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2018 Honoring Elders Day at CTTB

38 / ¥ #F  Written and Translated by Siyan Chan

As autumn arrives, the rustle of
falling leaves is accompanied by
the excited chatter of the students
of Developing Virtue Secondary
Schools as they prepared for the 27th
Honoring Elders Day celebration,
which has been an annual tradition
of the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas (CTTB) since 1992.

On November 3, 2018, students from Developing Virtue Girls School

(DVGS) warmly welcomed the guests into the Dining Hall where the event
was to take place. As this year marks the hundredth anniversary of the
founder of CTTB, Venerable Master Hsuan Hua, several students recited
verses of poems to commemorate the event. This was then followed by a
wonderful performance by the violin ensemble of DVGS. This year, the
well-known Ukiah Uketones and Raging Grannies also put on their shows
at the event, singing songs such as “You are my sunshine” while strumming
their ukeleles, creating an atmosphere filled with music and joy. The Boys
Band from Developing Virtue Boys School (DVBS) also performed two
original songs “The Boys School Spirit Song” and “Teachers’ Day Song” to
express their gratitude towards all elders.

As everyone was immersed in the high spirits of various performances,
lunchtime soon arrived and the students of DVBS engaged in a Tea

Ceremony by offering tea to the elders to express their respect towards
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them. Afterwards, a delicious vegetarian meal was served
by the students, which included Asian delights such as fried
rice, spring rolls, curry puffs, sweet and sour vegetables and
much more!

After a scrumptious meal, the thunderous 24-season
drumming and the suspenseful Lion Dance performances
put up by the students of DVBS kept everyone glued to
their seats as the audiences watched them perform stunts
accompanied by the beat of dynamic drums and loud
cymbals. The Chinese Orchestras from both the Developing
Virtues Secondary Schools also shared their melodious
music with the audience. To conclude the event, students
from DVGS performed the Guan Yin Dance, symbolizing
the thousand arms of the Bodhisattva of Compassion.
Dressed in vibrant colors of purple and orange, the dancers
brought to an end the event with their beautiful dance.

As the guests left with wide smiles on their faces, our
hearts too were filled with joy. We hope that this will
continue to be a tradition of CTTB and that everyone will
always remember to respect and cherish their elders, so that
all elders may experience the honor and happiness of those
who attended the celebration.

On Oct. 28, the Sunday before Honoring Elders Day
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, Instilling Goodness
Elementary and Developing Virtue Secondary Schools
girls division and Ukiah Adventist hospital jointly held an
Honoring Elders Day at the hospital from 10am to 2pm.
There were booths about health and wellness in the Glenn
Miller and Main Conference Rooms of the hospital. Girl
students played violin and keyboard for entertainment.
Girl students also provided booths such as knitting and
massage to release pressure for the elders. Several restaurants
in Ukiah offered free vegetarian lunches for elders to enjoy
a wonderful day.

Venerable Master Husan Hua promoted Honoring
Elders Day in the United States to remind us “to care of
our own elders as well as others’ elders.” This has gradually
created a trend in some places such as in Chinatown, San
Francisco, where, after Gold Mountain Monastery tradition
of Honoring Elders Day, another Chinese group with over
100 years' history has also started us to hold an Honoring
Elders event at the end of the year. Instilling Goodness
Elementary and Developing Virtue Secondary Schools
girls division and Ukiah Adventist hospital jointly held an
Honoring Elders Day is another example and a new model

as well. &
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