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Practitioners of the Way
Store a Priceless Jewel in Their Hearts
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A talk given by the Abbot of CTTB, Dharma Master Heng Lyu, on July 28, 2018 during the Celebration
Ceremony of Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s Accomplishment of the Way English translation by Qin-Run Wu

English translation by Qin-Run Wu
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Buddhas,
Hua,
all the good and wise advisers: Amitabha!

Bodhisattvas, Venerable Master
Respectful Dharma Masters, and

Welcome back to our home—City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas! Today, we gather
together to celebrate our great, kind, and
compassionate father, Gwan Yin Bodhisattva,
and his accomplishment of the Way. Besides
expressing our deep gratitude for his loving,
kindness, and compassion, we can also
encourage ourselves to cultivate the Way,
so we too will one day accomplish the Way,
leave suffering and ultimately attain bliss.

Yet, where is the Way? How can we
accomplish the Way? In fact, when we come
to this world, we all have our unique ways
to leave sufferings and attain bliss. But those ways are neither perfect nor
ultimate. What is the reason? One scenario that may help explain this
would be observing a three-year-old child who wants to play with a toy
held in another child’s hand. What will he do? He may probably grab
the toy directly, right? However, if he continues to grow up this way, he
may become a robber, a thief, or a cheater. As a result, he may end up in
prison, or in his after-life, he may enter the three evil paths in the realms
of animals, hungry ghosts, and hells.

No matter what we do, good or bad, these all initiate from our minds.
Accordingly, our life paths take shapes through our behavior, affecting our
present and future lives. The Buddha has said, “The Way is not in heaven,
but in our minds.” In other words, there is no such Way in existence to

leave sufferings or attain bliss outside our minds.
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Another anecdote traces back to ancient China, when the
King of Yan heard that in a remote mountain, lived an immortal
who was willing to teach the Way to become an immortal. The
King was very excited and immediately sent his trusted minister
to learn the Way to become an immortal. Unfortunately, before
the minister had a chance to learn, the immortal passed away. So
the minster just returned dejectedly. Seeing his trusted minister
return empty-handed, the King flew into a rage, because he
thought that the minister must have walked too slowly to get
there in time.

In fact, what the King didn’t realize is that even if he had
attained the so-called Way to become an immortal, he would
still pass away, like the immortal did in the remote mountain.
Therefore, there is no ultimate Way outside our mind.

As Buddhists, what ultimate Way should we cultivate in our
minds? After this meal, we will chant the verses of taking refuge
as follows: “To the Buddha I return and rely, vowing that all
living beings profoundly understand the Great Way, and bring
forth the Bodhi mind”. We want to cultivate the Great Way,
don’t we? But what is the Great Way? The Great Way is the Way
that leads to Buddhahood.

But how to cultivate the Way? First, we need to set the goal
to accomplish Buddhahood, because this goal will lead us to
the path we will take. Just like those who live in Bay area and
want to come to CTTB, they will usually take highway 101 and
Talmage Road to arrive at CTTB.

However, it is not enough to just “set the goal to accomplish
Buddhahood”. Venerable Master Hua reiterated that, “the Way
takes shape from practice. Without practice, where can we
find the Way?” We can practice by learning from Gwan Yin
Bodhisattvas loving, kindness and compassion to benefit all
living beings, and then apply it in our daily lives. One example
would be transferring the merit from our sincere recitation of
Gwan Ying Bodhisattva’s holy name to all living beings to wish
that all beings leave sufferings and attain bliss. Such practice
leads us to the Great Way to accomplish Buddhahood.

There is a saying that goes like this, “Those who bring
sunshine into the lives of others, cannot keep the sunshine
from themselves.” With sincerity in minds, we can set the goal
to accomplish Buddhahood, chant Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s
holy name, and wish that all disasters be eliminated soon. We
wish that all living beings be happy and peaceful in the light of
Gwan Yin Bodhisattva’s loving, kindness, and compassion. By
practicing this way, we will become closer to the Western Pure
Land. Eventually, we will attain rebirth there in our after-life,
and accomplish Buddhahood soon. Amitabha! &
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