LIVES OF THE PATRIARCHS

[

i
The Thirty-fourth Patriarch,

Dhyana Master Huai Rang
of Southern Peak!
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A lecture by the Venerable Master Hua on November 30, 1983
English Translation Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih
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Southern Peak Patriarch Rang whose surname was Du, was from
Jinzhou. He went to pay respects to Caoxi.”

Xi asked him, “Where do you come from?”

The future patriarch replied, “From the Song Mountain Range.”

Xi asked, “What is this thing and how did it get here?”

That left the future patriarch speechless.

It took eight years for him to figure that out and then he said to
Xi, “This person has gained an understanding.”’

Xi said, “What is this understanding that arose?”

The future Patriarch said, “To say that it is like a thing misses the
point.”

The Patriarch said, “Is cultivation and realization still necessary?”

The future Patriarch replied, “Cultivation is needed to realize the
true mind. However, true mind can not be defiled in any way.”

Xi said, “This very true mind that cannot be defiled is what all
Buddhas are mindful of and protect. You are thus; I, too, am thus.”

Later Patriarch Rang resided at Heng Mountain.

In the third year of the Tianbao Reign period* on the 11% of
the 8" lunar month, the Patriarch Rang entered tranquility. His
posthumous title bestowed by the Emperor was Dhyana Master Great

Wisdom, and his stupa was named Most Victorious Wheel.

Commentary:

The patriarch’s surname was Du, was from Jinzhou. He was the son
of the Du family who haled from Jinzhou.

He went to pay respects to Caoxi. He went to bow to the Sixth

Patriarch.
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Xi asked him, “Where do you come from?” The Sixth Patriarch
questioned him, “You came here from where?”

The future patriarch replied, “From Song Mountain. I came from
Mount Song in Henan.”

Xi asked, “What is this thing and how did it get here?” He asked,
“What sort of thing are you? How did you come here?”

That left the future patriarch speechless. Dhyana Master Huai
Rang heard that but didnt really understand the question, so he said
nothing.”

It took eight years for him to figure that out. He finally awakened
to the meaning after eight years.

And then he said to Xi, the Sixth Patriarch, “This person has
gained an understanding. I now have grasped a little of the meaning;
there is a principle that I now am clear about.”

Xi said, “What is this understanding that arose? In what way are
you now clear? What kind of understanding have you gained?”

The future patriarch, Dhyana Master Huai Rang, said, “To say that
it is like a thing misses the point.” That is to say, he spoke in response
to the Patriarch’s inquiry into what kind of understanding he gained
saying, “It can’t be described as a thing. To call it a “thing” is off target.

The Patriarch said, “Is cultivation and realization still necessary?”
The Sixth Patriarch inquired, “Does one have to cultivate and be certified
to sagehood?

The future patriarch, Dhyana Master Huai Rang, replied,
“Cultivation is needed to realize the true mind. Cultivation and
realization are necessary; one must practice and attain realization.”

“However, true mind can not be defiled in any way. Not even the
slightest bit of defilement should exist. Absolutely no careless thoughts
should be entertained.”

Xi, the Sixth Patriarch, said, “This very true mind that cannot be
defiled is what all Buddhas are mindful of and protect. You are thus;
I, too, am thus. This principle that the true mind has no defilement is
one that Buddhas and Bodhisattvas adhere to and protect.

$0To be continued

1.Fg5% (ndnyue), Southern Peak; FFE (ndnyue), Southern Mount and 11| (héng shin) Heng Mountain refer to

the same peak. FEEkEIH#TLL -

2. Caoxi is literally Cao Creek, and refers to the location of Southern Flower Monastery where the Sixth Patriarch

resided, but also to the Patriarch himself, since the custom was not to use the name but to use the place name when

referring to Venerable Ones. & ¥8+51Y /& /S tHARBIAT (R (&
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3.Polite indirect way of referring to himself. J&FH /S 8 Rl H 5 5d] -
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