RS =S hEl

Gratitude for Our Teacbher‘s Kindness;
Carrymg on His Tradltlon

- . B
‘J’lﬁ e & - 3£#&  Amitabha Monastery, Hualien

i H- 073 . s
Is -—afll rl




22
AN TS AE 5 A

s— \FARGHRIEE=EE

Gratitude for Our Teacher's Kindness
—A Record of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association’s Delegation

AR E

and the Great Compassion Session in Taiwan in December 2018

= BCE & pet M S
By Dharma Realm Buddhist Books Distribution Society

English Translated by Early Bird Translation Team

SEEANERIER - HTTM%
7 ARG R Horh—IE e
e AHERGA AT E > e AR
PSR, » T Z AR E
s 0 PRI /NER o S E

AT B R - T H
ANHE+F=H > BITRAEEE - &
MEKEALEREE - EHXEK -
Ve - e o thERfeEIr
JE& o~ fESR B TR TR
& o bEsEE -~ IIERHIEL
sR=-F0fr : AETE -~ BA

h={li
hays

T [l

>thﬁ(

DOBZH I A AR S 28 g 5
+ZHNH > S EEREE R
EFCEERPE ST - B RARAE
) \BARH » 1B MPe B ST AT L
515’ F—IRERR BRI A = /NN
B AT R
ﬁ“ Y GEREAIAKEE - —
ERACEE TR E LR © " R

g5 ARERBEE - BRAHE
ZALEFIRKRE » —EEHZ—X
PANG o5 A

44|

ZMERE “o0—NF=H

This year, 2018, marks the centennial anniversary of the Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua’s birth. His disciples have in various ways been
expressing their gratitude for their master’s grace and generous
teachings. One of the ways was organizing a Dharma delegation to visit
various places — this is to maintain and commemorate this tradition
established by the Venerable Master Hua when he was alive. In 2002,
DRBA’s Dharma delegation visited Taiwan, and after many years,16
years later in fact, in 2018, DRBA’s Dharma delegation visited Taiwan
again, hosting a Great Compassion Dharma Session from December
6-13. The Dharma delegation included the following monastics:
Bhikshus Rev. Heng Sure, Heng Lai, Heng Hing, Jin Xiu, and Jin He;
Bhikshuni Heng Li, Heng Ju, Heng Rong, Heng Jiao, Jin Liang, Jin
Kang, and Jin Jing. Many Upasakas and Upasikas from the US and
Canada also joined this Dharma visit, there were 34 of them in total.
Other Buddhists from China, Japan, and Singapore also came to join
this Dharma event.

On December 6, the delegation arrived at the Amitabha Monastery
in Hualien, eastern Taiwan. They hosted the Great Compassion
Dharma Session and transmitted the Eight Precepts. This was the first
time Amitabha Monastery has held the transmission of the Eight
Precepts since its establishment. Despite its small size, the Buddha
Hall was packed with more than a hundred preceptees. The precept
transmission was conducted well and in accord with the proper

procedures — simple and yet dignified. A layperson who used to work
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at the local Hualien detention center commented, “I am really touched. It
felt as if an electric current ran through my entire body. This coming Sunday
when I take refuge at the Taipei DRBA Branch, I will definitely receive the
Eight Precepts again.”

The afternoon schedule of the Dharma Session included the recitation
of the Universal Door Chapter and Dharma talks in the format of a panel
discussion. Dharma Master Sure first remarked that the Delegations’ first stop
in Taiwan was the Amitabha Monastery. With its members coming from six
different countries, this was a very special condition.

During the Dharma talks, Dharma Master Hing mentioned that, prior
to his leaving the home-life, he participated in a Dharma session at the
Hong Kong Buddhist Lecture Hall. A DRBA monk who was sent to host
the Dharma Session went on the rooftop to rest each and every night. This
greatly impacted him, and made him realize what (true) cultivation meant —
lecturing on sutras and speaking the Dharma during the day, and continuing
the cultivation even during the night while resting.

Dharma Master Sure remembered that one year, through the arrangement
of a Upasaka, Li Zhihong, our DRBA Delegation went to visit the Hualien
prison, the Hualien detention center, and the Hualien minimum-security
prison — all three of these prisons in a single day, and spoke the Dharma to
the ‘fellow students’ (within the correction system, inmates are referred to as
‘fellow students’) so that they can plant seeds of goodness. This was definitely
not something that happens every day, but it happened because this Upasaka,
Li Zhihong, brought forth the Bodhi resolve to make it happen. What is
meant by bringing forth the Bodhi resolve? It has a twofold meaning: above,
uphold the Way of the Buddha, and below, teach and transform all beings.

