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CHAPTER EIGHT:
THE Four NoBLE TRUTHS

#53TPR Revised version
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

So people who cultivate the Way shouldnt be vying for position,
fame, or power. Instead, they should be patient and vigorous,
practice samadhi, and uphold precepts. Whoever can uphold the
precepts is number one. Whoever cultivates is number one. Don’t
be the head of those who do not follow the rules. If you are number
one in disobeying the rules, you'll never get to be a leader of the
Bodhisattvas, but instead you may become a leader of ghosts, a
foremost leader of ghosts, or become the leader of hell beings —
however, you will not become King Yama.

At that time, Manjushri Bodhisattva told all the Bodhisattvas:
All of youdisciples of the Buddha, you have studied Buddhadharma
for many great kalpas; however, do you understand the noble truth
of Suffering? I will now tell you about the noble truth of suffering.
In this Saha world, the noble truth of suffering is perhaps called
offenses. There are many other names for it, and I will simply tell
you ten of all these different names.” If you can easily recognize
suffering, then you can cultivate.

Saha is a Sanskrit word; translated it means “able to endure.”
The name implies that we are capable of enduring all the suffering
here( in this Saha world.) Our world is filled with many woes and
much distress, yet living beings are able to live within it as if they
were not immersed in difficulty. They feel that it is quite alright. In
the world, they may own an airplane, a ship, a train, a bus, a family

car, or even a luxurious mansion. Having these things causes them
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to feel good and happy. Actually all of these objects of delight are the
roots of our suffering.

Now I, Manjushri, will explain why in this Saha world that the
noble truth of suffering could also be called committing offenses.
Because if you have offenses, then you also have suffering. If you
don’t have any offenses, you won't suffer. And if you don’t suffer, this
means that you have no offenses. So committing “offenses” is another
name for suffering.

Perhaps it is also called oppression. Suffering oppresses your
body and mind causing you to have numerous afflictions. Therefore
the Buddha said, “This is suffering and it is oppressive by nature.”

Perhaps it is also called flux and change. “Flux and change”
refers to the process of decay. Changing from favorable conditions to
unfavorable ones leads to suffering.

Perhaps it is called grabbing onto conditions. The motto of
Gold Mountain Monastery and the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
(CTTB) is, “Freezing to death, we do not scheme; starving to death,
we do not beg.” This is to say, even if we are freezing to death,
we won't commit offenses by seeking advantages from people. The
suffering of freezing to death is not as severe as committing offenses.
Being opportunistic is also a form of suffering. Perhaps it is called
conglomeration. Conglomeration usually means a unified group
of corporations or companies. This means the aggregation of your
offense karma. Here it doesn’t mean that you pile up your virtuous
practices rather it means that you pile up your offense karma.

Perhaps it is called thorns. Sometimes, suffering is also referred
to as thorns. When they prick you, it hurts; so suffering’s other name
is thorns. If you don’t believe this, then see for yourself: use a knife
to cut your flesh. Wherever you cut yourself, there will be blood and
you will feel pain. Pain differs from the previously mentioned death.
Death cannot be tempered with; if you try, you will die. However,
prickling can be experimented. You will not die immediately if you
are pricked, but the pain is nonetheless real.

Perhaps it is called relying on the root, relying on the root of
offenses. Perhaps it is called vain and deceptive. You indulge in
deceptive schemes to cheat people. Perhaps it can also be called
carbuncles and sores. This is like when your body breaks out in
sores, and starts to ooze blood and pus which makes it difficult for
you to recover. When blood and pus ooze out of your body, you are
losing precious energy; consequently your health will decline by the
day.

Likewise, when you experience suffering, it is similar to a boil

on your body, which takes away all your energy. The more suffering
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and abuse you experience, the more your inherent nature loses its
wisdom and light day by day. So this is very painful, just like having
a boil on your body. Perhaps it is called the conduct of stupid
people. People who lack wisdom are called stupid while people
who have wisdom are called wise. Because there is a lack of wisdom,
everything they do creates offense karma. When there is offense

karma, there is also suffering.

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, in this Saha World, the noble truth
of the accumulation of suffering is perhaps called being bound
up, perhaps called decay and ruin, perhaps called love and
attachment, perhaps called misconception and illusion, perhaps
called tending toward and entering, perhaps called decisive,
perhaps called net, perhaps called idle speculation, perhaps

called following along, perhaps called the root of inversion.

Commentary:

Manjushri calls out “Disciples of the Buddha.” When
Manjushri Bodhisattva speaks to this point, he discovers that
perhaps one of the Bodhisattvas there had a thought of arrogance:
“Noble truth of suffering? We all know it. Why waste time talking
about it?”

Why doesn’t Manjushri say something aloud when he discovers
that some Bodhisattvas are not willing to listen, but instead he
chooses to enter samadhi? This is like some attendees of our sutra
lectures who would rather sleep than listen. The difference is that
the Bodhisattvas enter samadhi whereas we common beings fall
asleep. The terminologies appear to be different but both refer to
similar things.

Manjushri Bodhisattva, afraid that they were not paying
attention, called out to the Buddhas disciples again. He
said,“Disciples of the Buddha, in this Saha world, the noble
truth of the accumulation of suffering is perhaps called being
bound up.” This refers to either being tied up and suspended in
mid air, or fettered to a stump.

No matter what ties you up — wealth, property, emotional
love, or other material possessions — they are all fetters. Perhaps
this suffering is called decay and ruin. When your happiness is
ruined, of course there is suffering. Perhaps it is called love and
attachment. When you love someone or something, and are unable

to give that person or thing up, there is attachment.

s0To be continued
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