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101. Propagating the Dharma in Jiangxi

In May of the same year (1948), after the conclusion of the spring
precepts transmission ceremony at Nanhua Monastery, the Venerable
Master accepted an invitation by the elder layperson Mr. Huang
Zhuzai of the Nancheng County in Jiangxi province to lecture on the
Amitabha Sutra during the summer. The audience numbered over 100
people. Due to the sincerity of the laypeople in seeking the Dharma,

there was a miraculous response.

[In the Venerable Master’s Own Words])

In 1948, I was responsible for lighting and incense at the Hall of
the Fifth Patriarch. I met an elderly layperson named Huang Zhuzai
who came from Jiangxi province. When we first met, he felt great
affinity towards me so he invited me to lecture on the Amitabha Sutra
in his hometown. We exchanged letters and settled on June 10th
being the start date of the lecture. The laypeople there did not know
much about the Buddhadharma. Normally we would call a session,
a “7-Day Buddha Recitation,” but they called it a “Ten Thousand
Buddhas Recitation.” Since I got distracted on my way there, I did
not arrive at the previously agreed upon date to practice this “Ten-
Thousand Buddhas Recitation” with them.

The participants in the Ten Thousand Buddhas recitation were
longing for my arrival. Everyday the elderly layperson Huang asked
“When is the

Dharma Master supposed to show up?” At that time there was a female

Guanyin Bodhisattva by drawing divination sticks,

layperson who gained spiritual power while reciting the Buddha’s
name, so she could tell the future. She told the elderly Huang, “You
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don’t need to keep on drawing the divination sticks
anymore. The Dharma Master will arrive at such and
such date. He will not come during our Ten Thousand
Buddhas recitation session. We should hold an Earth

Store recitation session following this and he will show

up then.” So that was what she said and it turned out to
be true. I only arrived later to lecture on the Amitabha
Sutra. In the middle of August, I returned to Nanhua

Monastery.
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[Postscript] A layperson named Wan Guole
was possessed by demons for over ten years. Many
Buddhist monks and Daoist priests were sought to cure him by reciting
Sutras and performing rituals. In addition, he bowed the Great Compassion
Repentance and the Emperor Liang’s Jeweled Repentance, and initiated the
Yoga Ulka-mukha Offering Ceremony, but all to no avail. Miraculously
after Wan Guole attended the Venerable Master’s lecture on the Amitabha
Sutra, the demons possessing his body disappeared. Moreover, a layperson
Xu who suffered from paralysis also recovered after listening to the Venerable

Master’s lecture.

[Commentary] The Venerable Master’s Lecture on Amitabha Sutra at
Nancheng:

The Dharma-door of reciting Buddha’s name is also called the Pure-
land dharma-door. This Dharma could be practiced by anyone regardless
of one’s aptitude and experience. That is why this dharma is the most
expedient among the expedients, the shortest path among the short paths.
Especially for living beings in this Dharma-ending age, it is the most
suitable method. Just by reciting the Buddha’s name, one is certain to be
reborn in a lotus within the Land of Bliss. When the lotus blossoms, one
will meet the Buddha, attain the enlightened state of mind in which no
mental objects arise, and never retreat in one’s cultivation. If this is not the
case, I shall fall into the hells.

Yesterday someone asked about how to stop the false thoughts while
reciting the Buddha’s name. To this, I say, “Pay no attention to scattered
thoughts that distract your mind. Just focus on the Buddha’s name.” It is

said that

When the pristine pearl is cast in muddy water,

The muddy water naturally becomes clean and pure.
Reciting the Buddha's name, even with a muddled mind,
Shall calm and focus the mind without oneé’s trying.

Therefore, you should know that reciting Buddhas name is the
ultimate way to extinguish false thoughts. No need to “place a head on top

of another” and seek answers outside one’s own mind.
s0To be continued





