Instilling Goodness Books: How 1t Began
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A talk given by Bhikshuni Jin Rou at the San Francisco Main Library on November 3, 2018
Chinese Translated by Allen Huang
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During my first years of teaching at the girls” school, around
1983, 1T was delighted to find some booklets on Buddhism
made by the nuns who were teachers. They were handmade
with simple line drawings and cut-outs, but the writing was
more for adults. No matter; they were gold to me. They were
the only Buddhist books that we had. Many times, I said,
“I wish someone would write children’s books with simple
language and beautiful pictures.” Little did I know that I
would be the one!

It all started by telling stories from the Sutras to my
students and having them paint pictures along with the
stories. I said, “Umm, these are lovely pictures. Maybe I can
make them into books.” So, I made a vow to write Buddhist
books for children all over the world in their own languages.
To carry out my vows, I began to take classes in writing picture
books, which led me to the University of Washington where I
received a certificate in Writing Children’s Books.

The first book was 7he Giant King Turtle (English &
Chinese) with illustrations by Candy, a student in the 5®
grade. The next book was a collection of Buddhist stories
that I adapted for the Buddhist curriculum for the Buddhist
Education Foundation of the United Kingdom. The artists
were two sisters, Tara and Cintya Kandahsari, who painted
it with the vivid colors of Indonesia, from where they came.

After the Venerable Master’s passing, I took to writing his
biography, hoping to keep his spirit in the hearts of future
children, thus The Kind Monk. Artist Huang Yun-Song, who
is from the same province in China as the Venerable Master,
illustrated the book, capturing the people and colors of the
countryside, in ink. When I read stories from The Kind
Monk, children are enthralled and gather in every word as if

the Master were there with them.
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Books on Buddhists ecology rang in my mind. I
discovered that Christy, my niece-in-law, could paint
amazing animals, so that evolved into a series on kindness
to animals and respect for the Earth: The series includes
the Golden Feather (emphasizing kindness to animals),
Come Back, O Tiger! (dedicated to saving the forest), and
a future book called Mindful Monkeys (conserving water
wisely).

Under the Bodhi Tree, the lg'fe 0f the Buddba, was
beautifully illustrated by Heng Fa from Malaysia, yet sat on
the shelf for years, with little notice. Recently, the Buddhist
Text Translation Society (BTTS) received an email from
an editor of a prominent Buddhist publishing company,
asking permission to buy the rights to the book, which she
considered to be beautifully written and illustrated. She
wanted to translate it into Vietnamese and distribute it
worldwide. Eyebrows went up! BT'TS translators got busy
and translated the book into Vietnamese right away.

The last two books were born out of the sutras—Snow-
Covered Peaks and The Buddhas Helper. One December
night, in Doug Power’s class on the Long Discourse of
the Amitabha Sutra, we came upon an exquisitely written
paragraph about what Bodhisattvas are like. A student,
Murrah Boswell, said, “This paragraph would make a
beautiful children’s book.” Doug looked at me. Within a
month, I carved out the script for Snow-Covered Peaks:
What Are Bodhisattvas Like? Then Heng Ching Shr, with
her simple line drawings, and Amandine Dam, with her
stunning colors and flowing design, took the book beyond

ordinary imagination. A team of three was formed.

Bodhisattvas are like snow-covered peaks,
because they are pure and lofty.

They are like the great earth,

because they nurture all things equally.

Over the years, I worked on a book about Guan Yin,
but could not finish it. One day Terri Nicholson gave me
a script that she wrote about why children should recite
Guan Yin’s name, but didn’t know what to do with it. I
knew in an instant what to do - put our scripts together
and write a section of the Lotus Sutra for children, called

Guan Yin, The Buddha’s Helper. Again, Heng Ching Shr
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and Amandine lifted this book to a wonder beyond
wonders.

If you visit, dharmaradio.org, a complimentary
Parent and Teacher Guide and a recording of the
kindergarten/first grade choir from Instilling Goodness
School chanting Guan Yin’s name in Chinese, Sanskrit
and English are available.

About that time, after talking with Terri, Jin Jian Shr
said, “We need to get our children’s books out into the
world.” So a website was created called buddhismforkids.
net. With it’s outstanding design and Buddhist Facts
section for kids, the website has made it to the top of the
results if you Google “Buddhism for children”, and our
book sales have been increasing. Check out the website.

Excited about the new Guan Yin book, Eileen Hu,
a BTTS volunteer who focuses on marketing, had it
translated into Spanish first. Others have translated it into
Chinese and Vietnamese. Now, it is also being translated
into French. Could this be the result of making vows?

Eileen was able to have The Buddhas Helper listed
in two very prominent book catalogs—“Foreword
Review” and “Booklist”. See the short quote below from
“Booklist”.

“This is a beautiful book, both in appearance and
sentiment, and will be a compliment to world religions
collections.” by Kathleen McBroom.

Here is list of books in the making:

* Amitabhas Land of Happiness

e [nside Out, Outside In (Meditation book for children;
song by Dharma Master Sure and David Rounds)

e Earth Store Sutra for children

* Bowing for Peace (Three steps, one bow to CT'TB)

o Four Buddhas and Ten Great Bodhisattvas

* Sudhana

In conclusion, books are created by teams. Every
player is equally important—the writer, illustrator, book
designer, publisher, and marketer. An invitation is always
open to all who are in interested in writing or helping

create children’s books for Instilling Goodness Books.

36| ®EERE —0—NE_S

WA HEZEAME R Y - E T RE T SR
i —— M F R EE—iE - BIfEE N E
GREENEEL —— (B« fhfevEF) -8
FHETMFRE TR - AN ERAFFEN
B -

2GS A48 www.dharmaradio.org WA RE
FIZRT R B2 BV AERE - DURAIHERE NI &1E
HYEE - AR RESCRITE SRR -

KRS LI R - AT AR Fea ¢ FRAMT X
FHERMNES N EL 2R - REEEE
U5 > buddhismforkids.netEt ZE17 T o [N Ais {[E 49
UhEETRESE - PR N E G R RERRE S
A= (% > HE R FIEE
b WMEEIEEHRAEH - 4SREEHER
K > BEBHEEIE -

EO NHEAE (BE © fFeivET) Bk
T REIFEZEENTHE L - SR
HHEE TPEPEA O HAt AP E EEE T SONTRL
FASL o BAEIEAEBNEEASC » it Eh 2 S8 A BUE
n

ER AT MO (B RFERVE ) Bl
W b T B EEEANER L 0 TS ERE
M TEH, - EETEH ) EREEES

NERAERNE  FEHAEHINE - B
EHVELRL o TR ERGE T SRR E — (2
fm e FUZEWR « REATEMAEREF]

CPelsaabe il £)
(AN > SN
(REFERS > BHNEEMIRAAELS
B —EHO
SUELARAY (b )
(RATPEFE) (=25 —FREE M)
(PHAL FPERI-TRERE)
(EFMET)

RS > B BB ERIEAEER
—{EFAE R RV - R - flE - ek
BF ~ R~ T84 - SEALANSRA B B E R I
ERTANE > BfTE BESHEEABHEERM
& - DU B IEAERIE P AVEE - @



