Girl's Summer Camp 2018
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By Brandy Quach
Chinese translation by Chin Run Wu
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The City of Ten Thousand Buddhas summer camp began on a hot summer

day on June 18, 2018. We focused on the theme of global citizenship,
correlating with the Venerable Master’s 100" anniversary. As CT'TB observes
this occasion, we are reminded of his determination to spread the Dharma
and compassion for all sentient beings. With selflessness in mind, we hope to
nurture the virtue of mindfulness and consideration in our local and global
community.

On the first day, everyone entered as strangers, from different countries and
backgrounds, they intermingled and became friends after many icebreakers
and group meetings. Together, campers partook in ceremonies and classes
such as Psychology 101: How to Better Oneself. CI'TB’s summer camp is also
a chance for campers to acquaint themselves with Chinese culture—they
learned Chinese painting and the art of Chinese tea making.

Campers also had the opportunity to make snacks—{rom fresh mango
salsa to homemade donuts. In science class, campers used teamwork to
create milk carton steam boats and learned how to use heat and oxygen to
create hydropower. Campers also enjoyed using thin plastic bags and a few

birthday candles to create floating lanterns. In drama, campers participated
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in many improvisational games that made use of their quick reflexes and
spontaneous creativity.

There were also activities such as Upcycling, a method of reusing
recycled materials to create art. Using resourcefulness and creativity,
campers crafted beautiful plant terrariums from old glass bottles and high
couture hats from discarded lids and fabric. At the annual summer camp
showecase, the campers walked down a runway to display their artwork.

Campers also learned about different country’s local samaritans
and the ways they have benefitted their people and community. Green
conservation is just one method of defining global citizenship. By caring
for and maintaining our home, we are also caring for and maintaining
the homes of everyone else.

From the ceremonies, many learned for the first time how to recite
and carry oneself in a Buddha Hall. The campers also took tours of the
Buddha and Patriarch Halls. This chance allowed the campers to ask
questions and to be introduced to Buddhism. Summer camp allowed
everyone to experience CTTB life and to learn how to do chores.

Maintaining one’s local community is one of the many ways to
express our gratitude and consideration for others. Campers learned this
through sweeping their dorm rooms and cleaning the classroom. They
also tidied the Buddha Hall and kept the school clean. Through these
small chances of community service, campers learned the meaning of
communal living and benefits of teamwork.

Summer camp came to an end on June 29, 2018 and campers
showcased two weeks of hard work and team unity through drama skits,
songs and dance. Teachers, parents, and volunteers gathered to celebrate
the campers’ experience at CT'TB. With tears in their eyes, campers said

goodbye and looked forward to their next opportunity to return to the

place they called home for two weeks. &
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iT# & Subscription Form
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

[ —HE354 00+ 77T US$45.00 / 1 year

[ ZHEES/\+FTT US$85.00 / 2 years
(] =#5=e—H 17T US$110.00 / 3 years

BOMHERS > fafFES vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send the articles to

vbs@drba.org

EXEHNE In America & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

BN In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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