2018 Developing Virtue Boys School Graduation Ceremony
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This year the Boys’ School Graduation Ceremony took place in
the Dao Yuan Hall, at 1 pm, on Friday, June 8. The twelve Boys
School graduates filed in one by one amidst thunderous applause
and cheering, and took their seats on the stage.

Mr Gracia, Vice Principal of the Boys School, delivered
the opening remarks. He quoted the Venerable Master, saying,
“Education has no beginning and no end; there isn’t a starting of
classes, nor are there vacations and graduations.”

Mr. Randall Peterson, core teacher of the Junior High, then
presented the eighth graders with their diplomas. After that, Eric
Seow and Alan Truong received the sportsman of the year awards.
Dharma Master Shun presented the Jerry Huang award to Joshua
Batres and Michael Zhao, and presidential awards to a majority of
the class.

There were three parent speakers this year. Mr. Seow spoke
first, stressing the importance of the basic principles that the school
taught. He repeated the eight virtues which he said would act as
a basic support system for all that the graduates did in life. Mrs.

Transue praised the school for providing her son with an excellent

G

SR AT ER AR SR MG o H8 HIE T M —

SRR 1zmrﬁ$$¢ﬁzuaﬁa@*“%u
BOTR - EELEAESS EE AT

EU&F%%%F% ey 5 IHE
BE AR RER PR
m/xﬁ PTaEEsE - il

%)JEF‘ﬁﬁéﬁﬂ?ﬁ%??%i?%/&fﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁﬁﬁéﬁ?ﬂﬂlﬁ'&
o e PEE AL ISR O AR R ) B A
(EN[EVENEN S5y &ﬁiﬁﬁﬁf?ﬁbﬁé’a‘fﬁg‘%ﬂﬂﬁ
o M AFARAR A DA R 2 B m 2. -

SHAIRERREGE: - E RS
AL T B R R AT R B - i A A\
o s/ TR E R R B B R A A S IR R
LB - Bk T IR AR AT S Rt 5 62
HEERIRVERT 0 ~ (BB T DU E T

SR BRI A A R R R A AT —(E
FIRART > B 1 R A A B DL

A B ARYEESE:
AP R

Juty 2018 Vasra BooHi Sea |43



DHARMA REALM NEws

o 58 Bt

academic education, emotional awareness, and spiritual practice.

“I was immensely surprised this year when I, who graduated
Magna Cum Laude in bio-chemistry, was unable to answer any
of his questions from Discrete Math.” Mr. Batres then shared
his experience with his son, Joshua. He said that he was very
happy that Joshua was allowed to study at his own fast pace in the
school, and that even he, a chemistry professor, was surprised by
Joshua’s science fair project. He also expressed his gratitude that
the school had instilled his sons with moral principles.

Dharma Master Heng Chih, the most senior monastic in the
Dharma Realm Buddhist Association, gave the keynote speech.
She centered her speech around duality, and the myriad choices
our minds make on a daily and even a moment-to-moment basis.
“We must make choices in life, and the karma from those actions
will determine our future situation,” she said, “Therefore, we
must decide whether we will lead a service-driven or self-driven
life.” She went on to explain that even in the most self-driven
livelihood, we could find a way to serve others.

Each senior also gave a short farewell speech. Miguel Gracia-
Zhang talked about service to others , always learning, and feeling
at home in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas. “Sometimes,
when I devote myself to serving others, my own problems melt
away.”

“One thing that gave me certainty in my life, was the eleven
of you guys,” said Joshua Batres-Wang. “I appreciate all my
classmates, friends, and dorm buddies.”

“Once I got food poisoning,” said William Seng, “And in
the ER, for the whole morning, Mr. Kellerman sat beside my
bed. I was deeply touched.” William related how he used to be
a very spoiled kid. He thanked all his teachers and many of his
classmates who helped him change.

Kevin Vo shared one short memory he had of each senior.
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“Though I may regret some of my academic performance,” he said, “I
definitely do not regret the people I met and the cherished memories
I have from this place.”

Taos related a story of when he was doing poorly in math in
tenth grade. “I began to blame every limit in the school, but I never
blamed myself.” He explained that he finally took responsibility for
his grades, and was able to take advantage of all the opportunities
given to him.

