2018 Developing Virtue Girls School Graduation Ceremony
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The Girls Division held its 36" Annual
Commencement Ceremony on June 7,
2018. This year the Girls School had the
largest graduating class in its history with
fourteen graduates: Annie Sun, Betty Shen,
Brandy Quach, Christina Park, Denise
Cao, Jasmine Chen, Jolie Ng, Kusali
Kandahsari, Kylie Kok, Leanna Duong,
Maggie He, Oceanna Ackley, Sinna Zheng,
and Sophy Chin Raman.

At 1:00 pm, Wonderful Words Hall
was filled with teachers, students, parents,
alumni, and other guests. The ceremony
began with the procession of the graduates
into the hall, while the students sang the
school song, Throughout Empty Space. Next,

core teacher Ms. Mark awarded certificates
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of promotion to nine 6™ graders and thirteen 8™ graders, as well as one
Presidential Gold Award, two Presidential Silver Awards, and two Model
Student Awards.

Then, the principal, Jin Jr Shr, and core teacher, Jin Xiang Shr, spoke
eloquently about the significance of retaining the virtues acquired at
this school. Jin Jr Shr left the graduates with an inspiring message: “No
matter where you are, shine your own light within. Be a positive, selfless,
and a strong plant, and make a difference in the far reaches of the globe.”

Ms. Niki Clarke, teacher representative, junior high and high school
art teacher, had urged the graduates to find their “own truth” using art.
She shared one of many special memories she made with the graduating
class. She also advised the graduates to be proactive and always remember
the value of self-discipline: “Wake up, embrace the day, and never stop
learning.”

Next, Mr. Jae Park, parent representative and father of senior Christina
Park, called attention to the graduates” distinctive school environment,
congratulating the graduates for their ability to live without smartphones
and social media. He concluded his humorous and heartening speech
by thanking all the teachers and parents and saying to the graduates,
“Whenever things are tough, just look back and say, ‘I survived DVGS.””

Afterwards, alumni speakers Annabel Li (‘14) and Alexis Yap (‘17)
counseled the graduates to have courage in the “real world” after they
graduate and remarked on the importance of diligence quoting actor and
director, Danzel Washington: “Ease is a greater threat to progress than
hardship.”

The fourteen graduates then gave their speeches, invoking laughter,
tears, and applause from the audience. Afterwards, the principal presented
the diplomas, as well as Honor Roll certificates to one junior and two

sophomores.

Quotes from the graduates follow:

Denise Cao, who received the Presidential Gold Award: “I will
never stop with my development and growth. I will fall many times, and
make many mistakes... As I continue to grow, I will always honor the part
of my life here at City of Ten Thousand B uddhas and will strive to be a
life-long student.”

Leanna Duong: “You [teachers and parents] inspire me to be the best
person I can be and you are the reason I got to where I am today.”

Maggie He: “Four years ago, I first entered the gates of the City of
Ten Thousand Buddhas. It was evening, and the sun was just starting to
set over the tall mountains that painted the backdrop of what would be
my new home for the next few years... whether we [friends, classmates,
and teachers] have met by fate or by accident, I would like to say that I
am grateful to have met all of you.”

Oceanna Ackley: “After the math, English, Chinese, history, and

yoga comes a deeper learning we obtain through high school.”

IRV REE = T BRI B A BT AT
TR T B OR R AR MR SR SR E
o TR P B R F R TR
FEfAT IR - HREAE AR - fi—ERA: ~ AL 5
LAY ARG - SN ER S R G4 -

HENRRE T RIS BREN A - v
20 - dth bR R SR A PR Sl B 5 B HY
HIR -4ty TSR SR RS M ER R TR
Rrbey A MR P E A S P ORFr LS
R AR A - dik s M — s TR
AR FRHTHT— R SAMEIEERE -

FREAIK B SCERAME AR R EN
Fo MERFE AR LR AT BT FIRYERE
BB WAUE i MR OB RE TR 11 5C
LA A ARG TR AT RIS HRIMAS R
HBEER ~ S8R N LTRES iR SR A
st AR BRI TE R IRERRE - e iR E
HETEC B RRIRE R T

ZIERHIR RS T 20 14 SRR A B
RURI201 74 R BE R AR S A P T B4 L
‘BER TR WoER e REE - 45 [H
E40E E R P - FERGIRARERR - THERR
FLEREEESAE D R

R 14RAFIEE—— S RIS A |
SRV  BURNIER - Z1% > BRI
FIEEE TERSEREE - M iR AR AIAL AT AR
—#fE =B A NI e R AR AR TR
N

R PR B T

1 T4 ST RS - BRI
HESE IR - B ETREBIRS 2 ther iR S
B AEREE R BRI A
Sl M - A 53R ER B
o

PARIK : 4P (PRI ) O iR
HPHI BOR S RATRE SIRMREh -

A% « DU B2 AR
IO 2 e TSR L = R ot L
P ER SR T (4 S R R 1 S
B A 1S TP ST I AE

Juty 2018 Vasra BooHi Sea |47

SMIN WIV3Y VIWNHVHQ

o 58 5t



DHARMA REALM NEws

o 58 Bt

Kusali Kandahsari: “A special thank you to all my teachers
from elementary school... who helped me pave the way from
elementary to high school and finally to where I stand today.
Thank you, Jin Jr Shr, for all your hard work and time, and
thank you, Jin Xiang Shr, for being our patient core teacher
for the past two years. Thank you, Heng Yuan Shr, for making
Biology interesting. Your classes are part of the reason I chose to
major in that field.”

Jolie Ng: “To my classmates, through our years together we
have experienced misunderstandings due to miscommunication,
betrayal, and mistrust. Through being with you all, I also learned
that it is nice to have someone say, ‘I feel for you,” every now and
then... Because I am not a very talkative person, there are peers
I rarely talk to... To these peers, your existence allowed me to
learn how to cope with people twenty-four seven, to be patient,
and to control my temper...”

Sophy Chin Raman, Jasmine Chen & Kylie Kok: “By
tenth grade, there were so many things going on, we didn’t even
realize we were friends by the end of it... we always endured our
hardships with humor; sometimes the situation we were in was
so ridiculously sad, it turned funny, and we laughed at it.”

Sinna Zheng: “When I first came to CTTB, I was just
barely over 5 feet tall . . . I now stand at an impressive height
of almost 5°2. Despite my being vertically challenged, I do feel
that I have grown a lot on a mental and emotional level.”

Betty Shen & Brandy Quach: “Our last message to the
school is one that is simple to say, but hard to do: Live light and
laugh more... Life is so much easier and better when we celebrate
the good instead of dwelling on the bad so JJ[IJi [cheers!] and
good luck to everyone.”

Annie Sun & Christina Park: “I believe that this won’t
be our last goodbye, because we promised each other that we
would invite each other to our weddings. Until then, goodbye
my friends.”

This fall, the graduates are matriculating to Wellesley College
and Simmons College in Massachusetts, Seton Hall University
in New Jersey, Pennsylvania State University, Vanderbilt
University in Tennessee, Illinois Wesleyan University, Oregon
State University, UC Irvine, UC Davis, Mendocino College,
University of Edinburgh in Scotland, and Xiamen University
in Malaysia. They will pursue majors such as biological sciences
and biobehavior health, accounting, business, pre-engineering,
human organizational development, English, linguistics &
cognitive science, and international relations. Congratulations,

Class of 2018! &
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