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CHAPTER ONE:
SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

Stitra:

Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King Thus Come
One told the worthy woman, ‘After you make your offerings, return
home quickly. Sit upright and concentrate on my name. You will soon
know where your mother has been reborn.

Commentary:

Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King Thus Come
One told the worthy Brahman woman, ‘After you make your offerings,
return home quickly because you have hurt yourself badly due to the
fall. What should you do once you get home? Sit upright, even though
you have broken bones in your arms and legs, and concentrate on my
name, Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King Thus Come
One. Mindfully reflect: Homage to Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-
Mastery King Thus Come One, and you will soon know where your

mother has been reborn.’

Sutra:

The Brahman woman bowed to the Buddha and returned home.
The memory of her mother sustained her as she sat upright recollecting
Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King Thus Come One.
After doing so for a day and a night, she suddenly saw herself beside a
sea whose waters seethed and bubbled. Many dreadful beasts with iron
bodies were pursuing each other back and forth above this sea. She saw
billions of men and women bobbing up and down in the sea, being
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fought over, seized, and eaten by those beasts. She saw yakshas
with different shapes. Some had many hands, some many eyes,
some many legs, some many heads. With their protruding
fangs, sharp as swords, they drove the offenders on toward
those beasts. Furthermore the beasts and yakshas seized the
offenders and twisted their heads and feet together into shapes

so horrible that no one would dare even look at them for long.

Commentary:

The Brahman woman bowed to the Buddha and returned
home. The memory of her mother sustained her. She remained
extremely sincere in thinking about her mother, as she sat upright
recollecting Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King
Thus Come One. She sat up so straight, ignoring the pain and
the broken bones in her arms and legs. She did so for a day and a
night. She was not kneeling. She sat for twenty-four hours, simply
reciting the Buddha’s name and doing nothing else.

At that time, she suddenly saw herself beside a sea. She
chanted and chanted and in that way reached a sea shore. This
was not a dream. This was a result of her utmost sincerity. You
could say she was experiencing this with her spiritual nature,
her consciousness. You could say it was her earthly and spiritual
souls. In general, all these terms come down to the same thing.
The spiritual nature is the eighth consciousness in the individual.
Since the Brahman woman sat for a long time, she forgot her pain
and stopped everything except that one thought of the Buddha.
Sincere in this thought, the eighth consciousness left her body. She
suddenly saw herself by a sea.

Each of us who sits in meditation, after sitting for some time,
will perhaps perceive some “states.” At that time, the eighth
consciousness can leave the body, which is why we can perceive
“states.” If someone has opened the five spiritual eyes, then that
person’s eight consciousness can see ghosts, spirits, Bodhisattvas,
and Buddhas. If the person has not opened the five spiritual eyes,
he will not see things. A practitioner’s efficacious nature (eighth
consciousness) also has five spiritual eyes which are housed in the
physical body. When such a person’s efficacious nature leaves the
physical body, those five spiritual eyes open, thus enabling the
person to see all kinds of “states.” So this holy Brahman woman
must have cultivated for a long time, because even though the
five spiritual eyes on her physical body had not opened, when her
eighth consciousness left her body, she could see. She suddenly

saw herself by the sea. 55To be continued
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