@

—

o E Bl EABE (DEE)

EVENTS IN THE LIFE OF THE VENERABLE MASTER: THE PERIOD IN CHINA
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White Mountains and
Black Waters
Nurture A Rare Talent (continued)
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A new edition by the Committee for the Publication of
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Biography

Translated into English by Genglin Zheng and others
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103. A Friend Coming From Afar

Besides being the proctor of the Vinaya Academy, the Venerable Master
later also acted as Acharya of Honorary Certification during the precept
transmission ceremony. The role of Acharya is typically filled by elderly
and seasoned monks. The Venerable Master, though having just received
the full precepts himself, was asked to be one of the Acharyas. This showed
Elder Master Xu-Yun’s high expectation of the Master. During the winter
of that same year, Ananda Jennings, a Catholic woman from the United
States of America who also studied Buddhism, came to visit Elder Master
Xu-Yun whose virtues she deeply admired. After some collaborations with
the Chinese and American diplomats, she traveled from the US to Nanhua
Monastery in China so she could pay respects to the Elder Master. At the
time, the Venerable Master was the director of academic affairs office at
Nanhua Monastery. Ananda Jennings invited both Elder Master Xu-Yun

and the Venerable Master for a group picture to keep as a souvenir.

[In the Venerable Master’s Own Words]

I do not like taking pictures with others. Someone might ask, “Why
don’t you like taking pictures?” It is because I already got too many pictures
taken of me. It is like eating; after you eat a lot you do not feel like eating any
more. I have been in so many pictures that I do not want any more of them.
Even if I had thousands and millions of manifestation bodies, after too many
photos, all these manifestations get used up and then I'd have nowhere to go
but to manifest under the ground. So I save some for later and stay around
for a bit longer. That is why I do not want any more pictures of myself now.
Some may say, “I will learn from Shr-Fu and not take part in any pictures.”

Well, you can’t! You are not qualified. I have been a Buddhist for so long and
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so many photos were taken of me
that one could find pictures of me

throughout the world and in all

countries.

[Commentary] The
Venerable Master’s Talk During
the Chan Session at Nanhua
Monastery:

Virtuous masters and good
knowing advisors! The dharma-
door of the mind ground is
supreme and  incomparable.
However, to truly realize it and attain liberation is not easy. As I have not
delved deep in this dharma-door, everything I say here is not the main idea
but just a brief introduction.

To start, let’s talk about attaining liberation through meditation. Only
when you can stop straying away from your mind, then you can achieve true
realization. If not, you will never reach your destination. For now I will just
talk about precepts, concentration, and wisdom.

“Precepts” in the Chan School appears to be something easily done.
But, actually the purity of the three karmas—body, mouth and mind —
is manifested in the practices of incense running, meditation, silence
observance, and refraining from discursive thinking. To put it another
way, this is equivalent to upholding precepts. When you perfect your
“Precepts”, your body and mind will naturally be still at peace, thus attaining
“Concentration.” As the result of being single-minded in this pursuit from
beginning to end, your mind will gradually illumine and your wisdom will
unfold. You then thus obtain “Wisdom.” The state of awakening is reached
when precepts, concentration, and wisdom are perfected.

At this moment there exists neither internal perception of self nor external
perception of others. Neither are there mountains, rivers, great lands, nor
all the myriad phenomena. None whatsoever! All is empty. Everything is
emptied until there is nothing left. All are purged—even the conception of
purging. Thereby one returns to the fundamental state of profound stillness
and ease. At this moment, all is beyond words, expression, speculation, and
it cannot be pondered upon. This is an inconceivable state indeed!

So all of you, put down your afflictions from ignorance, discrimination
between self and others, arrogance, flattering, and deceit. Keep in mind the
quintessential question of “Who?” Relentlessly and meticulously investigate
this “who?” to the point of no return, and then right there take one more
step over the edge of cliff. Let go of everything and be born anew out of
the most precarious plight. You will naturally gain liberation. Only at that
moment will you realize the true intention of past patriarchs and the reason

that they toil. Investigate this now! $0To be continued

SepTeEmBER 2018 VAJRA BoDHI SEA |17

S > ‘ S3IHdV¥D0Ig

2
&