To walk the Way of the Buddha is to completely reveal our inherent
wisdom by means of cultivation. Everybody has the potential to become a
Buddha, but what are the methods of becoming a Buddha? We must correct
and cut off all of our bad habits, such as our attachments, false thoughts,
ignorance, and afflictions which have completely covered the light of our
Buddha nature. It is just like a mirror smeared with layers of Vaseline or Tiger
Balm, making us unable to see ourselves in the mirror. Once it is cleaned, we
will be able to see who we truly are. Upasaka Li made a Bodhi resolve, and
went to places where people normally wouldn’t want to go to — so that the
Dharma could be heard and spread the teachings of the Venerable Master. He
also helped the released inmates find jobs. This Upasaka, Li passed away a few
days ago — he was really a noble role model for everyone.

Dharma Master Heng Yun added, that Upasaka Li Zhihong mainly
cultivated the Earth Store Dharma-door and followed Earth Store Bodhisattva’s
example of ‘If I don’t enter the hells, who will?’, and went into prisons to
help living beings. Therefore, when he passed away, they recited Earth Store

Bodhisattva’s name instead of Amitabha Buddha’s name. When it was time to
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lay him in the coffin, his body was still soft, his countenance was peaceful,
and his skin was more lustrous than when he was alive. Even the funeral
service workers wondered if the doctor had accidentally issued the death
certificate.

On December 7, Friday morning, the Northern District Dharma Session
began with the recitation of the Universal Door Chapter and Guan Shi Yin
Bodhisattva’s name. After Dharma Master Sure spoke the Dharma in the
afternoon, the fourfold assembly, once again respectfully recited the Universal
Door Chapter and Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva’s name. Even though it was not
a holiday, a hundred and seventy people still came for this session.

The second day of the Dharma event was on a weekend, so the participants
were even more enthusiastic; moreover, the ‘Dharma Realm Sunday School’
was having classes so there were cute children reciting Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s
holy name along with the adults, adding a pure and lively atmosphere to
the Dharma event. During lunch, the entire assembly watched “The Mind’s
Lamp Is Eternally Bright,” a documentary about the Venerable Master’s
visit to Taiwan in 1974, and later listened to the Dharma Masters speak the
Dharma.

To collaborate with the theme of the Great Compassion Dharma Session,
Dharma Master Heng Ju spoke about Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva“As for this
Bodhisattva,”he said(quoting the Universal Door Chapter)“When prayers
depart a thousand hearts; in a thousand hearts, she answers.” Master Heng
Ju described it as, “ the largest WIFI network with its bandwidth extending
to the very ends of empty space and of the Dharma Realm. The people who
came to participate have already connected to Guan Shi Yin Bodhisattva’s
network, a network that can help people attain liberation.” Dharma Master
Heng Li mentioned that back then when registering for citizenship, the
Venerable Master chose his residence address as (Kaohsiung in) Taiwan.
Ordinary people like us didn’t understand the Master’s true purpose.

In the afternoon panel discussion, the delegation monks were invited
to share their conditions for learning the Dharma, and affinities for leaving
the home-life. Dharma Master Sure mentioned that, when he was in Ohio,
he read the Dao De Jing of Laozi and The Sixth Patriarch Platform Sutra
which he found in a local library. This experience kindled an interest in him,
whereas before he was interested in baseball, he began to learn Chinese and
read about religions. He eventually arrive at Gold Mountain Monastery to
follow the Venerable Master, and become a monk.

An extraordinary experience similar to Chan meditation inspired Dharma
Master Lai to begin searching for a good spiritual mentor. He later read in a
book on the teachings of the ancient sages, just as all rivers flow into the sea,
we should let all of our practices flow into the ocean of cultivation. However,
in order to persevere and remain in this ocean of cultivation, we need to

base ourselves on precepts, samadhi, and wisdom. Moreover, we need a good
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spiritual mentor to help us. Later, various conditions led Dharma Master Lai
to Gold Mountain Monastery.

As for how Dharma Master Heng Hing came to renounce the
householder’s life, he related that it was through reading News from the
True Cultivators, given to him by one of his colleagues. Reading this book
greatly inspired him. Later, under the guidance and recommendation of his
colleagues at work, he came to Cixing Chan Monastery.

