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(continued)

Chapter 5: Gongye Chang

(15) Zigong inquired, “Why was Kong Wenzi accorded the posthumous title
of ‘Wen’?” The Master replied, “He had a keen mind and was fond of learning.
Furthermore, he was not ashamed of seeking advice from his inferiors. For these

reasons, he was accorded the posthumous title of ‘Wen’.”

[ Venerable Master’s Commentary ]

Zigong inquired. Zigong was a person who did not have anything to do other than
being a busy body and asking about everything under the sun. Zigong was known for
criticizing other people. He was always asking, “What is this? And, what is that? What
do people think of me? What about you? What about him?” You see, he had so much
time on his hands that he got involved in worthless pursuits! In this case, he asked about
Kong Wenzi.

Why was Kong Wenzi accorded the posthumous title of ‘Wen’? On what basis
did Kong Wenzi deserve the title of “Wen’? Here, the character 3’ (wén), meaning
‘cultured’, is used as a posthumous title. In ancient times, posthumous titles were
bestowed by the state ruler to honor deceased persons. It was meant as an award, not
unlike a medal or a certificate of merit. In this case, the certificate of merit had the
character ‘32 written on it, hence the name ‘Kong Wenzi’. ‘3" describes a person of

impressive literary talent who produces outstanding literary works, and has connotations
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of elegance and loftiness. With this in mind, Zigong asked, “In what sense
is he qualified to be honored as “Wen’? How could he possibly be bestowed
with such a posthumous title?”

The Master replied. Confucius explained, “He had a keen mind
and was fond of learning. Furthermore, he was not ashamed of seeking
advice from his inferiors. He was agile in his thinking and very eager to
seek knowledge. Moreover, he did not consider it shameful to ask for advice
from individuals who were of a lower status than him. Reading this line,
we should ask ourselves: Are we able to compare with Kong Wenzi? Our
attitude is that when we do not know something, we are not willing to
consult others.

For example, there is a professor who likes to put on airs, telling his
students: “Go and do the experiments, then analyze the results and write
a paper on your findings!” What happens after it has been written? He
promptly submits it to a journal for publication, claiming to be the author
of the research article. Ah, this is gaining fame by deception! In fact, he does
not know the subject matter at all and yet he does not bother to seek advice
from his inferiors. Instead, he wants to ‘test’ his students by making use of
them as ghost writers. He is too embarrassed to admit his own ignorance
and so he says, “Let me give you a test. I want to see how good you are!”
Actually, he himself lacks the ability and qualifications and is not even of
the same standard as his students! By taking advantage of his position as
professor, he arrogantly orders his students to write the papers on his behalf
and then claims all the credit for himself.

Therefore, this is an example of a person who lacks a keen mind. In this
context, the character ‘B’ (min) can be interpreted as ‘H&AH’ (cong ming),
which means ‘clever’ or ‘bright’, or ‘Gf#’ (min ji¢), which means ‘quick’
or ‘agile’. Kong Wenzi was very interested to know how erudite the people
around him were, and he also paid great attention to his own learning. By
drawing on ideas from a wide range of people, he could augment his own
wisdom and discover the source of his intellectual ability. For this reason,
he was not ashamed of seeking advice from his inferiors. He was very fond
of learning; if there was something he did not understand, he would even
approach a child and ask, “Hey! Do you know what this line means?” He
was modest enough to seck advice from anybody, even if they were of a
lower status.

Once, there was an individual who posed this question to another
person, “As I have a keen mind and am fond of learning, I am not ashamed
of seeking advice from my inferiors. Therefore, I wish to consult you: “In
your opinion, what does this saying mean?” Well, the person who was asked
this question thought about it and realized, “What you mean to say is that I
am inferior to you!” Ha! He then responded by reciting the mantra “Svaha!”
Even if you want to ask somebody a question, you need not preface it with

such condescending words.
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