EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN CHINA
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104. Guo-Shun’s Self-Immolation

In 1946, the Venerable Master’s second disciple Guo-Shun, who initially
accompanied him to the south but changed his mind midway, returned to
the Hut of Dragon’s Rain to cultivate after receiving the full precepts at
Prajna Monastery in Changchun city. Harassed by the authorities, he felt
much anguish in this mundane world. On April 18, 1949, he set himself on
fire as an offering to the Buddha and dedicated the merit in order to accept

the suffering on living beings on their behalf.

In the Venerable Master’s Own Words:

After Guo-Shun received the full precepts at Prajna Monastery in
Changchun, he returned to the Hut of Dragon’s Rain to cultivate. There were
layman Liu and Yang from the same village who practiced morning and evening
ceremonies as well as reciting the Grear Compassion Mantra with him. Later on
layman Liu left home to become a monk while layman Yang was conscripted
away to join the Eighth Route Army and was not heard from again.

Sometime in July of 1948, while Guo-Shun and layman Gao were reciting
the Great Compassion Mantra, they heard someone knocking at the door.
When they answered the door, they saw it was layman Yang. He didn’t say a
word and just went straight to the back of the house. After finishing reciting
the Grear Compassion Mantra, Guo-Shun went to the back to check on him,
but instead he found a fox that fled away in a hurry. Perhaps layman Yang was
killed in the battlefield and had his brains eaten by the fox, so the fox took on
the appearance of layman Yang to beguile Guo-Shun. However, since Guo-Shun
had attained awe-inspiring virtue by reciting the Great Compassion Mantra, his
mind was unmoved and steady with the power of concentration. As a result, the

fox was unable to perturb his mind and thus revealed its original form and fled.
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Guo-Shun was not afraid of three things — cold, hunger, and poverty. In
the end he also was not afraid of fire as he set himself ablaze. He was supposed
to accompany me, but he went back after reaching Shenyang. Later on he set
himself on fire after being harassed by the government. On April 18th, 1949, he
immolated himself. He sat upright on 100 catties (about 60 kg) of dried wood
and 3.5 catties of soybean oil that he had prepared ahead of time.

Unlike those politically-motivated monks who self-immolated out of anger
in defiance of the government, he felt the world was full of suffering so he set
himself on fire as an offering to the Buddha in order to dedicate the merit and
accept the suffering of living beings on their behalf. The next day, the villagers,
discovering that the Hut of Dragon’s Rain was burned down, rushed over and
found Guo-Shun was still sitting upright. Although his body was burned to
ashes, he heart remained unburned. This confirmed that he had accomplished
the fruition of cultivation and his concentration power was genuine. Everything
he did and said was taken in a completely different way than from before.
Later, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas set up a lifetime plaque for him.

Unfortunately I don’t have Guo-Shun’s picture.

[Postscript] At the time the newspaper 7he Overseas Chinese Daily in Hong
Kong, carried a story about Guo-Shun’s self-immolation in its bi-weekly section

on religion.
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and was no longer proud or arrogant. That was how his virtue
was established and sustained.

Becomes a towering “evergreen pine” with virtuous wife’s
help. This servant was so proud even though he was only the
Prime Minister’s driver and could be physically near the prime
minister. If he himself was the prime minister, he would have
been even more arrogant, definitely seized power and installed
himself as king. However, his wife helped him transform his evil
to virtue, his arrogance to modesty. It was a rare and difficult
thing to do.

Therefore, we need not worry about lacking good things,
but only worry about lacking good people. As long as there are
good people, the bad can transform to good. With the lack of
good people, the bad become worse. We should all diligently
help the world by becoming accomplished good people. Being
a towering “evergreen pine” refers to being a cornerstone or a
pillar of a country — this servant, who started off as a carriage
driver for the prime minister, ended up becoming a high-

ranking official and a useful person. &