Dharma Master Jin Xiu recalled that, when he was young, he started to
recite and uphold the Grear Compassion Mantra, and its greatest response
was that he was able to cut off many of his bad habits. Later, he obtained a
book on the Shurangama Mantra and the Shurangama Sutra; and then went
to a nearby monastery to study the Shurangama Mantra. It was there that
he heard about Venerable Master Hsuan Hua. After reading the Venerable
Master’s Dharma instruction Do Not Wait to Cultivate, he resolved to
renounce the householder’s life to cultivate.

In conclusion, Dharma Master Sure said that the aforementioned
monastics all mentioned how Buddhist texts had influenced them, therefore,
it was evident that the Buddhist texts are just like a bright light that can
illuminate our inner Buddha nature; hence, the Taipei Buddhist Texts
Distribution Center shoulders this task of utmost importance. Because we
are bringing a bright light to the world now, we will be able to frequently
encounter good spiritual mentors in the future.

That night, a special round-table discussion on the topic of Buddhist
youths was organized. The discussion centered around how we can let the
Dharma Rain moisten and nurture our minds during this age of the internet.
Dharma Master Sure introduced DRBA’s online Dharma activities, including
that of the Buddhist Texts Translation Society and the online Dharma study
groups. He said that when we are doing the Buddha’s work with the internet
bandwidth, we are just sending our good vibes to every corner of the world.
As we have acquired merit and virtue from participating in a whole day of
the Dharma session, we should also dedicate our wholesome thoughts to the
entire world.

On Sunday morning of December 9, the Eight Precepts were transmitted
to over two hundred laypeople. The atmosphere was solemn yet dignified.
In the afternoon, another ceremony for transmitting the Three Refuges
and the Five Precepts was conducted. Over a hundred laypeople from all
over Taiwan flocked to participate in this ceremony. Some of those who
came included entire families coming to take refuge, and also grandparents
bringing their grandchildren to take refuge. Those elders must be hoping
that their descendants would plant Bodhi seeds in their early childhood.

During the meal, Dharma Master Sure gave the following Dharma
instructions: There are three types of Buddhists:

The first are the “emergency-room” Buddhists. Although they believe in
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Buddhism, they are dubious, and only when they are in trouble will they think
of reciting the Buddha’s name.

The second are the “bargaining” Buddhists. When they make offerings of
flowers and incense to the Buddha, they are hoping for a reward of blessings, a
full return on their “investments.” They want all of their wishes fulfilled.

The third are the true Buddhist disciples who follow and uphold the
Buddha’s teachings, and truly practice — not just for themselves, but for the
benefit of all beings.

Dharma Master Sure encouraged all of the assembly to constantly reflect on
their own body and mind, to be Buddhists who truly understand the Dharma,
and who harbor no selfish agenda with regard to the Three Jewels.

During the afternoon lecture, the monastic panel led by Dharma Master
Sure gave Dharma talks to the public again. Dharma Master Sure concluded
this Dharma session by basing his talk on the Venerable Master’s Six Great
Principles (the Six Guidelines.) Upholding these Six Guidelines is to work on
one’s mind ground. One must uphold the Five Precepts on one’s mind ground
while reflecting on one’s thoughts in these ways:

* By practicing deference and no-fighting, one is unlikely to take life. Or only
by being pure while observing the precepts can one succeed in one’s cultivation
of samadhi.

* One gives rise to thoughts of stealing, because one has thoughts of greed on
the mind-ground. So one must practice giving to counteract this problem.

* One must not find faults with or even betray one’s spouse, because one’s
spouse is someone who aids in one’s cultivation. Thus, knowing contentment
will make one’s family solid and complete.

* By being selfless for the greater good, one will be unlikely to tell lies. Telling
lies means that one tries to conceal the true self from others, thus wanting to
put on a false front.

* To consume alcohol is to seek benefit for oneself. Hoping to experience the
floaty euphoria, one resorts to drinking and taking intoxicants.

* The last (of the Six Guidelines) is to refrain from telling lies. One should
speak truthfully and genuinely.

By following these Six Guidelines, one will embark on the fast train to
Buddhahood.

Dharma Master Heng Yun mentioned that the teachings of the Venerable
Master have linked us together and created the rare and auspicious conditions
which made such a Dharma gathering possible. When the Venerable Master
was alive, he used to lead his disciples on delegations to Asia and Europe to
propagate the Dharma and teach living beings. While on these trips, he taught
and transformed his monastic disciples according to the conditions as the arose,
so as to better teach the Sangha.

In this fast-changing world, people are easily agitated. As a result, they are
searching for something real and solid, so they can find peace within and settle

down their body and mind. #
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