ET)HIIRRIEHE RS hRZES

The Golden Knife Shaves off
the Hair of Afflictions
—Leaving Home Ceremony
At Berkeley Buddhist Monastery
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The metal blade shaves off the hair of affliction.

The wisdom sword hacks through the roots of ignorance.

Today you take on the appearance of those worthy
of offering.

In the future you shall become a teacher of gods and people.
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The Golden Knife Shaves off the Hair of Afflictions
—Leaving-Home Ceremony At Berkeley Buddhist Monastery
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Written & Translated by Y.C. Liang

English Translation Revised by Tam Huynh & Angela Justice
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November 22nd, 2018 (the fifteenth day of the tenth lunar month), Thanksgiving
Day in the United States, was also a day of supreme causes and conditions. Two
volunteers of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association (DRBA), laywomen Chooi Mei
Chin and Guo Xuan, brought forth the Bodhi resolve to shave their hair, leave the
home life, and take the ten precepts to become $ramanerikas. Their monastic names
are Jin Wei and Jin Rui respectively. Sramanerika Jin Ben, who left the home life
earlier, also took the precepts alongside the new §ramanerikas.

Laywoman Chooi Mei Chin took refuge in 2010 in Penang, Malaysia. Afterwards
she vigorously immersed herself in the study of Buddhism, and actively attended
Dharma events at DRBA’s branch monasteries and the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
(CTTB). In 2015, she applied and was accepted to become a resident volunteer at
CTTB, and has been joyfully volunteering there till now.

Laywoman Guo Xuan was born in Vietnam, took refuge in 1984 at Gold Mountain
Monastery in San Francisco, and for many years supported and volunteered at Gold
Sage Monastery in San Jose before moving to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
where she has been a long term volunteer for many years.

Over the years, DRBA leaving-home ceremonies have usually been held at CTTB,
and sometimes also are held at branch monasteries, such as City of Dharma Realm,
Long Beach Monastery, Gold Buddha Monastery, Avatamsaka Monastery, and so
forth. On this occasion, Berkeley Buddhist Monastery hosted the leaving-home
ceremony. Dharma Master Heng Sure served as the Precept Transmission Master and
Dharma Master Jin Fo as the Teaching Acarya. Seven Bhikshunis from CTTB also
came to offer their support. There were more than fifty people in attendance rejoicing
on this occasion.

The ceremony started at 2:00 pm when Dharma Master Heng Sure and Dharma
Master Jin Fo ascended to their Dharma seats as the assembly recited “Namo
Fundamental Teacher Shakyamuni Buddha.” The ceremony was conducted bilingually,
in English and Chinese. After the candidates requested the precepts from the Dharma
Masters, Dharma Master Sure hit the wooden board and said, “Good Women, since
you have earnestly requested three times, we will accept your request to serve as your
Head-Shaving and Ten Precepts Master and Teaching Acarya on behalf of the Sangha
led by the Venerable Master Hsuan Hua. Good Women, now that you are going to
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leave the home life, you should bring forth the great resolve to seek the Buddha’s
Way and transform living beings.” Following that, the three preceptees were
instructed to repay their parents’ great kindness by contemplating as if their
parents were before them and sincerely bowed to the Buddha three times on
their parents’ behalf. They then clearly proclaimed, “We are determined to leave
the home life and will never have any regrets.” The shaving of their hair followed
as this verse was recited, “The golden knife shaves the hair of afflictions. The
sword of wisdom cuts off the root of ignorance. Today, the mark of One Worthy
of Offerings appears, and in the future, we will become teachers of gods and
people.” Then, two senior Bhikshunis shaved their hair while the verse and
mantra for shaving the head were chanted, “While shaving my head, I vow
that living beings, forever will be apart from afflictions, and ultimately achieve
Nirvana.” The senior Bhikshunis then helped the new monastic members don
their precept sashes to display the external appearance of a left-home person, a
$ramanerika. After that, they took the Three Refuges and the Ten Precepts. It
brought to perfect completion the ceremony of leaving the home-life and the
taking of the $§ramanerika precepts.

At the conclusion of the ceremony, Dharma Master Sure addressed
the assembly, saying that it is a rare and supreme opportunity for the three
Preceptees to take the §ramanerika precepts as we have observed today. There are
many places in the world, even in some Buddhist countries, such as Thailand,
Sri Lanka, and Burma where the transmission of precepts to women had been
lost and it is almost impossible for women there to leave the home life and
take precepts as §ramaNerikas or Bhikshunis to become members of the Sangha.
However, he continued to explain that the Buddha taught the Dharma not for
just half of the human realm, the men only, but for everyone. Venerable Master
Hua brought the proper Dharma to the West, and called “Buddhism” not
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just “Buddhism”, but also “the teachings of wisdom,” “the teachings of living
beings,” “the teachings of the mind,” and “the profound Psychology” in order to
keep people away from biased and distorted views.

Dharma Master Sure further encouraged the new §ramanerikas, “Today the
three of you have brought forth a special and rare resolve to endeavor what
is hard to accomplish. You should also know that from today till you reach
Buddhahood, that in this place where you have all the essentials to cultivate,
deep faith and steadfast vigor are all you need to overcome obstacles.” Pointing
to the Bhikshunis, Dharma Master Sure said, “These Bhikshunis are your
seniors and models. They care about you and fully support you; you three
should understand this and be grateful. ”

Finally, Dharma Master Sure encouraged the $ramanerikas and all in the
Assembly to be vigorous in their cultivation and to become Buddhas as soon
as possible, so that Venerable Master Hua will not wait for us too long. In
this way, the Eighteen Great Vows that the Venerable Master made can quickly
be fulfilled. Dharma Master Jin Fo also added that leaving home to become
$ramanerikas on Thanksgiving Day, one should be grateful to our Teacher, the
Venerable Master Hua, who established the Way Places for us to cultivate. It is

truly great that women can leave home. Congratulations to all three! Amitabha.
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