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The Observance at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
of the 23rd Anniversary of the Venerable Master Hua

Entering Nirvana
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On June 17, 2018, over 2000 people from all over the world gathered
in the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to commemorate the 23rd
Anniversary of Venerable Master Hsuan Hua Entering Nirvana. Over
700 people came by bus from both Southern and Northern California.
Instilling Goodness Elementary School and Developing Virtue
Secondary School summer camp students and parents checked in on
the weekend, and were able to take part in this Dharma Assembly.

It was a mild sunny morning when the assembly gathered before
7 a.m. by the Mountain Gate for the Three Step One Bow ceremony,
led by the Dharma Masters. They made each bow with utmost respect
and gratitude toward the Master, all while reciting his name. The
gentle breeze carried the melodious prayers far and wide, as if it was
responding to the sincerity of the assembly.

The recitation of the eighty-first fascicle of the Avatamsaka Sutra,
Entering the Inconceivable State of Liberation by Means of the Practices
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and Vows of Samantabhadra Bodpisattva was held in the Buddha Hall as
usual. Master Cheng Guan said long ago that this one chapter sums up
the entire Avatamsaka Sutra: “When the world, emptiness, living beings,
and afflictions cease to exist, my vows will remain boundless.” This is
an accurate reflection of the Venerable Master’s great vow to liberate all
beings.

The Dharma Assembly in the morning included Universal Bowing,
a visit to Wordless Hall, and the High meal Offering. The highlight
of the Dharma Assembly was the High meal Offering which included
offering 108 items before the Buddhas. Everyone who participated in the
Dharma Assembly was able to commemorate and express their gratitude
toward the Venerable Master by taking part in passing the offerings.

There were 900 guests seated in the large and small dining halls,
as well as seats for 1200 guests under the cool shade in the Great
Compassion Courtyard where eight additional food counters were set
up in order to ensure the smooth service of the meal. The entire great
assembly enjoyed a delicious and healthy vegetarian meal while listening
to Dharma talks given by the Dharma Masters.

The president of the Dharma Realm Buddhist Association, Reverend
Heng Sure pointed out that this year also happens to be the 100"
birthday of the Venerable Master Hua. Hence, DRBA invites everyone
to write a “letter of gratitude” online, to Venerable Master Hsuan Hua.
Those intending to write a letter may write about how the Venerable
Master has influenced their lives, cultivation, social lives, or share their
stories. There is no language requirement, Vietnamese, Chinese (both
traditional and simplified), English, and more are all welcome! Please
address the letter to centennial@drba.org and indicate whether the letter
may be published.

Rev. Heng Sure shared that after the Venerable Master entered
Nirvana, DRBA had published a three-book collection of the Venerable
Master Hua’s disciples recounting their stories with him to commemorate
his life. It has been almost a quarter of a century since those recollections
were published. DRBA now wishes to collect “letters of gratitude” from
everyone (both long-time and recent disciples,) and publish them to the
world to preserve these stories.

Bhikshu Jin Chuan, who first initiated this idea, said that even
though he had never met the Venerable Master in person, he wouldn’t
have believed in Buddhism or entered the monastic life without the
Venerable Master whose teachings opened up his heart and made him
learn filial respect, change from making mistakes to being wholesome,
and learn to be a better person. Based on his experiences from his youth
of communicating with his parents, he felt that “it’s much easier to speak
our heart when putting the words in writing.” He hopes that we can
write from our heart as if the Venerable Master is still alive.

Bhikshuni

Venerable Master, said that all of the branch monasteries scattered

Heng Syun, repeating the long ago words of the
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around the world are “diamonds among shards of glass,” and that we must
be like diamond experts, able to distinguish the real from the false, and the
proper from the improper. Dharma Master Syun then continued, saying
that the Venerable Master is our lucid wise, knowing advisor. She advised
the assembly to appreciate our good roots and blessings. We should always
keep the Venerable Master’s teachings in mind, rid ourselves of anger,
greed, selfishness, and false thoughts for the sake of all living beings and
Buddhism. She urged the assembly to cultivate mindfully, and slowly the
proper Dharma will naturally appear.

Dharma Master Heng Lyu, the Abbot of the City of Ten Thousand
Buddhas, advised the audience to abide by the Venerable Master’s six Great
Principles “No fighting, no greed, no seeking, no selfishness, no pursuing
self advantage, no lying” as a basis no matter which Dharma Door one
decides to cultivate. Without a foundation, one’s cultivation will be no
different from a tree without roots, or water without a source. Dharma
Master Lyu said, “The best way to repay the Venerable Master’s kindness is
to apply the six principles in our daily lives. With that in mind, we will be
able to succeed using any Dharma door, be liberated from the cycle of birth
and death, benefit all living beings, and attain enlightenment. This is what
will truly make the Venerable Master rejoice.”

There were 44 people, with ages ranging from 4 to 90 years old, who
took the Three Refuges and Five Precepts, transmission ceremony. Wang

Di, a retired movie director from Beijing, China, was the oldest taking
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the Three Refuges and Five Precepts together. At 70, he bowed ten
thousand times in front of the Venerable Master’s image, praying
to take refuge under the Venerable Master. He even dreamed of the
Master touching his head. Now that the affinities have ripened, he
was able to visit the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas for the very first
time. Wang Di successfully took refuge and the five precepts under
the Venerable Master on the day of Venerable Master Hua’s Nirvana
with the Dharma name Qin Di. Wang Di exclaimed, “I am extremely
lucky to be able cross half the globe and fulfill my wishes of coming
to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas and becoming a disciple of the
Venerable Master Hua.”

There were two other movie directors amongst the laypeople
taking the Five Precepts. Qian Guo Min is 86 years-old. He was a
screenwriter, a director, and a producer in China. After retiring, he had
already taken refuge under Venerable Master Hua for 6 years with the
Dharma name Qin Cheng, and practices “taking the precepts as one’s
teacher” and does both the morning and evening ceremonies at home.
He says, “It is only through upholding the precepts that we are able
to leave the world of suffering and be reborn in the Land of Ultimate
Bliss.”

Movie directors Hu Chao Hui and Zhou Xiao Zhe from Beijing,
are wanting to make a donation of a documentary film about the
Venerable Master. Their trip to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas was
in preparation of filming the documentary. Hu Chao Hui stated that
he wanted to take the five precepts in order to “Attain enlightenment,
leave the world of suffering and liberate living beings.”He expressed that
he can still very much feel the presence of the Venerable Master, that
he has not left us, that he is everywhere as the subject of conversations
and in the hearts of the people. He is “within the gentle breeze and the
currents of the streams.”

This year is also the centennial of the Venerable Master’s birthday.
Dharma Realm Budhist University was fully accredited by WASC
carlier this year. DRBU Extension hosted the “Shurangama Retreat”
at the Sudhana Center in Ukiah in honor of Venerable Master’s 100*
birthday and the 50" Anniversary of the first Shuragama Retreat.
The Buddhist Text Translation Society will be publishing new books,
as offerings in honor of Venerable Master’s 100" birthday. Dharma
Realm Buddhist Association will also be organizing a book and photo
exhibition in the San Francisco Main Library from October 16,
2018 through January 11, 2019. It will honor his life story, share his
legacies related to bringing the proper Dharma to the West; including
establishing the Sangha, the accomplishments of the Buddhist
Text Translation Society, and updates on Dharma Realm Buddhist
University and Instilling Goodness and Developing Virtue Schools.
More details will be available and released by the branch monasteries.
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