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The Sutra for Discernment of the
Consequences of Wholesome
and Unwholesome Karma
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua in 1971
English Translation by Su-Zhen Zeng
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Each of these “wheels” (#, lan) is a representation of one particular wholesome deed. Since there are four surfaces to a
“wheel,” the name of one wholesome deed is inscribed on each surface of each wheel. ( Editor’s Note: This “wheel” is made into
the shape of a multi-faceted wooden block with characters on four sides, please see the above picture. )
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The first section is further divided into five parts. The first part is to pay respects
and make vows, the second part is to make vast offerings, the third is to make a
special effort to praise the names of the Buddhas and Bodhisattvas, the fourth is
to sincerely announce one’s wish to the Buddhas of the ten directions, and the
fifth is the proper way of throwing the wheel. Now we will explain the first part,
to pay respects and make vows.

Suppose there are those who wish to perform discernment using the
wheels, they should first learn to sincerely make universal bowing to all
Buddhas of the ten directions. You should first learn to use a very sincere
mind to bow universally to all Buddhas of the ten directions. After bowing,
you should immediately make the following vow: I vow that all living beings
of the ten directions will all be able to quickly draw near, make offerings,
and receive the proper teachings. You vow to enable all living beings of the
ten directions to swiftly draw near and present offerings to all Buddhas of the
ten directions, to be able to ask the Buddhas about the proper teachings, and
to receive the proper teachings. You are not doing this only to benefit yourself,
as that would be selfish.

After bowing to all Buddhas, they should learn to sincerely bow to the
treasury of all Dharmas of the ten directions and immediately make such
a vow: I vow that all living beings of the ten directions will all be able to
quickly uphold and recite Sutras, practice according to the teachings,
and expound them to others. You wish all living beings of the ten directions

will quickly uphold the proper teachings, read and recite the teachings, and
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expound the proper teachings to others. May they all read and recite
the Sutras and practice according to the teachings. May they receive
the teachings into their hearts and uphold them with their actions.

May they cultivate according to the method of the teachings.

Sitra:

Next, they should learn to sincerely bow to the treasury of all
Dharmas of the ten directions and immediately vow: I vow that
all living beings of the ten directions will all be able to quickly
uphold and recite sutras, practice according to the teachings,
and expound them for others. Next, they should sincerely bow to
all sages and worthy ones of the ten directions and immediately
vow: I vow that all living beings of the ten directions will quickly
draw near, make offerings, bring forth the bodhi resolve, and
never retreat. Subsequently, they should learn to sincerely make
bow to me, Earth Store Bodhisattva, and immediately vow: I vow
that all living beings of the ten directions will quickly eradicate
their karmic offenses, leave behind all obstructions, and be fully

supplied with all living necessities..

Commentary:

Next, they should learn to sincerely bow to all sages and worthy
ones of the ten directions. With utmost sincerity, they should bow
to the sages and worthy sangha of the ten directions. This refers to
bowing to the eternally dwelling sangha of the ten directions. And
immediately vow: I vow that all living beings of the ten directions
will quickly draw near, make offerings, bring forth the Bodhi
resolve, and never retreat. You vow to enable all living beings of
the ten directions to very rapidly draw near and make offerings to all
Buddhas, and in turn, you will give rise to the Bodhi resolve until you
reach the position of irreversibility.

Now you see why I have always told each of you to make vows
and to do it often. One must make vows when cultivating the
Buddhadharma. If you do not have vows, you do not have a goal.
Once you make vows, you will then be able to take off and cultivate.
However, you should also have faith. Faith, vows and conduct: these
are the three staples for cultivation, also known as the three kinds of
Bodhi resolve.

5 To be continued
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Editor’s Note: Due to the limited space in this issue, 7he Analects of Confucius and Introduction to Chinese Buddhist Arts

are not published in this issue.
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