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The Culmination of a Journey

Ik B8

A Graduate Speech by Austin Quach (Graduate of Developing Virtue Boys School)
Chinese translation by Ze You
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So now the time is near;
The day I've waited all year.
Time has fled by;

Now I let out a sigh.

Don’t make the same mistake;
Later it will be too late.
I rejected the offer;

I soon regretted right after

When I first came, it was strange,
It made me almost insane.

The stories that I hear,
Sometimes make me fear;

Others make me tear.

My parents yearn,

For the virtues that I would learn.

They wanted what was best,

A lot I've had to ingest.
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Many friends I have made;

I hope they don’t fade.

With my teammates I developed a bond,
Hoping of me they were fond.

Worrying about many tests,
Studying and trying my best,
Fearing a bad score,

Everything else I wanted to ignore.
As the results are shown,

I let out a groan.

Countless sleepless nights,
Slowly dimming my eyesight,
Trying to make my future bright,
Studying with all my might,
Sometimes meals are skipped,

Lacter, I feel as if my stomach flipped.

When I'm too tired,
Even the food that I desire taste like it has expired,
Some classes are boring,

Difficult it is to get up in the morning.

The teachers are different,
They prepare me for my embarkment.
They want me to learn what is best;

I journey onto the quest.

The clubs I have done,
Really was not that fun,

In a way it was great,
Orthers, I really hate.

Not seeing my sister,

Felt like a blister,

We did not get along in the past;
Peace did not last.

After school lasted for a year long,
Eventually my sister and I got along.

The time at the City that I spent,
Is worth more than a billion cents,
The core virtues I have learned,

Made my life take a turn.
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My parents are the best,

They gave me a developing virtue chest,
All the things that have done,

I tried my hardest to be a filial son,

A filial son I was not,

Many troubles I brought.

To my teachers, I am grateful ;
To your students, you are faithful.
Great deeds you have done,

For we could have not asked more than none.

My friends you all are wonderful,

All of you have personalities that are colorful,
The time that we been as a class,

I believe will truly last,

To the class of 2019,

Today we are kings,

I’'m honored to be your brother,

Even though I cooked for you like a mother.

A great sister you are Brandy,

I know you love candy.

You are really smart;

Your test scores are off the chart.
With that big brain of yours,
What more could you ask for ?

Buddhism, you all will be taught,
The truth will be one you sought,
Everyone is tied in karma’s bound,
What goes around comes around,
All men rich and poor,
eventually power the other shore,

But few enter the dharma door.

So the end is near,

I shed a tear and share a smile,

And I'm sure to remember you all the while,
Although it may now be time to move on,

I hope these memories will last my whole life
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