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the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
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20184E7 H14H » s7frzk B dLhNEHR
BohLERRME (BT  HiE2
SHE R - AGHS P AETRR

UL B AR & A R R 2
e RKMERER > HREREITHE
EEISET > R ER > SBRSE T
RSP SR 35 | MEIEART MR B
DIAESCE © THREEREAR !
HE - R -

725 i 7 s LTS 5 A o V25 o iy 0 B
o B B B EMAIE
R BRI R~ JHR I FIR AR o T
A BT R A BB -

FBFIE A BERFEIR N > StE e
SEOVIFIEMENT - BB ERER -
HEARZIREEY) (BG4 %E - B
=R - EE - K)o KEHN
B I8 A S 1E N D B RO AT R O A fie R
o RIZREM NWEES - &k T 6

( Namaste !

On July 14, 2018, fifty-seven Jains from the Jain Center of Northern
California came to visit the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and to listen
to the instructional talks of the Dharma Masters.

When Bhikshu Heng Shun walked into the conference room of the
old main building of Dharma Realm Buddhist University, all the Jains
rose respectfully, put their palms together before their chests, and chanted
loudly, “Namo Amitabha!” Dharma Master Shun smiled and returned the
greeting in Sanskrit, “Namaste!”

Dharma Master Shun first explained the Four Noble Truths in
Buddhism: suffering, the aggregation of suffering, the cessation of
suffering, and the Path. He then answered the Jain’s questions regarding
Buddhist terminology such as samsara and Mount Sumeru, at which point
Dharma Master Jin Yan also joined the conversation.

Buddhism and Jainism both originated from India and began
expanding their religious beliefs at around the same time. Jainism advocates
vegetarianism, but its followers don’t eat root vegetables (including carrots,
potatoes, beetroot, onion, and garlic). The Jains explained to Dharma
Master Shun and Dharma Master Yan that they don’t eat plants that grow
underground to avoid harming bugs and microorganisms, thus abiding by
the core tenant of Jainism of “non-violence and no harm.” Ground nuts,

such as peanuts, are an exception. Strict Jains also do not eat after sunset
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until sunrise the next day.
Dharma
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Shun
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Master
Buddhism

advocates not eating in the evenings

expressed

for monastics. When a Jain asked
Buddhism’s

on non-human beings, Dharma

about perspective
Master Shun discussed yaksas,
raksasas, gandharvas, kinnaras,
and garudas (great golden-winged
peng birds). The Jains nodded as
they listened, as these beings also
existed in Jainism. Dharma Master
Shun said, “We share many things
in common. We are brother/sister
religions.”

Nevertheless, Dharma Master Shun said, “Although our
religions have a lot in common, there is one major difference
between Buddhism and Jainism as well as Hinduism. That
is the teaching of not-self (anatman). This teaching is rather
nuanced (not easy to understand). Buddhism does not
teach that there is an eternal ‘atman’ or self within Samsara
like they believe. Rather Buddhism teaches that Samsara
is a distortion of Nirvana (the true unconditioned reality)
created by ignorance (avidya) and thirst (the thirst or selfish
craving for existence and the thirst for pleasures of the
five senses). Once our minds ‘completely’ turn away from
Samsara (because of prajna-wisdom) we will experience the
true reality of Nirvana (which is ‘unconditioned’).”

“We can say that Nirvana is what we truly are, but it
is not an eternal atman that exists in Samsara and it is not
something we can express in words or even conceive of in
thought. It is free from birth and death, and rebirth. Thus, it
is called the Unborn and the Deathless. The Buddha taught
that there is no way to express the nature or experience of
Nirvana: it is totally ineffable. Rather, the Buddha taught
us the Path to Nirvana so that we can directly experience or
realize it ourselves.”

Although the temperature that day reached a high of
98 degrees Fahrenheit, the group of Jains enthusiastically
went to the Buddha Hall and Patriarch Hall and bowed the
Great Compassion Repentance for fifteen minutes. As their
first planned trip to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, it
was truly a trip of study and exchange, and broadening of

horizons. &



