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Opening Ceremony of the Photo and Book Exhibition

Commemorating Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Centennial Birthday

at the San Francisco Main Library

9, X By Mukai
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Translated by the Early Bird Translation Team

To  commemorate the
100* birthday of Venerable
Master Hsuan Hua,
Dharma Realm Buddhist
(DRBA) s
hosting a Photo Exhibition

Association

that started on October
6, 2018 and will end on
January 11, 2019 at the San
Francisco Main Library. Jim
Wood, the

for California’s Second State

representative

Assembly District, proposed
1853425

recognizing Venerable Master Hua’s efforts in introducing and spreading

Resolution No.

the Buddhadharma, including also the Master’s many contributions to the
West. He (Jim Wood) received many signatures for the proposal, including
those from Assemblymembers Kansen Chu, Phil Ting, David Chiu, and
state Senator Mike McGuire. During the opening ceremony on October
6, Kansen Chu presented the original copy of the resolution to Reverend
Heng Sure, the President of DRBA.

When Venerable Master Hua came to America to propagate the
Dharma, he first stayed in San Francisco. This photo exhibition is held on
the third floor of the San Francisco Main Library, in the Chinese Center.
About 100 photos entitled “Bringing Dharma West” are displayed in the
hall. These photos give an introduction to the Venerable Master, his senior
disciples, and the Sutra translation activities, the establishment of schools
and the many DRBA branches throughout the world. The photos also
highlight the Venerable Master’s gathering in and teaching beings; those
taught included some important members of the US government.

On the day of the opening ceremony, the Koret Auditorium of
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the Main Library was packed. The program
commenced with the Lion Dance and
Dragon Dance performed by the students
of Developing Virtue Boys School (DVBS);
it was such a performance that energized the
whole room. The opener was followed by a
group chanting the Incense Praise, Heart Sutra,
and the Three Refuges in veneration of the
Buddha. This ritual was led by Dharma Master
Heng Lai, one of the Venerable Master’s earlier
Western disciples, together with the following
eight members from the US, Malaysia, Poland,
Jamaica, and Taiwan:
* Bhikshu Jin He, Bhikshu Jin Chuan, Bhikshu
Jin Wei,
* Bhiksuni Heng Liang, Bhikshuni Heng Jiao,
Bhikshuni Jin Kai,
e Alan Nicholson, and Stacy Chen.
Bhikshu Heng Sure together with
Bhikshuni Heng Liang unveiled a large
picture of Venerable Master Hsuan
Hua.
recalled that after he was ordained by
Venerable Master Hua in the 1970s, he

upheld noble silence for a few years to

Dharma Master Heng Sure

focus on his cultivation. His mother, a

devout Methodist, had never thought

that her son would leave the home-life

to pursue a monastic calling under a

Chinese monk. She once visited the

monastery when her son was already

a monk and had maintained silence

for three years. During the meeting

with his mother, Dharma Master Sure

still maintained the noble silence; his mother could not help but

shed profuse tears. Venerable Master then took his disciple’s heart-

broken mother for a tour around CTTB in his golf cart. The Master

chatted with her and helped her realize the many beneficial aspects

of cultivation. When she met her son the following day, she told

him, “Don’t talk! I now know why you have chosen to follow this
Master. He has true wisdom!”

Dharma Master Heng Sure also recalled that, during George H.

W. Bush’s first presidential campaign tour, the then candidate Bush

came to San Francisco’s Chinatown Portsmouth Square and gave

a speech on his political stand. Venerable Master Hua was among

those invited to give a talk. The Master said to Bush, “Anyone
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wanting to lead the US should have six qualities: not contending, not
being greedy, not secking, not being selfish, not self-benefiting, and
not lying. If you can be like this, you can become the President.” Bush
was successfully elected that year, and Venerable Master Hua was the
only Asian religious representative invited to attend President Bush’s
inauguration ceremony.

