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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Dharma Master Du Shun
(continued)
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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on May 28, 1988
English translation by MTT (Malaysian Translation Team)
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The monk said, “Don’t cry, I am doing this to help resolve your past afflictions
with your son. Do you remember killing someone for their gold? Now, he
has been reincarnated to become your son and has come back for revenge:
when he grows up, he will destroy your entire family. I can prove it to you.”
Then, he pointed his finger to the infant’s dead body.

Suddenly, the dead infant turned into a large man, glaring and gritting
his teeth, he said, “In a previous life, you robbed me of my gold, killed me,
and dumped me in a river, so in this life I have come back as your son to
collect my debt from you. However, you have met the greatly compassionate
Master Du Shun, who prevented me from exacting my revenge. Because
it is better to resolve this past enmity than to hold on to it, I am willing
to cancel the debt you owe me. As a result, I will forgive you for your past
wrongdoings. Were it not for him, I would definitely not let you off this
casily. Were I to remain bent on my revenge, you would not be able to avoid
the retribution you deserve and live a peaceful and contented life.

This couple who made the offering, after having realized the truth,
repented and became Buddhists. They became vegetarians and practiced
bowing to the Buddhas and reciting Sutras. They sincerely repented their
offenses, which brought about an auspicious response that was intertwined
with the Way. Therefore, at the age of 40, they gave birth to another son, who
was handsome, with delicate features, and was both talented and filial. He
later became a Jinshi (an Advanced Scholar who passes the highest imperial
civil examination), bringing fame and glory to his family and their ancestors.
This is one of the miraculous acts of Dharma Master Du Shun, showing the
use of spiritual powers to teach and transform living beings.

Upon hearing that his master was actually Manjushri Bodhisattva, this
disciple turned back, despite having bowed all the way to Mount Wutai. He

rushed back to the temple, traveling day and night non-stop. However, when
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he arrived at the temple, his teacher—Master Du Shun—had already
entered Nirvana while sitting in the upright meditation posture. This can
be described by the saying: “Even while passing someone at arm’s length,
you still miss your chance.” Very often, people have the same situation; as

it is said, “Facing Guanyin Bodhisattva, you still don’t realize it.”

A verse in praise says:
Freely coming and going,
Neither greedy nor seeking,
Teaching and transforming beings:
To quickly turn over a new leaf.
To sincerely recite the Buddha’s name,
So as to freely roam amidst the seven-jeweled ponds;
After rebirth into the highest grade of lotus,

One may enjoy true bliss without agony.

Freely coming and going. Why can a person come and go freely?

Neither greedy nor seeking. Only because the cultivator is not greedy
nor seeking. Why is he not greedy nor seeking? It is because he has no
selfishness in his heart. A cultivator’s ultimate goal is to come and go freely.
If he wants, he can stay alive; or, he can just go anytime he wants. Living
or dying all depends on his will. He can just pick some year, month, and
day to go, and he will go into Nirvana at that time. If he doesn’t want to
go, he can live longer in the world. Regarding freedom in life and death,
enlightened cultivators have absolute confidence and control.

Teaching and transforming beings. He stays in the world to continue
teaching beings. To quickly turn over a new leaf. He hopes every being
will repent and come back to the righteous way, because the sea of suffering
is endless.

To sincerely recite the Buddha's name. By chanting “Namo
Amitabha” sincerely with one heart, one practices the Pure Land Dharma-
Door. So as to freely roam amidst the seven-jeweled ponds. Then this
person can travel to the seven-jeweled lotus pond at any time he wishes.

After rebirth into the highest grade of lotus. There are nine lotus

stages in the Pure Land:

high superior, superior, low superior;
high average, average, low average;

high inferior, inferior, and low inferior;

If you perfect your merit and cultivation, then you will be reborn into
the highest grade. Enjoying true bliss without agony. The Pure-Land has
no suffering but only unlimited bliss. Therefore, if we practice the Pure-

Land Dharma, we have to be sincere with one heart unconfused.
s0To be continued
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