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Buddha, Bodhisattva, The Venerable Master, Dharma Masters, Good

Adpvisors, and Dharma Friends. Today it is my honor to give a short Dharma

talk and the topic is “The Way” which is also related to my Dharma name.

The Buddha has found the way to end all sufferings, birth, and death.
Out of compassion, he gave us a roadmap called the Buddhadharma on how
to get there. Throughout history, many people have followed this roadmap
to travel on a long journey to end suffering, birth, and death. Some were
successful, but many were not, so people began to analyze the map to find
the best way to travel. Eventually, they came up with different approaches,
although the destination was still the same.

One group believed that they must strictly follow the originally written
map by the Buddha as it was the only way to travel. The fact was the
Buddha did not put it in writing, but it was later written by the assembly
of his disciples. This group had a lot of influences in countries like Burma,
Thailand, Sri Lanka and South East Asia.

Another group carefully studied the map, analyzed all details,
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interviewed people who had traveled on that road to identify obstacles
like mountains, rivers, desert and other distractions so they can help
others to travel safer. This group had a lot of influence in countries
like China, Tibet, Japan, Korea, and Vietnam.

Today, we have two slightly different maps, but both are pointing
to the same destination because both are based on the direction that
the Buddha had pointed to. As disciples of the Buddha, we all follow
the map, regardless of which one so we can get to the destination of
ending sufferings, birth and death.

However, on this journey, there are different types of travelers.
Some are old, some are young, some are strong, and some are weak;
some are well educated and some are not. Some walk fast, and some
walk slowly; some are quiet, and some are noisy. Some are always in
a hurry, even pushing others out of the way, and some are calmly
watching the scenery along the way as they walk. Some travel in
groups and some prefer to travel alone.

As the journey is long and hard, some people need to find a place
to sleep then decide to keep on sleeping instead of continuing on the
journey. Others stop by villages to rest and meet people there so they
decide to settle down instead of continuing the journey. Some stop to
eat at restaurants and enjoy the food so much then forget about the
journey. Others visit casinos to gamble a little, win some money, so
they decide to stay at casinos to make more money. Some meet kings
and queens who offer them government positions so they decide to
get a job instead of taking on burden of a long journey.

There are people who prefer to travel comfortably by car or bus
and there are companies who promise them easy transportation to
Nirvana; of course, for a price. Some transportation companies even
claim that they have a better map with many shortcuts so people can
get there faster and easier. Others promise better transportation by
airplanes which can get there in an instant, of course for much higher
prices. Today these companies are doing very good business as people
have to wait in line to buy tickets to Nirvana.

However, there are people who travel the direction pointed out
by the Buddha. They organize into groups, so they can help others
to go with them. They are willing to sacrifice themselves for the
benefit of others. They dedicate everything for the sake of others.
They understand that the journey is hard, and the road is long with
many distractions so they are willing to provide additional guidance,
support, and assistants if travelers stumble or fall.

Even with all the noble intentions, working in a group is not easy.
There are issues such as people not getting along, or are not willing
to share the burden, or do not agree on the overall approach, or have
a hidden agenda and are not committed to supporting each other.
Fortunately, there is a person who knows about these issues as he had

traveled this road many times before and had led many groups to
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reach the destination at different times.

He knows all the issues, all the obstacles, all the dangerous
paths, all the temprations, as well as all the false travel companies.
To guide them on their journey, and make sure the group will
work in harmony, he gave them six principles. He said: “As long
as travelers follow the Buddha’s roadmap and these six principles,
they will get there.”

I am sure by now you know who he is. Some of you had the
good fortune to meet him but many did not but we all know his
six guiding principles. As we are traveling on this path, we must
constantly remind ourselves of the six principles and uphold them
carefully. We know that the road is treacherous and the journey
is long with many obstacles. It lasts many lifetimes and eons but
as long as we are sincerely following the Buddha’s roadmap and
uphold the six principles, we will get there. However, we will not
just get there for ourselves but also help others to get there too.