Bhiksuni Heng Chih was one of the first five American disciples
to enter the monastic order under Venerable Master Hua in 1969; she
received the full ordination the same year. Since then, she has been a
monastic for nearly five decades, and thus in terms of precept age, is
the most senior Western bhiksuni. She noted that Venerable Master
Hua came to San Francisco with the hope that Westerners would be
willing to study the Buddhadharma. Venerable Master Hua observed
each individual’s potential and dispensed his teachings accordingly. His
teachings directly spoke to the mind and heart of each being whom he
taught. Dharma Master Heng Chih hoped that when people came to
this photo exhibition and viewed the commemorative photos in the
Library, each would receive the Venerable Master’s skillful teachings.
(“The Master came to San Francisco with the hope that Westerners
would want to learn Buddhism. We especially honor how the Master
used good and wise expedient means to reach and teach people with
different personalities, propensities, ages, genders, and nationalities.
For example he would be able to speak the same words and each of us
listening would be amazed that he was speaking to our own mind and
heart. So I hope as you view the commemorative photos of the Master
that you receive his wisdom and expedients in the wonderful ways he
was and is able to give them to us.)

Among those who sent congratulatory letters were:
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e The Publishing House for Religion and Culture of the State
Administration for Religious Affairs of the PR.C. (the People’s
Republic of China) ,
* The Buddhist Association of China. The Vice President of this
Association, Dharma Master Yanjue (Proclaiming the Awakening)
personally composed this couplet in ink with pen brush and mailed
the wall-scroll to DRBA, expressing his congratulatory wishes:

Hsuan (Ch. &) — Proclaiming the Sage’s Teachings, his merit is
limitless.

Hua (Ch. /) — Transforming sentient beings, he is revered as an
exemplar for the world.

Dharma Master Chunwen, the Abbot of Zhenru (True Suchness)
Monastery at Mount Yunju (Clouds’ Abode) in Jiangxi Province,
said that Zhenru Monastery was the last monastery where Venerable
Master Hsu Yun served as abbot during the twilight years of his life.
When Master Hsu Yun first came to Zhenru Monastery, he climbed up
Mount Yunju at the age of 114.

Venerable Master Hua was one of Master Hsu Yun’s disciples who
received the Dharma transmission. Venerable Master Hua devoted his
life to propagating the Buddhadharma overseas. He strictly observed
the Vinaya monastic code; he also advanced in both understanding
and practice, and widely propagated the Chan tradition. With respect
to this, Master Chunwen, on behalf of Zhenru Chan Monastery,
expressed his highest regard and presented the gift of a bronze statue of
Venerable Master Hsu Yun to DRBA.

Dharma Master Zhaocheng (Illuminating Sincerity), the Abbot of
Longhua (Dragon Flower) Monastery in Shanghai, pointed out that
Venerable Master Hua not only brought the Dharma to the United
States but also brought along Chinese culture. In addition, he invited
many Dharma Masters from China [and other countries] to the United
States, thus exposing them to Western culture and simultaneously

promoting interchange between Eastern and Western cultures.
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Dharma
Spring), the Abbot of Lingyin (Efficacious Seclusion)

Master  Guang'quan  (Illumining
Monastery in Hangzhou said that Venerable Master
Hua’s lifetime efforts of propagating the Dharma on
American soil epitomizes the history of American
Buddhism. The Venerable Master forgot about himself
as he toiled and sweated for the sake of the Dharma.
He established the Sangha and firmly grounded the
monastics in their cultivation of the Way; he bestowed
his explanation of the Dharma and 80 gathered in
and taught the faithful. Such was his courageous
vigor, his vast vows and practices to propagate the
Buddhadharma to the West that he won the heartfelt
admiration and reverence from everyone within
Buddhist circles, domestic and overseas.
Dharma Master Ming'guang (Bright Light), the Abbot of
Haiming (Oceanic Radiance) Monastery and Zhongtian (Mid

Heaven) Monastery, recalled that Venerable Master Hua personally
received him when he visited CTTB in 1991. Master Ming’guang
knew that CTTB monastics uphold the precept of eating only one
meal a day at noon, except for the elderly and the sick. However,
when guest monastics come, they are provided with a “medicinal
dinner.” This well reflects Venerable Master Hua’s CTTB tradition of
being “strict on oneself but easy on others.”

