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Sakyamuni Buddha: A Story Exhibition Opening Reception
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By Xuan OOi e Chinese Translated by the Zhang ChinFa
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On Februa’ry 16, 2019, artist Lorraine Capparell unveiled 52 e (40 398 4 % 2 ) P9 1F 1 SE A -
her series Sakyamuni Buddha: A Story on the second floor Al > HE A B P HS BE M (8
of Dharma Realm Buddhist University, showcasing ceramic B F TR AR ST R B
reliefs of the Buddha’s life. The reliefs are three-dimensional T R S 5 TN e
depictions directly based on ink illustrations Capparell SASFITIE 5 H T — (AR R
completed for Professor Ronald Nakasone’s book Ethics of i IR o B
Enlightenment: Essays and Sermons in Search of a Buddhist B AR, o M

Ethic. Members of the audience had the unique opportunity
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to interact with Capparell and Dr. Nakasone.

Capparell shared that it was through sculpture that she
was introduced to Buddhism, with a sculpture of the Buddha’s
Parinirvana evoking in her a sense of peace in Burma. Later,
she encountered Buddhism again while traveling in Japan.
Upon discovering Buddhist texts in Japanese hotels, she and
her husband read the story of the Buddha to each other, which
sparked inspiration for her next project. Capparell expressed
that sculpture is a “way of communicating beyond words” and
that she wanted to show the classic evocations of the Buddha
in her own style.

A patron asked Capparell what her process was. She

described that she used a slab roller to prepare clay slabs,
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which she would stack on top of each other, working
the layered material as a whole piece. She continued that
with clay she could add and remove parts in the process
of creating the artwork. Each relief would take around
a week to complete with the stages: “dry, fire, glaze,
fire” Amusedly, she said “Once you get inspired you
can’t stop.” The redwood frames around each work were
custom made.

The Sikyamuni Buddha: A Story Exhibition is open
to the public until May 31, 2019.

Available viewing hours are Monday through
Thursday from 9:00AM to 5:00PM and by appointment
on the weekend. #
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In Memory of Flory Fa-long Chowe,

Former Dharma Realm Buddhist University Acting Dean of Fine Arts
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By Terri Nicolson * Chinese Translated by Shi Chan
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Flory Fa-long Chowe was born Hangzhou, China in 1936
and immigrated to the United States in 1954. She attended
Barry University in Miami, Florida where she received a
Bachelor of Arts degree. In 1968, she won the Emily Lowe
Scholarship to do postgraduate work in sculpture at the Art
Students’ League in New York. In 1970, she won an Edward
G. McDowell Traveling Scholarship. She also served as Artist-
in-Residence in the Art Academy Rome where she studied
traditional marble carving with Iralian master sculptors; not
an easy path for a petite woman!

In 1979, one of her teachers, Yang Ying-Feng, introduced
her to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas (CTTB) where
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