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( Events in Commemoration of Venerable Master Hua’s Centennial Birthday ]
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When There Is an Image in Heaven,
It Will Take Shape on Earth—The Wonderful Enlightenment
Buddhist Institute Project
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By the Editorial Staff / English translation by Ellie Ng
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As we have been observing the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas' founder
Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s 100 birthday, the Wonderful Enlightenment
Buddhist Institute Project that he modeled to develop the sangha has seen
major developments in 2018. The grading to prepare for phase one of
construction work started on May 7, 2018. The building permit was then
obtained on June 26, 2018 for phase one construction work to officially
begin.

The building project will be located towards the east of the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas on the 153 acres originally designated as agricultural
land. After multiple public hearings, the Mendocino County Board of
Supervisors gave the green light for using 26 acres of the land to be utilized
for educational purposes. This project has been named “International
Institute of Philosophy and Ethics (IIPE).” The current plan is to divide the
249,000 square feet of the interiors of the buildings into three separate phases

of construction. The first phase will include the men’s area, with a precept
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hall, classrooms, and dormitories. The second phase will include the
Buddha Hall, library, dining hall, classrooms, and offices. The third
phase will include an area for women with buildings similar to those of
the men. Since these buildings will be built at the foot of the Wonderful
Enlightenment Mountain, it has and will continue to also be referred
to as the Wonderful Enlightenment Buddhist Institute (WEBI) project.

On June 16, 2018, the oversight committee for the Wonderful
Enlightenment Buddhist Institute project gave a short presentation in
the Buddha Hall. They informed the assembly that in 2016 there was
an expansion of wetlands that required the team request the county to
move the project 400 feet north. This was approved. The Mendocino
County Board of Supervisors voted and passed to issue a revised use
permit in November of 2016.

Buildings for the first phase of construction and the new Buddha
Hall will now be located on the highest ground of the proposed
construction area which is far away from the wetlands and therefore
will help protect them. The grading permit was received on August 17,
2017, but as the rainy season drew near, Mendocino County specified
that no grading work would be allowed from mid-October to mid-April
during the rainy season. Hence, the grading work was delayed until
May 2018.

The Wonderful Enlightenment Buddhist Institute Project has
been highly anticipated for many years. With the combined efforts
wholeheartedly made by members of DRBA and the disciples of the
Venerable Master, the first phase successfully began in 2018. Step by
step, we are realizing the vision of “building a beacon of wisdom and
compassion for all living beings of the Dharma Realm,” and present our
initial progress as an offering in honor of the centennial of Venerable
Master’s birthday. #
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Gold Mountain Monastery
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