Chen Jixiong, former deputy secretary-general of the Control
Yuan (Supervisory Ministry) of the Republic of China, said in a
speech that Venerable Master Hsuan Hua fasted for three weeks in
Taiwan in 1989 to pray for the wellbeing of the citizens. In 1990,
at the Chiang Kai-shek Memorial Hall in Taipei, Venerable Master
Hua hosted a large-scale Buddha recitation session which attracted
over ten thousand participants. During the session, the sky was

illuminated with brilliant and auspicious beams of light. Although
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the physical body of Venerable Master
Hua has left us, his teachings and spirit
still pervade everywhere like empty
space. Since we are commemorating the
Venerable Master today, we should base
ourselves on the foundation that he had
laid for us, and further the propagation
of the Dharma to benefit living beings
so that the Buddhadharma can spread
throughout the world.

Former San Francisco Supervisor
Carol Ruth Silver said that the first time
she met the Venerable Master was at Gold
Mountain Monastery for a Candidates
night. After the meeting, she consulted
a few of the Venerable Master’s disciples.

Since her adopted son was from Taiwan,

she was hoping to find a Chinese
(Mandarin) immersion school in
San Francisco.

One of the Venerable Master
Huas  disciple
her that the Venerable Master

was also hoping to establish a

expressed  to

Chinese immersion school in
Gold Mountain
So, in 1974, Gold Mountain
established  the
Buddhist
Elementary School. In 1976, the
School moved to the CTTB, and

Monastery.

Monastery

Instilling ~ Virtue

the school’s name was changed to the current Instilling Goodness Elementary

School. She said, “In schools all over the United States, virtue is not taught, ethics

is not taught. We need to again look at and decide to create

the instilling virtue elementary schools of tomorrow.”

Cynthia Chang, the Vice President of California Asian

Pacific Islander School Board Members Association, stated

that when her eldest son decided to become a monk at CTTB,

she felt her heart tightened up like a clenched fist. It wasnt

until ten years later that she could really let go, and her heart

expanded from the fist to an open and relaxed palm, and

felt as if she had the entire world: “It took me 10 years to

finally let go. When I was attached, my fist was so tight, this

is how much I had [that was how small my world was]. Once

I opened it up, I had the entire world.” Cynthia Chang also

re-emphasized the importance of ethical education.
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California Assemblyman Kanshen Chu said that, as the only Buddhist
in the California State Assembly, he represented all of his colleagues to award
Resolution No. 1853425 to the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association. He also
awarded a congratulatory certificate in recognition of Venerable Master Hua’s
founding of Gold Sage Monastery in San Jose, as well as his propagating the
Dharma in the Bay Area to benefit living beings for over three decades.

Wayne Lee, the Deputy Mayor of the City of Millbrae, came in person
to bring the congratulatory certificate to the DRBA, and he asked his
mother Mimi Lee to speak on his behalf. Among those who also delivered
congratulatory speeches and awarded certificates of commendation were:

* Jade W, the assistant to State Assemblymember Phil Ting

e Jackson Gee, the representative of San Francisco District Attorney George
Gascon

* Jessica Ho, the assistant to San Francisco Board Supervisor Katy Tang.

They  honored and
Venerable Hua’s
establishing a Sangha in the West,

revered
Master spirit  of
leading his disciples to translate many
Sutras, establishing Buddhist education
that stresses ethical conduct and virtue,
as well as his promoting of interfaith
dialogues.

The girl students from CTTB’s
Developing Virtue Secondary School
Girls Division staged a dance of the
thousand-eye and the thousand-hand
With

lively, vivacious, well-concerted hand

Guanyin Bodhisattva. their

gestures, and graceful and elegant

dance steps, the girl students brought

to life Guanyin Bodhisattva’s qualities

of wisdom and compassion. Wisdom

and compassion have been the very
goal of education that
Venerable Master Hua set
forth for CTTB students
to diligently strive

toward. With wisdom and

compassion they can truly help living beings.

