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Friends Visiting from Afar —=DRBU Tea Gathering
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On Saturday, October 7, 2018, a group of distinguished monks from
China and Taiwan visited the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. The group
consisted of Abbot Chun Wen of Zhen Ru (True Suchness) Monastery,
Jiangxi Province, China, accompanied by Dharma Masters Da Yuan, Pu
Liang, He Wen, and He Qing. From Bai Lin (Cypress Forest) Monastery
of Hebei Province, China was Dharma Master Ming Yan. Coming from
Taipei, Taiwan was Abbot of Da Xiong Vihara, Dharma Master Ming
Guang,.

In the afternoon, students and teachers of Dharma Realm Buddhist
University (DRBU) held a tea gathering for the honored guests. The avid
students welcomed the guests by reciting “How delightful it is to have
friends visiting from afar!” They followed the age-old Confucian saying
with the notable verse by Venerable Master Hua-- “The Venerable Master
Yun saw me and said, ‘It is thus.”” The memorable interchange between
the Venerable Master Hsu Yun and the Venerable Master Hua signified the
deep-rooted relationship between CTTB and Zhen Ru Monastery.

Dharma Master Da Yuan and DRBU’s Three Treasure Tea club
prepared the tea with leaves harvested from the tree personally planted
by Venerable Master Xu Yun at age 114 when he first arrived at Yun Ju
Mountain, Zhen Ru Monastery. The assembly drank this special Chan
tea and listened to Abbot Chun Wen’s talk on the unique combination of
Chan and agriculture at Zhen Ru Monastery, as well as the different ways
of meditation taught by their tradition. Situated inside the monastery are
secluded buildings designed to support monks who would like to cultivate
and advance as Chan Masters. Right outside the monastery, the monks are
building an International Chan Center to receive people who are interested
in learning Chan.

The assembly listened attentively to the talk.. Questions asked by
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students were written on paper, mostly in English. Below are some
examples: One question: “What to do when anger arises?” Answer:
“When anger rises, one should quickly redirect one’s thoughts by
recalling a section of Sutra text, reciting the Buddha’s name or mantra,
therefore one can transform the thought of anger and regulate the mind
in that instant moment. Also, one should take things lightly; all things
are impermanent.” Another question asked: “When cultivation becomes
bitter and difficult, how should one continue on?” Answer: “When we
are focused in meditation, we will experience the bliss of Chan. When
we recite Sutras with a concentrated mind, we will experience the joy
of Dharma. As such, we should train ourselves to be more focused and
develop the joy of Dharma, then we will not feel the bitterness.”

The time was approaching 5 pm, the conversation inevitably had to
come to an end. Dharma Master Chih especially thanked the Dharma
Masters from Zhen Ru Monastery for leaving in the midst of their Chan
sessions and coming to San Francisco and CTTB to join the Assembly
in observing the commemoration of Venerable Master Hua’s Centennial
Birthday.

The tea gathering continued the next day in the afternoon with
Dharma Master Ming Guang, a pioneer in establishing and promoting
Buddhist Children Summer Camps in Taiwan. Parents and children
alike love his summer camp program. Two DRBU faculties, Director of
Development and Strategic Planning, Wayne Chen, and the Assistant
Professor, Stacy Chen, attended such activities when they were children.

In addition to the students and teachers of DRBU at the tea gathering,
a group of young children from Instilling Goodness Girls School, led by
their teacher, very charmingly entered and sat quietly listening to the
stories. Dharma Master Ming Guang lively led the assembly in chanting
Om Mani Padme Hum. Then he shared several interesting stories about
how he became a monk. When he was a student, from middle school
to college, he often joined the activities offered by Christians for young
people, chanting hymns with joy, and helping the Christian group with
publications; then he took refuge with the Three Jewels withour fully
understanding the true meaning. In the end, he resolved to become a
Buddhist monk. He said that the skills he learned from taking part in the
activities of the Christian group helped him in establishing the Buddhist
summer camps and street festivals. Dharma Master Ming Guang has
also been invited to several states in the US to host the summer camps.
In turn, he invited Dharma Master Sure to co-host the program which
has run since 2012.

As for a question from the audience, “How to engage children?”
Dharma Master Ming Guang said that one should be young at heart
- join in the activities with the kids, not just be bystanders and give

instructions. The tea gathering ended joyously with Dharma Master Ming

Guang’s signature song of “Amitabha, Amitabha, Namo Amitabha.”
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