Dharma Realm Buddhist University Celebrates 2018

Commencement

BT AUK A SR 2018 T S g

By Dharma Realm Buddhist University Staff kR AR K 24t
Chinese translation by Bhikshuni Jin Jing bb B R VT & 3E

o« ,;‘q -;‘u"’ | —
ERKRXBPE E M iE
DHARMA REALM BUDDHIST UNIVERSITY COMMENGENMENT

On June 1, 2018, Dharma Realm Buddhist University held its commencement
ceremonies at the Sudhana Center in Ukiah, was the first since DRBU received
full accreditation this spring. Five graduate students earned their degrees:
Bhikshuni Jin Rou, Kenneth Cannata, Tina Chang, Lan Huang, and Sam
Karlin. This was the fourth cohort to graduate with the new DRBU Master of
Arts in Buddhist Classics.

The highlight of the commencement ceremony was the speeches, both
the keynote address and those given by each graduating student. Unlike larger
universities, DRBU is small enough to give all the graduates the chance to talk
about their time at DRBU. Hearing from each student, one appreciates the
diversity and uniqueness of the student body, as well as their shared experiences
of deeply positive transformation.

First to speak was Dharma Master Jin Rou, who grew up on a cotton
farm along the Mississippi River and is now a nun at City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas. She shared that although she is 77 years old, “age didn’t matter” once

40| SEERE —o—/\EFtH

SRR A T > B
R 2 B 7201 84E Y B 3
o SEMIEERLER  HRER
SERAE S RIS 2 G R a
e > FREEE  SHIEEEIE
UTTRAT - BEE - TR - KBS - L
g - ok -
SEREHET > WEE AR
S A (Y R SR FR B o BB
SREREARBUN - AR
A B ) S PR AR IR -
PESE R A S RFEEZEDE
RELA I 2 B AR LUR S
RrER2 Py L0 IE T -

51 1) 35

| P



she entered the university. Summing up her DRBU experience, she
said, “My journey at DRBU boils down to one word—happiness.
True happiness is a personal choice, but I couldn’t have achieved this
kind of happiness on my own.”

Next to speak was Kenneth Cannata, who shared how special
it was for him to be back at another DRBU Commencement after
graduating from the BA program in 2009. Originally from Buffalo,
New York, he worked in the tea industry after graduating in 2009.
Before coming back to DRBU, he felt a need to re-center his life. The
program, in particular, the practice of inquiry and questioning, was
able to help him cultivate his intuition and rethink what is possible.

The third speaker was Tina Chang. Chang worked as a
Montessori teacher in the Bay Area before joining DRBU. She was
originally afraid of joining the program because of the challenge of
writing papers on the texts. However, after a while, she figured out
that in order to have the texts speak to her, she had to do her own
‘homework’. This meant identifying her shortcomings and being
willing to change them. Once she did that, the sutras started to
make sense, and she began to understand them.

Fourth to speak was Lan Huang, who shared that four years
ago, when she was about to finish her PhD in Psychology, she had
no idea what to do with her life. She felt the conventional path
of finding a job in a research or testing company wasn’t inspiring.
She explained how the environment at DRBU encouraged her
growth and transformation, saying that it was not only intellectually
challenging, but also an environment that was “gentle, supportive,

safe for students to be vulnerable, conducive to deep self-reflections,
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and rooted in the virtue of non-harming.”

The last student speaker was Sam Karlin, who joined
DRBU after pursuing training in organic farming and working
on a farm. Using metaphors from nature, he explained that the
program has been like growing good roots in a diverse garden
that is always fruiting anew in each moment. He said that he
is often asked, “What does one do with an MA from DRBU?”
He said that for him, it’s about the arc of life—planting seeds
that will grow insight, and cultivating and nurturing ideas that
connect the interests across his life.

The keynote speaker was one of the founding members of
DRBU, Dr. Ronald Epstein, who currently serves as a Trustee.
Dr. Epstein talked about the history of DRBU and shared
stories about Venerable Master Hua’s vision for education. He
described how DRBU is part of a long tradition of Buddhist
education that began in ancient India. Similar to great
Buddhist universities of the past, Venerable Master Hua did
not want DRBU to be limited to a Buddhist seminary model.
Master Hua emphasized a new kind of pedagogy that involved
“activating the emergent abilities of one’s own inner wisdom.”
Master Hua described his method saying, “Using this method,
everyone can express his or her personal insights, voice what
is in his or her heart, and reveal his or her wisdom...you
should learn from each other’s strengths to make up for your
weaknesses. This is a method of complementing each other as
equals.” Following Master Hua’s vision, Dr. Epstein encouraged
each student to continue their studies after graduation with
joy, enthusiasm, and wonder, and also to make a lifelong
commitment to making this world a better place.

Following the speeches, President Susan Rounds awarded
the degrees. The commencement ceremony ended with the
DRBU choir leading the assembly in singing the Dedication
of Merir and the school song, Jin Xu Kong (Pervading Empty
Space). &
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