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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Dharma Master Du Shun
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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on May 28, 1988
English translation by MTT (Malaysian Translation Team)
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Dharma Master Du Shun was born during the Sui Dynasty, and lived mostly during
the Tang Dynasty. He was the founding patriarch of the Huayan School, which was
founded based on the teachings of the Flower Adornment Sutra. He is believed to
have been an incarnation of Manjushri Bodhisattva. He enlightened living beings
and taught Dharma, his teachings were widespread. One of his disciples traveled
far to Moutain Wutai to pay his respects to Manjushri. When he arrived there, an
elderly monk told him, “Your master is Manjushri. You should go back and pay your
respects to him. Why do you seek something far away when it is already in front of
you?” When the disciple found out that Dharma Master Du Shun is an incarnation of
Manjushri Bodhisattva, he traveled tirelessly day and night to go back to his temple to
see his master. However, when he finally arrived, Master Du Shun had already entered
Nirvana, sitting in the upright position.

Once, a couple offered a vegetarian meal for Dharma Master Du Shun. The hosts
begged the Dharma Master to bless their child in order to prolong his life, quell
possible disasters, and fulfill all his wishes. The Dharma Master told them to bring
their son to the riverside. He then snatched the baby from them, and tossed the baby
into the river. The couple couldn’t help but burst into tears. The master told them, “I
am doing this to resolve your son’s past resentments towards you.” The monk pointed
his finger towards the baby, and he suddenly became a big man. The man glared and
ground his teeth and said, “In a previous life, you robbed me of my gold, killed me,
and then dumped me in a river, so this life, | have come back to collect my debt from
you. However, you have encountered the greatly compassionate Master Du Shun, who
came forth to resolve our past enmity. Were it not for him, I would not have let you
off so easily.” Now that the hosts understood the truth, they became vegetarian for the
rest of their lives. They bowed to the Buddhas, recited Sutras, and repented sincerely.
Their cultivation brought forth an auspicious response. At the age of 40, they had a
handsome son with delicate features. He was both talented and filial. He later became

a champion among many scholars and brought glory to their ancestors.



HeA T (B SR R i > R NAR
Hy—#0 > XIUNEREL > ALK
WAHEA > frE T LERS - RERRME
EEMAEEAN  AEAN D AHAREE
T ANARETE - EEILHEIERST
PR o GEHEMTT 73 > BEB IR L R

FLOEBFMABES > RELEEE A5

FENERD i R FE R A > By BEE B =AY
AiH o Bt - HEIERIANE - —fA
TR R A NERTT o T 1o 2 SR T R B
REALHEGHVR A - FEAOEHE > HBBA R
SOREE(ESRBUERAE > EHEE >
{ERHL -

it T2 (ERESS - HhE —(EES L
TAZRSRAIRAAL > HgriR#all > #
Al — S Bk ERE - nEE
NE] > REE S MATSC - 5 S
Iz —— At R A AT S L SR
WE o E(ERES LIRS > B e A
PSR E - —S EER RN o 1]
EEFAGL - AEYE - BE—(EE
4 - BMELRIM 0 " IREE FA
w2 s T IRAEIRATSCHL SR - B
— RN SR EERERY - TS
SORETE - EEEERERAE [T
BN HEfELi  JRASE > Kt
e ? ) SRSEEEE AT« TR | R
SR > IRENSCHUR SR EE » IREAE N
PO EE - IREEE EZH o BESR
EEMEAN T | IR EE A - )
58 > HUIBMET SRR SOREE -

FEiElHe - EMEA BT E5HER - B
EEEZHIAE ? BN Ry R E —EAAR
&1 e EG o BEeETHEET 0 A
G T o ETR ERHAIEAEIZEE - KRS
RO AWK st E = - S
JRSE - MITRTR > 1578 ERLaA KALIEA M 4G
it 5T ARIOFY > BEM TR SRS ~ A
EAE o FRNER T O fth 6 72 1 BR A A 2
A o BITIAEE > MNER DN 2 5 A R
HMERE - BRI WERE—FE
TETEEESE T - BHAEE > BER

e S48

The world we live in falls within the realm of the Six Desire Heavens,
it is the dwelling place of all kinds of different beings. It is also, “a place
where both ignorance and wisdom live side by side.” There are some wise
people, there are also some ignorant people. As the saying goes “The wise
are blending with the unwise, dragons and snakes flock together.” In this
world, there are good people, there are vile people, and there are some
that have various degrees of both qualities. There are no clear boundaries
between good and bad. It all depends upon the intentions of the heart. If
we aim to benefit others, we are good. On the other hand, if we aim to
hurt others, we are bad.

Dharma Master DuShun, the founding Patriarch of the Huayan
School (Avatamsaka School) of China, was born during the Sui Dynasty
and lived most of his life during the Tang Dynasty. His family name was
Du and his ordination name was FaShun. However, people just called
him Monk Du. He was an incarnation of Manjushri Bodhisattva, and
came here to teach Dharma to people with whom he had prior affinities.
Buddhism flourished everywhere during that time period because he
taught the Dharma and helped cross over beings.

He had a disciple who heard that by going on a pilgrimage to Moutain
Woautai, one of the Four Holy Buddhist Mountains in China, one could
meet Manjushri Bodhisattva. Therefore, this disciple sincerely embarked
on a pilgrimage to Moutain Wutai to pay homage to the Bodhisattva.
Throughout his journey, the disciple was very reverent and respectful.

On a mountain slope, he met an old monk who asked him, “Why did
you come here?” The disciple said, “When I became a monk under my
master, I heard that Manjushri Bodhisattva is very efficacious. Therefore, I
came here to pay him my respects.” The old monk replied,

The traveler hurries about,

Wutai is far from your abode,

Bowing to the hills of Wutai,

Why are you here?

“You gave up something near by to seck the same thing far away.
Manjushri Bodhisattva is your master. You came from afar to look for him
yet you didn’t even recognize him before you! You are looking all around
for the hat on your head. After seeing Manjushri Bodhisattva, you passed
him by to come over to find him!” This disciple was shocked with the
discovering that his master was Manjushri Bodhisattva.

On another occasion, a host came to the temple to make an offering.
How did this host become rich? He once saw someone with some gold,
and then killed that person for it. He probably felt very guilty after robbing
the gold. Therefore, he made offerings to the Three Treasures to repent for
his crimes. After the meal, he asked Master Du Shun to bless his son, to
prolong their lives, quell any possible disasters, and fulfill all their wishes.
The master told him to bring his son and follow him to the river. When
they(the man and his wife) reached the river, the monk took the infant
child, threw him into the river and drowned him. The parents burst into

tears and cried out when they saw their child drown. $0To be continued
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