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Celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s Birthday at

City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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Reciting the name of the Earth Store Bodhisattva with utmost sincerity will end the cycle of transmigration in the six paths.
Numerous beings are seizing the moment to transcend the realms of birth and death, thus forever severing themselves from the
suffering cycle of existence. As a result, the effort to recite Earth Store Bodisattva’s name is considered to be most sacred and its merits

inconceivable beyond measure. Recite without seeking, recite unconditionally, recite generously and to this end, recite determinatedly.

An instructional talk given by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua in March 1982
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The 2018 Earth Store Session
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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Written by Qi Di
English translation by Alan Qian
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The 2018 Earth Store Session at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas was
very auspicious. The recitation was carried out in three different halls, each
hall holding the recitation in a different language: one in Chinese, one in
English, and one in Vietnamese. This enabled the faithful practitioners of
differing mother tongues to deeply enter the Sutra treasury, filling them with
Dharma joy, and to deeply feel Earth Store Bodhisattva’s great vows and
powers: “If the hells are not emptied, I shall not become a Buddha.”

CTTB hosted the celebration of Earth Store Bodhisattva’s birthday on
September 9. It was an early warm autumn day. At 6:50 A.M., a lot of faichful
practitioners gradually assembled at the Mountain Gate. Following the lead
of the monastic cantor, they chanted “Namo Earth Store Bodhisattva” as
they proceeded to the Buddha Hall, bowing once every three steps. The
chanting of “Namo Earth Store Bodhisattva” was carried gently by the early
morning breeze, causing all living beings who heard the recitation to gain
the benefit of the Dharma. Meanwhile, in the Buddha Hall, the assembly

started reciting the first volume of the Earth Store Sutra, thus formally
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. commencing this Earth Store Session.

During lunch, Dharma Master Heng Lyu,
the Abbot of CTTB, gave a Dharma talk. He said
that the Mendocino Complex Fire was still blazing
ceaselessly. The hells are also known as the “realm
of the inferno” because hell beings constantly
suffer scorching by blazing fire. These fires are
caused because living beings lack compassion and
constantly lose their tempers. Venerable Master
Hua often instructed us to look for the good in
the bad. For example, if someone yells at us, we
imagine that this person is smiling instead, and
reciprocate with a smile. We should smile more, and
not be upset or angry. Then, no matter where we
are, our hearts will be filled with glorious sunshine,
and even in the darkest of times, we will be able
to bring sunshine to others. This way, we can become good assistants to

Earth Store Bodhisattva.

In Bhikshu Jin Sheng’s talk, he emphasized that the Earth
Store Sutra, the Ullambana Sutra, and the Sutra on the Difficulty of
Repaying the Profound Kindness of Parents are all Buddhist Sutras that
emphasize filial respect. Moreover, the Earth Store Sutra is a Sutra
on the Law of Cause and Effect, explaining the Law clearly and
thoroughly. Shakyamuni Buddha entrusted Earth Store Bodhisattva
with the heavy responsibility of teaching living beings who are
headstrong and obstinate. Earth Store Bodhisattva vowed that any
being who does even the slightest good in the Dharma would have
created affinities with Earth Store Bodhisattva, and he will save that
being. For everyone here to eat together is a wholesome deed, even

though it’s only one meal, because no killing karma is created; thus
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we have affinities with Earth Store Bodhisattva.

Bhikshuni Heng Chan said that reciting the Earth Store Sutra can
not only take across the deceased, but also take across the living. “Take
across” means to transcend our greed, anger, and delusion; if we can
transform the mind afflicted by the three poisons, then we will be able
to uphold the Six Great Principles: not fighting, not being greedy,
not secking, not being selfish, not self-benefiting, and not lying. The
Venerable Master said that if we can truly uphold these principles, then

it will be more than sufficient for us to attain Buddhahood. After we
realize Buddhahood, we can go up to the heavens and down to the
underworld to speak Dharma for the sake of all parents, and enable all
living beings to leave suffering, attain bliss, and end birth and death —
this is true filial respect.

During this year’s Earth Store Session, the Sutra was recited
simultaneously in Chinese in the Buddha Hall, in English in the
Rebirth Hall, and in Vietnamese in the Buddha Recitation Hall. The
English and Vietnamese recitations each had about twenty attendees.
DRBA’s most senior bhikshuni, Dharma Master Heng Chih, was one
of the cantors for the English recitation, thus serving as a model of
cultivation for later generations. On completing the Sutra recitation,
both groups joined the participants in the Buddha Hall to chant
the sacred name “Namo Earth Store Bodhisattva.” Finally, everyone
dedicated the merit, wishing that all living beings be gathered in and
protected by Earth Store Bodhisattva’s great compassion, kindness,
powers and vows.

Using three languages to recite the Sutra was well received. A
Vietnamese lay participant said that to recite the Earth Store Sutra
in their native tongue allowed for a more focused mind and deeper
connection with the Bodhisattva. Another attendee from China who
participated in the English recitation said that reciting in English

facilitated a more profound understanding of the Sutra. This tells us
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that the multi-lingual recitation provides a
greater opportunity for more living beings
to gain better understanding of the Sutra
according to their kinds and capacities.
Robert Lam, a layman from London,
said that this was his first time attending
the Earth Store When his

grandmother passed away, six family

Session.

members saw her appear in their dreams;
she even asked some of the family members
to recite the Earth Store Sutra for her. After
that, the whole family started reciting the
Earth Store Sutra and dedicated the merit
to their deceased maternal grandparents.

In 2015, Liu Yang and her family
moved from Minnesota to Ukiah. In 2012,
several days before her first coming to the
CTTB Earth Store Session, she started vomiting incessantly;
however, she mustered her courage and insisted on participating
in the Session. She arrived very late, so she fell asleep immediately.
Strangely, the next day, when she woke up, she stopped vomiting
completely — the symptoms were gone without any trace. Ever
since then, she recites the Earth Store Sutra as her daily practice.
Liu Yang said, “Any time I wish for something, I recite the Earth
Store Sutra and dedicate the merit towards it. For me, the Earth
Store Sutra has become an As-You-Wish Pearl.”

Tran Hong Van, who made a special trip from Vietnam to
participate in this Earth Store Session, explained that in Vietnam
she had read some books on the Dharma teachings of Venerable
Master Hua. Greatly moved by the teachings, she resolved to
take refuge with the Venerable Master. Later she took the Five
Precepts. However, for some reason she broke the precepts in
2015 and was very remorseful. She applied for a visa to the
United States and as her good causes and conditions matured,
everything proceeded smoothly despite that fact she does not
speak English, and she traveled to CTTB without a hitch. She
confessed her fault of breaking the precepts before the Venerable
Master’s image. During the Earth Store Session, she attained
several inconceivable responses and experienced tremendous joy.
After the Earth Store Session, she had to immediately return
to Vietnam, and before leaving, she had this aspiration: “I will
come to CTTB again in the future to participate in a Dharma

Session.” &



