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CHAPTER ONE:
SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

The waters seethed. This sea water was not cool but boiling
hot, surging upwards. How many dreadful beasts were in this
ocean? Never mind about exact numbers, just know that there
were many and not few. With solid iron bodies, these terrible
beasts were pursuing each other back and forth above this sea.
She saw billions of men and women bobbing up and down in
the sea—rising and sinking—as they were being fought over,
seized, and eaten by those beasts. What were these awful beasts
doing? They were eating these men and women. They could
swallow a man or a woman in one mouthful. These ferocious
beasts have big mouths and big stomachs.

She saw yakshas, known as “speedy ghosts” because of how
swiftly they fly and run. The yakshas had different shapes. What
do they look like? Some had many hands, as many as several
dozen; some many eyes. These might have only two arms but
multiple heads and were ugly and fierce beyond belief. Some
had many legs. These didn’t have extra arms or eyes, but had
lots of legs. Some had many heads. They had protruding fangs,
with mouths like gaping bloody holes that open wide enough to
swallow several people with one gulp. Their teeth were sharp as
swords and knives. They drove the offenders on toward those
beasts. What did the yaksha ghosts do? They assisted the dreadful
beasts finding things to eat. Sometimes, since people are smarter
than beasts, they tried to run far away from those monsters. But

then they encountered the yaksha ghosts. The fierce beasts were
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behind them, pursuing them, and the yakshas were in front
of them trying to block their flights. It’s like that saying goes:
“Ahead, there’s nowhere to run, and behind, the enemy is in
close pursuit.” In that situation, there’s no route of escape
and nowhere to go. At that point you may long to go spend
a night at a friend’s house, but that won't be possible!
Furthermore, the beasts and yakshas seized the
offenders. They beat at their prey and seized them, much as
eagles use their claws to catch chickens. The dreadful beasts
and yakshas teamed up to capture the offenders. Then they
twisted the offenders’ heads and feet together. Or perhaps
the yakshas caught the dreadful beasts and did this to them;
or perhaps the dreadful beasts caught the yakshas and did
this to them; or perhaps the beasts and yakshas caught the
human offenders and twisted their heads and feet together.
In general, the twisting left them all a terrible sight to behold.
They were twisted into millions of different kinds of shapes
so horrible that typically no one would dare even look at

them for long.

Sutra:
During that time the Brahman woman was naturally
without fear due to the power of recollecting the Buddha.

Commentary:

During that time the Brahman woman was naturally
without fear, due to the power of recollecting the Buddha
Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King Thus

Come One.

Sutra:

A ghost king named Poisonless bowed his head in
greeting and said to the worthy woman, ‘Welcome, O
Bodhisattva. What conditions bring you here?

Commentary:

A ghost king, one of the leaders among the ghosts, named
Poisonless bowed his head in greeting to the Brahman
woman and said to the worthy woman, ‘Welcome, O
kind-hearted Bodhisattva. What conditions bring you
here? Why have you come to this place?’

50 To be continued
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