Selflessly Planting Seeds

ALY RETR A

Spoken by Nakula Hertz at CTTB on June 25, 2018
Chinese translation by Wilson Tseng
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I attended Developing Virtue Boys School from 1991 to 1998 as
a student. I wanted to tell you a few stories about my experience
here at the school. It’s very funny for me to say that I came here
almost 30 years ago because for me, it seems like just a moment
ago. The place secems the same-the same stairs, the same Buddha
Hall, but so much time has passed by.

My mother didnt like the principles that her parents gave
her. She didn’t like eating meat, nor did she like intoxications.
She believed association with cultivators was the best type of
relationship. Therefore, when I was 5 years old, my mother was
looking for a school where there were spiritual principles taught,
where the boys and girls were separate and where the aim was to
become a good person.

Even though we were living in Berkeley, she found a school
in West Virginia and she drove all the way there. She volunteered
at the school, but she was very concerned that the teachers were
neglecting the children, so she didn’t send me there. My mother
eventually moved back to the Bay Area and decided to try to teach
me herself. I didnt concentrate on my studies, and I also was
disobedient so I didn’t learn very much.

My mother refused to send me to school though. She was
approached by someone who said, “Your son can barely read, he
can barely write. He has to be educated, he has to go to school.”
My mom replied, “But I need to find the right school. For me
the most important thing is his association, who he’s with. I don’t
want to send him to these schools where they don’t teach any
principles.”

My mother was a cultivator and this was before you could
Google everything, so she had no way of really looking for the
right institution. She prayed. She thought, “I want a school
where the boys and girls are separate, where they accept spiritual
values, where they don’t eat meat, fish, eggs, onions or garlic.” She

meditated on this very sincerely.
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A lady that lived in the back on Guidiville Road visited my
mother and told her that there was this Buddhist Monastery that
had a school and she should come here and sce it. She called up
to schedule an interview. I was 11 years old at the time, and we
came to the administrative office where John Chu greeted us and
sent us to the interview room.

At that time, the principal of the school was Heng Chau,
who did the three-steps-one-bow pilgrimage with Heng Sure,
and there was also Mr. Kellerman, (former Heng Jau). They were
both very serious and strict looking. Mr. Kellerman took out a big
book and had me start reading it, which I couldn’t read. I opened
the book and flipped the pages; the font was very small and T had
only practiced reading simple books, so it was very difficult for
me. I was very nervous and I had failed the test.

Somehow, they still accepted me and IGDVS became the
first school that I ever attended. At that time, there were mostly
dharma masters teaching at the school. The faculty included
Heng Wu, Heng Ru, Heng Chau, Heng Jau, Heng Tsung, Heng
Lyu, and Heng Jang—so many different cultivators were teaching
at the school.

I realize now, and believed that the Venerable Master had put
some very qualified people in the school. I could see that he cared
very much about the school, because he assigned his disciples who
were very educated, experienced, and knowledgeable to deal with
these young, wild boys.

I just want to share some small memories and lessons that
I've learned. My first teacher was Heng Wu who was very tall.
He created a very nice learning environment for us. One time
I said something wrong because I misread the text. After being
corrected, I said, “Oh, I see how I'm wrong.” He complimented
me for that. If we all did our homework, he would take us once a
week to get ice cream.

By then Dharma Master Sure had completed his bowing
pilgrimage and had so many stories to share. He taught us
the Standards for Students. He had a board and every time we
memorized a chapter, he'd put down a star. He told us fascinating
stories of his incredible heroic pilgrimage of taking three steps
and one bow.

When I was a little older, Jin Yong Shr came to the school and
became our physics teacher. At that time, I was extremely nervous,
because I wasn’t good in biology and physics seemed impossible.
After seeing the grade of my first quiz, I knew I wouldn’t do very
well in physics.

A lot of physics did not make any sense to me. I went to Jin
Yong Shr and he said, “Just read the text and accept it for now,

and you may understand it in the future.” I took his advice, “Ok,
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it doesn’t make any sense to me, but I'll just read and accept it.”
Then, I improved dramatically in his class.

Before Dharma Master Lyu was abbot, he taught Chinese to
a small group of beginners. We weren’t very studious. One day
he came in and said, “Today we’re going to play Chinese bingo.
If you want to get them all in a line, you have to answer these
words.” All of a sudden, we were paying close attention.

I also want to share another story. After I was here for five
years, one of my good friends decided to go to public school.
He said that I should come with him because they offer a better
sports program, more options, less school time. There were so
many reasons that he tried getting me to see.

So I went for a one-day trial. As a teenager, I was excited to
go to a school where there were girls. I went to the school and
saw that it was big. There were so many different people there,
and different groups. I thought, this is fine, I can fit right in
here.

That evening, I was in the Confucius hall and I dont know
how Dharma Master Lyu knew about my decision. He came in,
touched my shoulder, and looked at me in the eyes with deep
compassion. He asked, “Are you leaving the school?”

When I looked back at him, I said, “No.”

I realized that there are these very special moments that keep
us connected. When I was younger, everything moved quickly,
and there wasn’t much time to reflect. I realized that it’s through
associating with cultivators and people with compassion that
they can help guide and protect young people.

Many years later after I graduated and went to college, I
started working. I was working for a company and my boss
always worked me very hard. He was paying me for work,
which made me think of working out of good will instead of for
benefits. I then remembered my copy of an early edition of the
commentary on Earth Store Sutra that a friend had given me. I
had looked at it and wondered, “What did Master Hsuan Hua
want from the school? Why did he start it? What did he want
from ic?”

I'm still trying to answer that question. Seeds have fructify
definitely have been planted and while these seeds may take a
very long time to achieve fruition, but they are indeed planted.
I realized that Master Hsuan Hua has been planting incredible
seeds through the Developing Virtue Schools.

In conclusion, I just want to say that unlike a manager or
company CEO who wants something from each employee,
Master Hsuan Hua always unconditionally gives to others. He
offers his benefits to everyone, and his sacrifices produce the
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