“I. Love. You.” Said Alan Truong, in a touching tribute. He
spoke about how much he loved and appreciated everyone in his life,
particularly his classmates, teachers, and family.

“People say that senior year is hard. Psh. It was easy! Get on
my level!” Ricques Nguyen, with his usual pushing-the-edge humor,
delivered a hilarious senior speech that managed to both thank and
tease, poke fun at the people who meant the most to him.

Eric Chuah said, “Experiences here cannot be found anywhere
else: making Internet cables, operating the sound system, using the
wood-chopper, etc.” He went on to thank all the teachers and friends
who'd supported him for the last six years.

Austin recited his own poem, summing up his experiences in
Developing Virtue Boys™ School. “The virtues that I have learned.
Made my life take a turn.” To his classmates: “I'm honored to be your
brother, even though I cooked for you like a mother.” To conclude:
“Although it’s time to move on, these memories will last all my life
long.”

“My first class was DM Tsung’s virtue class in fifth grade,” said Eric
Seow. “I wondered if I'd make it through my first day in school. But
now I can say that these have been the best eight years in my life.”

Michael Zhao, with his usual combination of scientific exactitude
and quirky humor, first bucked the trend of feeling sad at graduation
by roaring in forced laughter. Then, he gave some specific advice
to the current students. “Juniors: write college applications during
summer. Sophomores: take as many classes as possible, and join
extracurricular activities.”

Tony Yap began by quoting Dr. Suess “Don’t cry because it’s
over, smile because it happened.” He described the school as a perfect
gathering of imperfect people. “When you want change, there will
be people opposing you. You have to take that criticism and change
it to drive and ambition.”

The graduates then each received their diplomas from Mr. Gracia
and threw their caps into the air in celebration amidst music, cheers,
and applause. In the fall, the graduates will attend their respective
colleges and universities: Rose Hulman, Colgate, UC Irvine, UCLA,
Princeton, University of Utah, Rochester University, Mendocino
College, Oregon State, University of Reading, Xiamen University,
and Taylor’s University.

B EIR A - T IR R EER FTA YRR 2
TEARIBEC - MR EIN E IR EE
5 WBAGRE T EIRFT A T A -

TH~ B AR o SREA O LU A BT SRR GG K
K o B A e E AN EREVE A 2% B
AIEHIEER  ZATFIZE A

"AZESS P R REE A 1 | REIRE
K5 (UR) PR EFRAVACHIE | riis bt —
BB BGnE > 3557 TR R AR -
s ELEFRAVARLE A AT B MR S0 - R
A

ZENlEEssE MBS B RS R Y B2
HRLAEES 4R - IE R BRI E -  th
PR RGP R 25 NS R A AR A -

FHARBHEE T EHCHVEHE | TIPS
T PR AEAT A EE T - HAP S 4G [RIEE AR )
& TR URFIEY L a - FROBRERGESE » AR AR
fHERIRE > PRGOS -, EEFvsEREE TR
TR A A B HURE % (S M e A e
T

FEoAET S - AR ERRCARTRY SRR B
EiEENE R - ERRENIEEHCENE
REFIA R —R B2 H Y RS R 2k 18/ UF
TE AR AR H ©

BN AR R G E R ER A BRIV
BR - AERSE B T THS R (H4 - 2 iE—
K& Wit fiid: e =FE 2 A
REHEESR & _FEEETTRES B WS R
A ESf -

BEHE—5 | AR Ay SRR B AT R SRR

"l Ry RO B R AR EEAE TEE - MHlAREAS
et By — RN e EN A TEEA S Wk TE
PRI RO S8 48 A A SO - IR EBEZ
LR A LHEEE Rl CotdR -

BREA R R E TR Raa(i
HYSE G WAT B 20 ~ 0T ~ RO i
MAIE e T EmzErh - SRR B R RS
£ B AZEHTE R TSR B RS IR
ELER VSIS~ NN ARER BAZHE S ~ AR T TER
B2t KRR ~ SETRUITER SR - P PaRa 220 - (1R
EHRAINTIAER ~ By TRER - [EPTRER - R R
REE RIS - &

Juty 2018 Vasra BooHi Sea |45

SMIN WIV3Y VIWNHVHQ

o 58 5t





