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REFLECTIONS IN THE WATER-MIRROR: TURNING THE TIDE OF DESTINY
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Yan Ying

— An Outstanding Statesman
Who Helped Rule the Country (continued)
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Lectured by Venerable Master Hsuan Hua on May 14, 1988
English translation by MTT (Malaysian Translation Team)
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He governs the kingdom well, bringing harmony to society. He was able
to govern his country well and bring harmony to the society despite his meek
physique, because of his great aspiration, talent, and broad-mindedness. At that
time, his aspiration was to enable the whole human race to share and enjoy the
same happiness arising from this harmonious state in society. It is like the saying,
“Care for elders in your own family, and extend the same care towards all elders.
Care for the children in your own family and extend the same care towards all
children.” Great men think alike and will all share this kind of aspiration. All
those with wisdom and those who always seck happiness for others will work
towards this end.

Gaining upper hand at the outset of any situation, he always emerges
victorious. This was reflected in both domestic affairs and international
relations. His splendid carriage always portrayed peacefulness wherever he went.

His eloquence wins over the five powers—A hero of the times. How
was he able to accomplish something so great? He was both persuasive and
eloquent. His eloquence enabled him to convince the kings or lords of the five
major powers—who vied for supremacy—to rein in their wild ambitions. He

was a remarkable and capable hero of his era.

Another verse says:
Yan, the worthy prime minister of Qi,
Comes from Shandong, home of many eminent figures.
Benevolent policies bring happiness to the citizens,
Frugal for self and provident for the country.
Rising early and retiring late, he diligently cultivates good conduct,
Reverent to the worthy, and totally devoted to the state kingdom.
His driver repents and establishes virtue,

Becomes distinguished with virtuous wife’s help.
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Commentary:

Yan, the worthy prime minister of Qi. There was a prominent prime
minister in the State of Qi. Who was he? He was Pingzhong (the courtesy
name of Yan)—Yanzi (Master Yan).

Comes from Shandong, home of many eminent figures. Many
prominent figures of outstanding capabilities and wisdom came from
Shandong Province, a place of beautiful scenery with numerous distinguished
people.

Benevolent policies and humaneness bring happiness to the citizens.
Everything he did—whatever policies and directives he implemented—was
oriented towards the welfare of the country and the citizens, as he aspired to
bring happiness to the people with his benevolent policies and humaneness.
Humaneness means to love and protect the people.

Frugal for self and provident for the country. He was thrifty throughout
his life and never wasted material resources. Since he had such virtue—never
being wasteful—he would never endeavour to indulge or be extravagant or
squander the country’s wealth and resources. Therefore, he was “frugal for
self and provident for the country.”

Rising early and retiring late, he diligently cultivates good conduct.
Why did he work so hard and endure such hardship? Because he strived to
bring happiness to the citizens. As the prime minister, he felt obliged to do
whatever he could to benefit the citizens. He was always conscious of his
actions and was always cautious to uphold proper conduct and maintain
high moral standard. “Good conduct” refers to his conduct and behavior,
and part of the Chinese character for “good conduct” is “upholding.”
Upholding means not to violate the rules and regulations. Upholding also
means upholding rules, regulations, precepts, and the principle of not doing
any evil but doing all good. These all comprise “good behavior.”

Reverent to the worthy, and totally devoted to the state. Yan Ying
showed deference to worthy people, like the governing King of Zhou
whose meal might be interrupted up to three times, and who might have to
hold on to his uncombed and unarranged hair during his bath up to three
times, whenever a visitor called. He was as dedicated in his management of
political affairs although he did not reveal his intention to emulate the way
Duke of Zhou governed the kingdom. Ying thirsted for more worthy and
distinguished people to come to the state of Qi and help him govern the
country. Being totally devoted to the state meant that he was utmost in his
sincerity, earnestness and focus in his devotion.

His driver repents and establishes virtue. “Those who draw near
vermilion will be stained red, and those associated with ink will be stained
black.” When this servant served as Yan’s driver, he was very arrogant because
he drove the carriage for the prime minister. He would brag, “Who can
ever catch up with me? Look--I drive the carriage for the prime minister!”
Although he was proud, and thought highly of himself, his behavior was

later transformed due to his virtuous wife. He became modest and cautious
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