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‘Environmental Protection’ of the Mind (Making Our Minds Green)
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An instructional talk by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua in 1989
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* English Translation by Early Bird Translation Team

Human beings model themselves after the Earth, from which the myriad
things come forth, like the animals and plants. Similarly, Earth models
itself after Heaven. So it is said, ‘Heaven protects me, Earth supports me.’

Recently, the deteriorating ozone layer at the North Pole due to human
actions has caused the temperature around it to rise. This is a proven
example of how humans are disturbing the ecological balance, resulting
in the destruction of the natural protections granted to us by Heaven and
Earth.

Heaven then models itself after Nature—the truth underlying all
phenomena. This eternal life force of Nature neither decreases nor
increases. This Nature can also be called the Buddha Nature, which all
living beings are equally endowed with. Buddhas are not superior to living
beings. The only aspect that makes a difference is whether living beings can
enlighten themselves and help others to enlighten. Buddhas are beings who
have already returned to the fundamental source, whereas living beings,
who have forgotten their fundamental wisdom, are blinded by desire and
cannot reflect and shine the light within. The best way for us to save our
environment is to return to our fundamental [Buddha] Nature by not
fighting, not being greedy, not secking, not being selfish, not pursuing
personal advantage, and not lying.

The air in the world that we are living in today is polluted. How did the
air get polluted? Some people say that this pollution is caused by the smoke
from cars, atomic bombs, hydrogen bombs, and light and heavy industries.
That’s right! That’s how it is. However, the main cause is that our thoughts
are severely defiled! Our minds are extremely polluted inside, so the air
outside is not pure and fresh anymore.

Once our minds become impure, the entire universe also becomes
impure, and the whole Dharma Realm becomes defiled; once our minds
are purified, the polluted air outside will also dissipate and disappear.
When our minds are polluted, it makes the entire world sloppy and dirty.
Therefore, the most urgent and critical thing for us to do right now is to
purify our minds; once our minds are cleansed, everything will be pure
again. As soon as our minds have less false-thinking, this world will become
peaceful again; when our minds have less wars within, the world outside

will have no more wars. Everything comes from the mind, so whatever is
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happening in the world is caused by living beings’ minds.
Therefore, all of you who are my disciples, whether you are laity
or monastics, if you really do have faith in me, then try your best
to resolve all of your bad habits and clean up all of your ‘garbage.’
Sweep your hatred, resentment, annoyance, anger, and afflictions
into the trash bin! If you can be like this, then human beings in this

Dharma-ending Age will benefit from you—they will receive some

FRETFEZARATY - BES S —(EN R - of your light and help the world sustain a bit longer.
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Sooner or later this world will perish. That being said, if some
of us can truly cultivate the Way, then the world will have more
positive energy and less negative energy. When there is more
Buddha power, there will be less demon power. This is a truth! Do
not turn a deaf ear to what I am saying. This is very important for

solving the problems of today’s world! #
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Sramanerika Jin Shan, Dharma Name Chin Yuan, at the
age of 88, passed away peacefully at Taipei, between the
hours of 5 pm and 7 pm on the evening of December 4, 2018.
She had lived as a monastic for nineteen years.

A delegation from Dharma Realm Buddhist Association
had set out for Taiwan to commemorate Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua’s Centennial Birthday with a Great Compassion
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Sramanerika Jin Shan (on the top row, sixth from the left)

Ceremony. Sramanerika Jin Shan’s passing coincided with

the delegation’s arrival in Taipei. As a result, several Dharma
and other newly ordained novices in 1999 after receiving the ten

Masters and laypeople came to recite the Buddha’s name on novice precepts at the CTTB from senior Sangha members.

her behalf. Indeed, her causes and conditions were wholesome

and special.

Sramanerika Jin Shan left this world peacefully while reciting the Buddha’s name by herself with Dharma Masters,
laypeople, and her family. Her body was still soft when she was placed in the casket. We hope she continues her

cultivation in the Ultimate Pure Land.
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