I have thought a lot about the Venerable Master. We owe him
a lot. I remember the Venerable Master once told me that there
are many, many talents at CTTB but what he wants is cultivators.
I hope that we can all reflect on ourselves and identify with some
travelers that I have mentioned previously on who we are, what
our goals and mission are, and what are we doing now on our
journey.

We have a very difficult mission ahead. The Venerable Master
already gave us a vision and a mission to propagate Buddhism in
this modern time. It is not easy, but we should all work together in
harmony to bring forth the proper Buddhadharma in this world.
The strength is in all of us working together in harmony. The
heart of the group is the Sangha and all of us laypeople, Dharma
protectors. We are vowing to follow our role to support the Sangha,
to propagate the Dharma in this world.

Question from the audience: How did you meet the
Venerable Master?

Answer: I met the Venerable Master the first time when he
went to Gold Summit Monastery in Seattle. At that time, I had no
idea who the Venerable Master is. I had some vague information
that he is a very special person.

When we went to Gold Summit, Dharma Master Minh
Chieu, who is also one of his disciples, asked me to sit at the feet
of the Venerable Master. He asked me to translate from English to
Vietnamese, which was a surprise because I was not prepared for it.
Even I'm fluent in both English and Vietnamese, translation of the
Buddhadharma is not easy because there’s a lot of terminology that
I was not familiar with. The Venerable Master spoke in Chinese.
Dharma Master Heng Sure translated into English and I translated
from English into Vietnamese. Throughout the translation, I kept

on praying that I would not make mistakes because I was really
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afraid.

Everytime I ran into some difficulty, the Venerable Master
would slow down and told Dharma Master Heng Sure to explain
it to me so I could translate it correctly. It happened many times
when I stumbled into some terminology. Then the Venerable Master
would tell Dharma Master Heng Sure to explain it to me carefully. I
thought, “How did he know I had a problem with translation? How
did he know that I did not understand the terminology and Dharma
Master Heng Sure was able to explain it to me?”

I asked myself, “Can he read my mind?” The Venerable Master
stopped and told Dharma Master Heng Sure, “Tell him I do not
read minds.” That really made me confused. I was really scared
and thought “How does he know what I think?” Venerable Master
laughed and continued the Dharma talk. I sat there and my mind
went crazy. That is the first experience with the Venerable Master.

After the Dharma talk and we were about to leave, the Venerable
Master called me and gave me a business card. That was unusual
because among many people, he only gave a few people, only one or
two, a business card. He said “I will see you later.”

I have not seen the Venerable Master for many years, over 20
years because of my life and many things. One day I asked myself,
“I have been a cultivator, my family has been Buddhist for many
generations. Everyday we recite Sutras in the morning and in the
evening but I make no progress.” I told my wife, “We need to have a
master to guide us; you cannot cultivate by yourself based on Sutra
recitation and rituals.” At that time the Venerable Master had already
entered nirvana. I told my wife, “Maybe we need to go to CTTB.”
Because when I opened my drawer, I had hundreds of business cards
but on top of them, was the Venerable Master’s business card.

I think at that time, this is the master that I wanted to come to
see but he already entered stillness. I felt very sorry that I missed an
opportunity. I felt very sad and regretted not be able to meet the
Venerable Master again. At night in a dream he came to see me.

We had a long conversation. He took me to a very beautiful
place with lots of children and young people, thousands of them.
He held my hand and showed me that place. I had no idea where
it was, maybe it was a school or something like that. Since he was
holding my hand, I felt a little uncomfortable because I don't think I
can walk next to the Venerable Master. I let my hand go and walked
behind him, as I could not walk next to him.

I do not remember everything in our conversation but remember
one thing. He told me he never left us. As long as we cultivate,
he’s always supporting us and guiding us. Since then I came here

and tried the best I can to cultivate. The Six Principles has been my

guideline since then. Amituofo. &
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