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CHAPTER ONE:
SPIRITUAL PENETRATIONS IN THE PALACE OF THE TRAYASTRIMSHA HEAVEN
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua
Translated by the International Translation Institute
Revised by Bhikshuni Heng Chih

People who cultivate the Way gain independence from birth and death.
They may live forever if they want to, or they may sit right down and enter
nirvana if they do not want to live. But that requires skill, to the point that
my destiny, my life and death are up to me, not God. No one is in charge
of me; I am in charge of myself. If I want to die, I may die now. If I do not
want to die, I may live forever. When we cultivate, we are cultivating to
achieve this ability. Once we have this ability, however, we may not want to
linger in this world. That’s because this world is too turbid. This World of
Five Turbidities is unclean.

Before long, her life ended and her consciousness fell into the
Relentless Hell. Her consciousness refers to her eighth consciousness. After
the Brahman woman’s mother died, her soul [eighth consciousness] fell into
the Relentless Hell. What is the Relentless Hell? There, time is relentless, life is
relentless, and bodies are relentless. This refers to how this hell is as full when
one person is in it as when many people are in it. it is full with many people in
it. The Relentless Hell will be explained in more detail later. How does the term
“relentless” apply? Relentless means that it is uninterrupted and continuous.
Those in this hell suffer, but their life does not end. They die and come back
to life. They live and then die again. This is a result of the functioning of their

consciousness; the consciousness doesn’t move on.

Sutra:

The Brahman woman, knowing that her mother had not believed
in cause and effect while alive, feared that her karma would certainly
pull her into the Evil Paths. For that reason, she sold the house and
acquired many kinds of incense, flowers, and other offerings, then she
performed a great offering in monasteries that housed that Buddha’s
stupas.
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Commentary:
The Brahman woman, knowing that her mother had not

believed in cause and effect while alive... Her mother did not believe
that good causes result in good effects, and evil causes result in evil effects.
Her lack of faith is an impure cause that will end in impure results. When
the cause is not proper, the effect will not be proper either. The Brahman
woman feared that her mother’s karma would certainly pull her into
the Evil Paths. She considered the various evil karma her mother created,
and figured that her mother would definitely have been reborn in an evil
destiny. For that reason, she sold the house and acquired many kinds
of expensive and renowned incense, flowers, and other offerings. With
those she performed a great offering to the Buddha with incenses,
flowers, lamps, candles, fruit, banners, canopies, and many other items in
monasteries that housed that Thus Come One, Enlightenment-Flower
Samadhi Self-Mastery King Buddha’s stupas.

Sutra:
She saw an especially fine and majestic image of the Thus Come
One Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King in a certain

monastery.

Commentary:

The Brahman woman saw an image of the Thus Come One
Enlightenment-Flower Samadhi Self-Mastery King in a certain
monastery. Especially fine and majestic, this image, made of clay with
painted features, displayed thirty-two perfectly-formed hallmarks and

eighty subsidiary characteristics.

Sutra:

As the Brahman woman beheld the Honored One’s countenance,
she became doubly respectful while thinking to herself, “A Buddha
is called a Great Enlightened One replete with all types of wisdom.
If this Buddha were in the world I could ask him where my mother
went after she died. He would certainly know.”

Commentary:

As the Brahman woman beheld the Honored One’s countenance,
she became doubly respectful while thinking to herself, “A Buddha
is called a Great Enlightened One replete with the types of wisdom.”
A Buddha has three main types of wisdom: wisdom in the way, all-wisdom,
and the wisdom of all modes. If this Buddha were in the world, I could
ask him where my mother went after she died. He would certainly

know where my mother went.

53 To be continued
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