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The world of the five turbidities 1s pure and immaculate,

Heavens 1n the water are shared throughout the four directions.
—Celebration of Guan Yin Bodhisattva’s Day of Leaving the Home-Life
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English translation by Yaping Wang / Michael lu

On October 21, the Celebration of the Leaving Home Day of
Guanyin Bodhisattva was held at CT'TB. That day also marked the
beginning of the third Guanyin Session of the year, which ran until
October 27, the actual day of Guanyin Bodhisattva’s Leaving the
Home-Life.

On that late autumn day with sparse clouds dotting the sky, the
Abbot shared with the assembly a true story about a Chan Master
compassionately transforming a thief. In the story, the Chan Master
was able to become fearless of death by frecing himself from greed
and attachments. This is exactly what the Universal Door Chapter
tells us: as long as we can sincerely recite the name of Guanyin
Bodhisattva and free ourselves from greed, anger and delusion, we
will shed away fear and anxiety. Thus, when we help living beings
compassionately, we are emulating the “Giver of Fearlessness,”
Guanyin Bodhisattva. Though we may not be able to change the
whole world, we can certainly change the worlds of those we help.

Bhikshu Jin Qi said in his talk: “We are celebrating Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s Day of Leaving the Home-Life. What does it mean
to leave home? What home are we leaving? Or what home are

we entering? We are leaving the home of afflictions, and we enter
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the house of Tathagata. We can ask ourselves: Am I at ease this
moment? Or am I afflicted? If we are not irritated, we have left the
home of afflictions. Also we are sincerely bowing to Tathagatas of
the ten directions in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, and this
is to enter the home of Tathagata.”

Bhikshuni Heng Sheng shared a true story with everyone. When
a Dharma Master was severely ill and lay in the ICU in Taiwan, she
saw the Venerable Master appear in her room, even though he was
in the United States at the time. The Venerable Master instructed
her not to sleep that night but instead recite Guanyin Bodhisattva’s
name sincerely. After a while, the doctor asked her to drink half a
bottle of medicine, after which she immediately entered a coma.
In her coma, she found herself drifting in the ocean, but she
continued to recite Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name. As a response,
the Bodhisattva came to rescue her and bring her to the shore. A
basket then appeared besides her, and inside the basket was a baby
boy with blessed features. She thought: “I may be reborn tonight.”
At that moment, the Venerable Master appeared again and asked
her whether she wanted to be reborn as a person. The Dharma
Master replied: “No, I want to be reborn in the Western Land
of Ultimate Bliss.” Then the Venerable Master wrote something
down a piece of paper and stamped his palm on it. This Dharma
Master eventually recovered and came to understand that both the
Venerable Master and Guanyin Bodhisattva had compassionately
practiced the Forty-Two Hands and Eyes and perfected the
gateway of compassion to liberation, in this way saving her and
extending her life for fifteen more years. Dharma Master Heng
Sheng reminded everyone that only living in the present and
applying effort in cultivation can let us repay the kindness of the
triple jewel.

The English recitation of the Universal Door Chapter was held
by Bhikshunis Heng Chi and Jin Xiang in the Lengthening Life
Hall for the first three days of the session and was attended by over
forty people daily. It was surely a different experience from the
Chinese recitation, with the pleasant melodies of English chanting
bringing Dharma joy to attendees.

On October 22, members from the San Francisco charity
organization ServiceSpace also attended the English recitation
of the Universal Door Chapter. The group of nine included Sister
Lucy Kurien from India, lovingly called “Mother Teresa of Pune;”
Alfred Tolle from Germany, founder of the Wisdom Together
movement; Shamash Aidina from the UK, co-founder of Museum
of Happiness; Vicky Johnson from the UK, co-founder of Museum
of Happiness; Padmanaban Gopalan from India, founder of “No
Food Waste” and social entrepreneur; and Nipun Mehta, founder

of ServiceSpace. They listened to kindergarteners sing “Lighting
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Lamps for You and Me.” At Developing Virtue
Girls’ School, when Sister Lucy saw the students
white shirts, she told them the story of Gauss” white
shirts and received warm hugs from them in return.
It was an important and inspiring moment for the
students to see someone as unique and exemplary
as Sister Lucy, and it motivated them to continue
helping those in great need in the world, especially
those currently in suffering, and to foster an attitude
of service to the community and to humanity as a

whole.

On the night of the completion of the Guanyin Session, Clay from
southern California shared that he had seen a pamphlet on DRBU-
offered courses and had felt that CTTB was the right place for him.
During this Guanyin Session, he felt that his biggest takeaway was
learning how to be mindful of Guanyin Bodhisattva and to improve
his acceptance and tolerance of those around him. He hoped to bring
what he had learned back to his work and lifestyle.

Chelsea Miller from Hawaii had been a vegetarian since she
was little and was an ardent animal protection advocate. She
currently works at a veterinary hospital. She shared her experience of
meditating and reciting—especially in Chinese—with the assembly,
which helped her concentrate.

Jingrong Zeng from France of eighty years attended the Three
Steps, One Bow from the Mountain Gate to the Patriarch’s Hall for
the first time this time. Although she felt pain throughout her body
afterwards, her vigor received a response. She dreamed the following
morning of the Master, who was wearing a yellow sash and gliding
on the clouds toward the Patriarch’s Hall. The Dharma Masters and
laypeople were already cultivating inside. Jingrong explained that

this dream meant that Guanyin Bodhisattva is always aiding and

protecting everyone in their vigorous cultivation. #






