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When Affinities Ripen, Everything Will Come Together

—Introducing Upasaka Rui Liu,

A Volunteer at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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By Yuanyin ¢ English Translated by Liu Rui

Mr. Rui Liu is a volunteer working on information
technology at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
He was born in Sichuan, China. In 1996, he came to
the United States to attend the engineering graduate
school at the University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign. A year later his wife Wei Xue came to
join him. In 2000, both moved to the San Francisco
Bay Area to work in high tech companies.

A neighbor took Rui Liu to a Buddhist
organization at Sunnyvale to attend Amitabha
Buddha name recitation sessions. He then began
to often attend the recitations there and listened to
commentaries on the sutras. In February 2005, Rui
Liu took the Three Refuges, and formally became a
disciple of the Buddha. He came to CTTB to attend
the Amitabha Buddha Sessions in 2005 and 2007.
During the sessions, the residents and participants
attended the morning and evening ceremonies
sincerely; during lunch time they kept silent to listen
to the recordings of Venerable Master’s dharma talks.

All of these practices impressed him.
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Since becoming a disciple of the
Buddha, he slowly learned to put down
seeking fame or benefits. He was worried
that over-development of technology
would destroy the world quickly, and
decided instead that he should leave
the world of business to serve within a
non—proﬁt organization, university or
government agency. The ideal place was
CTTB, but neither his determination
nor sincerity was enough at that point so
he went back to the University of Illinois
to work in the supercomputing center.

After moving back to Champaign, Illinois, he and his family had a
good time living among kind, friendly people for several years. However,
he and his wife were not satisfied with the school education their children
received. They hoped to find a school that emphasized the teaching of
ethics and virtue. They preferred the school at CTTB, but worried about
having enough financial support and medical insurance if they were to
move to CTTB. For a while, they could not make a decision. Later
the high school that their elder daughter was attending had an incident
where a student intentionally harmed herself. It served as a wakeup call,
and finally they made up their minds to move to CTTB. In March—
May 2016, the girl’s school admitted both of their daughters, and the
volunteer program accepted both Rui and Wei’s applications.

Rui felt his family was able to move to CTTB because all of the
conditions were finally just right. It was only after he studied the
Standards of a Good Student and Child that he seriously improved his
character. Only after this was he qualified to come to CTTB, to be
together with good people there. His wife and two daughters started to
follow the Buddha’s teaching and took the Three Refuges. Rui recited
Amitabha Buddha’s name for about ten years, and later Wei too. The
accumulated blessings from this practice helped making their move to
the City a reality.

Within two months, their house was sold. The buyer’s offer came
during their road trip to move to CTTB. This relieved them of another
concern and reduced their links to the mundane world.

The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas came into being because of
the vows, blood and sweat of the Venerable Master. This year is the
fortieth anniversary of the Grand Opening of the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. Reflecting on the causes and conditions of his family’s moving
to CTTB, Rui felt deep affinities with the Venerable Master, and that

the timing and conditions were just right. #
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