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The Sutra for Discernment of the
Consequences of Wholesome

and Unwholesome Karma

FAe b AFHEN19714F
G KH RF

EH—EEL RA—fAfRie: F—EARAod > - EHETHI —@ L -

Mow@mu T LEE o)

Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971
English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng
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Each of these “wheels” (i, lin) is a representation of one particular wholesome deed. Since there are four surfaces to a
“wheel,” the name of one wholesome deed is inscribed on each surface of each wheel. ( Editor’s Note: This “wheel” is made into
the shape of a multi-faceted wooden block with characters on four sides, please see the above picture. )
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Subsequently, they should learn to sincerely make obeisance to me,
Earth Store Bodhisattva. Some of us might be thinking this: Earth
Store Bodhisattva is instructing all living beings to revere him and to
bow to him; isn’t that a huge attachment to the self? Not at all. Earth
Store Bodhisattva is telling all living beings to make obeisance to him
because it will help them eradicate all their heavy offenses and will
benefit living beings themselves. It is to rescue, teach and transform living
beings, leading them to bring forth the Bodhi resolve and to plant seeds
free from outflows. It is not that Earth Store Bodhisattva likes people to
bow to him. The act of making obeisance does not benefit Earth Store
Bodhisattva at all, but it will be of benefit to living beings. That is why he
said people should use their utmost sincerity to make obeisance to him,
Earth Store Bodhisattva.

Addressing Earth Store Bodhisattva, one should immediately make this
vow: I vow that all living beings of the ten directions will quickly eradicate
their karmic offenses, leave behind all obstructions You pray that Earth
Store Bodhisattva will honor the great vows he made previously and enable
all living beings to quickly eradicate their unwholesome karma and heavy
offenses, to leave behind all obstacles and be fully supplied with all living

necessities. They will have everything they need and consequently lack
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nothing; if they need to use something, they will have it. “Living necessities”
are things that sustain our lives. They will have all living necessities and not lack

clothing, food, or shelter as everything is amply provided for.

Sutra:
After bowing, one should practice making offerings of incense,

flowers and all kinds offerings accordingly.

Commentary:

This is the second part, to make vast offerings. This part can be divided into
two sections: first is to understand the offerings, second is to contemplate these
offerings. Why do we need to contemplate the offerings? It is because we need
to go along with the affinity. Affinity here simply means if you are rich, you can
prepare more offerings; but if you do not have much, you can contemplate the
offerings. When you make such contemplation, you have to be utmost sincere,

only then would there be a response.

Sutra:
Those who practice making offerings should be mindful that
the substance of all Buddhas, Dharma and Sangha eternally pervade

everywhere, there is no place they are not present.

Commentary:

This is the second section of making vast offerings which is to
contemplate the offerings. In this contemplation, it can be divided into
two minor parts: first, the contemplation of making offerings; second,
to contemplate the benefits reap from making offerings. The first part,
to contemplate making offerings, is divided into two sections: first, the
contemplation that accords with our self nature; this contemplation accords
and agrees with our own self nature. Second is the special contemplation
that accords with the conditions.

In the first contemplation of offerings, it is also known as the contemplation
that accords with our self nature. Within this, it can again be divided into
two parts: first, to clearly understand the substance of the offering is pervasive;
second, you should understand the nature of the giver is also pervasive. First,
the substance of the offering is pervasive because these are offerings made to all
Buddhas of the ten directions and the dharma body of all Buddhas pervades
the entire dharma realm. Second, you should understand the nature of the
giver, which are us, who are able to make offerings to all Buddhas of the ten
directions. This nature also pervades the entire dharma realm, they too have
the same dharma body of all Buddhas. Now, we will discuss the first part, the
substance of the offering is pervasive; it is to understand the dharma bodies
of the Buddhas to whom the offerings are made, pervades the entire dharma

realm.

50 To be continued
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