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Lectures by the Venerable Master Hua
English translation by Yong Wei Kwong
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(%

s &4 3)

o

AR - SR AaEE s TR
ZEBRIZ  DRBAAL - R
R o P E AR A RS -
Friligsi e " R AEIAT - 2
BNED G RPEETEC > HCERHE
Bl o o A AFREUARFI AL R T

ER L, > EREFLTEEY - [E
THE T THEIX N REREE

a0 fRtE TEBOmEE - RET
Mg 2 FMTEEEIRIE T 2 5 AR
PSR SC A A L7 2

ISV pras v (A I I |
RyiERET > P A st 3 2] —(E ©
3 HIERSE ©

[#hfs 2 FLSCT - 7L - FEE
NAEfPALEE - & BT I Y
EWHRK - EHIEEE LS - ES
Lo EREEES > BER A
B o i ar e - AR

RLEEst " 52, o B ABTEM R
F?LX%J ° m?%:g;.g

% 2 o

The Analects of Confucius

(continued)

Chapter 5: Gongye Chang

Not ashamed means “not afraid of shame or ridicule.” As mentioned in the
Analects Chapter 2: “If you understand, then say that you understand. If you do
not understand, then say that you do not understand.” If I do not understand
something, I will approach anyone I come across and seek advice. This is the same
idea as the saying: Everybody is my teacher; I am a teacher to everyone. Constantly
being a teacher to myself, I am constantly a teacher to others. Therefore, addressing
all of you as “Teacher” was something that I learnt from Confucius. Understand?
Someone asks, “Venerable Master! Do you mean to say you are also keen and fond
of learning and not ashamed of secking advice from your inferiors? Are you implying
that we are all inferior to you?” In that case, why don’t all of you be my master
instead?

For these reasons, he was accorded the posthumous title of “Wen”. It was
by virtue of such qualities that Kong Wenzi was conferred posthumously the title of
“Wen.”

[Editor’s Note: Kong Wenzi — His surname was Kong, his given name, Yu,
alias Zhongshu Yu. He was a senior minister in the State of Wei during the Spring
and Autumn Period, serving as assistant to Duke Ling of Wei. He was in charge of
foreign affairs and was good at repartee when interacting with guests and visitors. As
an administrator of state affairs, he had a reputation for being capable and virtuous.
Apart from his keen mind and fondness for learning, he was not ashamed to seek
advice from his inferiors, and was therefore accorded the posthumous title of “Wen”
after his death. Later generations respectfully referred to him as “Kong Wenzi.”]

s To be continued
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