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CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE:

THE FORMER DEEDS oF MEDICINE KING BODHISATTV A
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

This chapter is about the arduous ascetic practices of Bodhisattva
Medicine King. These are ascetic practices most people could not
undertake. He is a Bodhisattva who has already realized fruition.
Originally, he did not go by the name Bodhisattva Medicine King;
he was originally called Bodhisattva All Beings Delight in Seeing
because when all living beings saw him they felt happy: happy in
their eyes, happy in their ears, happy in their noses, happy in their
mouths, happy in their bodies, and, of course, even happier in
their minds.

Why? It was because this Bodhisattva developed affinities with
all living beings, and so they all were delighted to see him. Whether
they believed in the Buddha or not, they liked to see him. Hence,
he was called Bodhisattva All Beings Delight in Seeing. When
people saw him, their hearts felt happy. Even children loved to see
him, perhaps because he always gave them candy. Even if he did
not give them candy, I believe he at least never gave the children
hot peppers. Children were happy to see him, and so were adults.
Not only did people like him, but all animals liked him, too.

This Bodhisattva used his body as an offering to the Buddha.
How did he offer his body? He did not cut off all his flesh and offer
it to the Buddha for a meal, nor did he lie in front of the Buddha
on the altar as an offering. Instead, he drank a lot of fragrant oil,
wrapped his body in oil-soaked cotton, set it on fire, and sat there
like a human candle as an offering to the Buddha.

“Did it hure?” you ask.

Yes, I believe it hurt, but he could bear it. He could offer his
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body to the Buddha. I also believe it did not hurt. Why not? Because
he had already forgotten all about his own body. When the light and
wisdom of his inherent nature had come forth, he knew that his body
was just a temporary combination of the four elements—earth, air, fire,
and water—and so his true self was not aware of the pain. Whether it
hurt or not, he gave his body as an offering to the Buddha. This was a
genuine offering to the Buddha with nothing false in it at all. And so
the Sttra text says, “This is true vigor.”

In terms of “vigor,” we could not even bear to burn off an arm, let
alone burn our whole bodies. Some people burn off one, two, three,
four, five, or six fingers as an offering to the Buddha. But no one has
ever burned off an arm.

“Okay, I'll try it,” you say.

Do not try it right now. First, cultivate patience. When you truly
have samadhi power, you can do something like this. If you do not have
samadhi power, it’s going to hurt, and it will be useless because you
won't be able to practice true renunciation. Bodhisattva Medicine King
could practice this kind of difficult ascetic deed.

Why is this Bodhisattva now called Medicine King? It is because
Bodhisattva Medicine King made a vow to cure all living beings of
their illnesses. No matter what sickness you have, he is willing to help
you recover from your sickness. Bodhisattva Medicine King is extremely
compassionate. “The Account of his Past Lives” refers to the ascetic

practices that he undertook in the past, the subject of today’s lecture.

Sutra:

At that time Bodhisattva Constellation King Flower said to
the Buddha, “World Honored One, how is it that Bodhisattva
Medicine King travels throughout the Saha world? World Honored
One, Bodhisattva Medicine King has undertaken several billions
of kotis of nayutas of ascetic practices that are difficult to practice.
This is amazing! World Honored One, please explain briefly so
that all the gods, dragons, spirits, yakSas, gandharvas, asuras,
garudas, kimnaras, mahoragas, humans, nonhumans, and others;
the Bodhisattvas who have come from other lands; as well as the
multitude of Sravakas may rejoice upon hearing of his practices.

Commentary:

At that time Bodhisattva Constellation King Flower said to
the Buddha, “World Honored One, I have heard about Bodhisattva
Medicine King (who is also mentioned in the Sﬁrar’]gama Siitra),
but I lack knowledge of him. So now, please explain: How is it that
Bodhisattva Medicine King travels throughout the Saha world?
Why does he have such affinities with living beings in the Saha world?
What is the cause?”

52 To be continued
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