¥

LSRR ST

The Sutra for Discernment of the
Consequences of Wholesome
and Unwholesome Karma

oy

ALAA -

T AAA

FAb EAEN19714F | Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971

W RH hF English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng

EHE—EEE S REA—BHiE: F—EHA0D LR -—EHWLTEIN —@LE (%Hix:%HTA

o wmzF o LEER o)
Each of these “wheels” (i, lin) is a representation of one particular wholesome deed. Since there are four surfaces to a
“wheel,” the name of one wholesome deed is inscribed on each surface of each wheel. ( Editor’s Note: This “wheel” is made into

the shape of a multi-faceted wooden block with characters on four sides, please see the above picture. )

FEIE — B O =F
F— oHBEEEAE UK - $
= BRREMREIRE  PrtEEGRAS
tiE—VE - 5= FriftE =8
A #RES -

EE—aftERE  XoHW
IR BREMMA - B
= EHmERAE  EME - A2
HWEHC—EAME - BRIFTARR
AR ' - BREESE
SmMERLA -

SEPPEIATE A ' Z R - BE
G IRAMEEAERIAEM - REFIKR
HIBE > g HARYAER - BIE - &
2 B2EHY > A —UER - B
- BE o WEEME - EHtEE
[ #EESHY > BAERMTARD > 3
IR R AR E % BRI
ZUE ? N ir O ERRER > /R
E(EEEENOEKER > ENE
ZETARY o ARIRAEERS - IRAT LTS
fE=M > wAUEK - A=
TEHC -

8 | &BIERE —_o—NEF—8

This section can further be divided into three parts: first, to contemplate
the offerings that pervade everywhere; second, the Dharma bodies of
all Buddhas to whom the offerings are made pervade everywhere; third,
the Three Jewels to whom the offerings are made also pervade the entire
Dharma Realm.

The first part which is to contemplate the offerings pervade everywhere
is subdivided into two minor parts: first, to contemplate the offerings are
pervasive; second, to contemplate the offerings are made together with all
living beings. When one is making the offerings, one is not making the
offerings alone but together with all living beings. Now this is the first
part, to contemplate that the offerings are pervasive. Contemplate that,
in front of the Buddhas there are offerings such as the vase of flowers,
the plates of the fruit, the incense burner, candle holders and all kinds of
lights. Food, drink, medicine, bedding are also considered offerings. All
these offerings pervade the entire Dharma Realm. Now we have just a few.
But we should say we have a lot. How so? Because your mind is boundless.
When you contemplate with your mind which is boundless, it is not just
idle thinking. When you are making offerings to the Buddha, you produce
these false thoughts. In this situation, it will not be a violation of the
precept against stealing, nor would it be a violation of the precept against
discursive thinking.

Contemplating all offerings of the ten directions are present all the
time. Next, contemplate there are lots and lots of offerings in front of the

Buddhas. There are so many offerings that the entire Dharma Realm is
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filled. There is not a time when there are no offerings.

With all kinds of incense, flowers from the ten directions, I
should offer them as offerings. Before the Buddhas in all Buddha
lands of the ten directions, there must be many kinds of flowers.
For instance, we have a lot of flowers here, some are white, yellow,
red, blue or green, there are all kinds of colors, these are different
kinds of flowers.

There are also offerings of necklaces, banners, jeweled
canopies, exquisite decorations, including all kinds of pearls,
carnelian, gold, silver, lapis lazuli, glass and tridacna stones. These
necklaces are made from precious jewels. Now you see there
are even offerings of glass made before the Buddha. They are
considered exquisite decorations. All kinds of music: It would be
best if those of you who practice making music, make an offering
of music to the Buddhas. When we sing the incense praise, it too
is considered a kind of music. Bright lights, burning candles:
When we light the lamps or candles in front of the Buddhas, they
are all considered making offerings.

Food, drink, clothing, bedding, medicine: Probably you
make an offering of food or expensive clothings or bedding or all
kinds of medicine: they can be offered as offerings. We can make
offerings of clothing but do not place garments that are worn on
the lower part of the body such as pants, socks or shoes in front
of the Buddha. Don’t the Buddhas use these things? The Buddhas
use them but it is not respectful to place them in front of them. So
don’t take these garments as offerings to the Buddhas, it is best to
use garments worn on the upper part of the body. “Beddings” refer
to things used for sitting meditation or sleeping. For instance, the
sitting cloth placed on the bowing cushion, that is considered
bedding. “The sitting cloth, the Nishidana,/Nourishes the sprouts
of my mind’s nature./ I unfold it and ascend the sagely ground/
and respectfully uphold the Tathagatas Instructions.” Those of
you who have received the precepts, do you still remember this
verse?

Up until all kinds of wonderful offerings that extend to
the boundaries of the ten directions are placed right here as
offerings. You are making such contemplations. Someone is
thinking: “isn’t this stealing?” Not really, you have to contemplate
they are all yours. If you think they are not yours, of course you
are stealing. But if these are things from your inherent nature,
who are you stealing from? Where would you be stealing from?

Everything is made from the mind alone. “When I steal things,

$0To be continued
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