The opening ceremony attracted a number of old disciples,

for example:

* Wong Doc-Fai, the Grandmaster of the Wong Doc-Fai Martial

Art Center in San Francisco, and also the translator for Venerable

Master Hua in 1960.

* Pius Lee, who introduced Venerable Master Hua to serve as

the religious chaplain for the San Francisco Police Department.
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Lee is now the Chairman of the San Francisco
Chinatown Neighborhood Association. Lee had
people bring forth his well-wishes.
The opening ceremony of “The Photo
Exhibition of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s
Centennial Birthday” was completed in a warm
atmosphere. On the seventh of October CTTB
was visited by honored guests:
e Four young bhikshus from Zhenru (True
Suchness) Chan Monastery led by High Master
Chunwen
* Dharma Master Mingyan from Bailin (Cypress
Grove) Chan Monastery in Hebei
* Dharma Master Ming’guang from Taiwan.
The reception was co-hosted by DRBA’s
Chairperson Reverend Heng Sure and Abbot Dharma Master Heng Lyu of CTTB.
Together they toured the Buddha Hall and Wordless Hall where they revered the
sacred relics of Shakyamuni Buddha, Venerable Master Hsu Yun, and Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua. Then they went to visit Dharma Realm Buddhist University (DRBU),
which has successfully gone through the accreditation process required by WASC
(Western Association of Schools and Colleges) and attained the qualification certificate
for DRBU. Afterwards, the guests went to tour the construction site of Wonderful
Enlightenment Buddhist Institute which is in the first phase of construction. Abbot
Dharma Master Lyu explained to the guests that the site used to be agricultural land and
it took [the] CTTB many years of hard
work to convert it into the education-
purposed land. Coincidentally, this
years  centennial ~commemoration
marks the formal commencement of its
phase one construction.
On the 7th and 8th of October, two
lectures were given by Master Chunwen
and Master Ming'guang respectively:
one at DRBU and the other at CTTB
Buddha Hall. Such a large Dharma
feast brought Dharma bliss to the heart
of everyone who came to listen. This
was also the exchange of experiences in
propagating the Dharma in the West
and the East. It provided an occasion in
which participants can learn from each
other so that the Buddhadharma will
flourish, helping living beings to lessen
their desires, unfold their wisdom, leave
suffering, attain bliss, so that peace will

truly prevail in the world. &
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China Religious Culture Publisher
Congratulatory Letter
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association:

We are very pleased to know that the Commemoration for of the
Centennial of Venerable Master Hua’s Birthday will be held in San Francisco
on October 6, 2018 and wish to send our heartfelt congratulations to
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association for this ceremony!

In the early 1960s, Venerable Master Hua arrived in the United
States and later founded the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas in Northern
California. The Venerable Master was a pioneer in bringing Chinese
Buddhism to the West and played a pivotal role in the development of
Chinese Buddhism and Chinese traditional culture in the United States.

After over a decade of close collaboration and mutual exchanges
between the two organizations, China Religious Culture Publisher has
published more than twenty books of talks and commentaries by the
Venerable Master Hua on Buddhism, which has garnered great success in
China. We wish to continue our friendship and deepen our collaboration
to widely promote the publication of more bilingual books on Buddhism

in the near future.

We hereby wish you a successful commemoration for the Centennial of
Venerable Master Hua’s Birthday!

China Religious Culture Publisher
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| vow that all living beings who see my face,
or even hear my name,

will fix their thoughts upon Bodhi

and quickly accomplish the Buddha’s Way.

——by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua

TCREALABERREBAFR (B URBEEE) 2018F1086HE2019F1811H
A Photo Exhibition at the San Francisco Main Library
to commemorate Venerable Master Husan Hua’s Centennial Birthday

from October 6, 2018 to January 11, 2019





