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The Dharma Flower Sutra with Commentary
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

Sutra:

At that time Sikyamuni Buddha sent his transformation bodies
which had gathered from the ten directions back to their respective
lands, saying, “Each of these Buddhas may return at his pleasure to
his own land. The stiipa of Buddha Many Treasures may also return

to its original place.”

Commentary:

At that time Sakyamuni Buddha sent his transformation bodies
which had gathered from the ten directions back to their respective
lands. Sakyamuni Buddha told his transformation bodies, which came
from the ten directions, to return to where they came from, saying, “Each
of these Buddhas may return at his pleasure to his own land. Your job
here is done. You may now all go back to your own lands. You may all
go home. The stipa of Buddha Many Treasures may also return to
its original place.” The stipa of Buddha Many Treasures appeared as a
testament to the Dharma Flower Sitra. Now that the lecture on the Satra
is finished, it is time for the stipa to return to the space beneath the Saha

world from where it originally came.

Sutra:

As he said this, limitless transformation Buddhas throughout
the ten directions, who were seated on lion thrones beneath jeweled
trees, Buddha Many Treasures, Superior Conduct and the great
assembly of limitless asamkhyeyas of Bodhisattvas, the fourfold
assembly including Sariputra and the other Sravakas, and all the
gods, humans, asuras, and other beings in all worlds, rejoiced greatly

upon hearing the Buddha’s words.
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Commentary:

As he said this, limitless transformation Buddhas throughout
the ten directions, who were seated on lion thrones beneath
jeweled trees,... All the transformation Buddhas who were seated on
lion thrones at the foot of the Bodhi trees, Buddha Many Treasures,
Superior Conduct and the great assembly of limitless asamkhyeyas
of Bodhisattvas, the fourfold assembly—bhiksus, bhiksunis,
upasakas, and upasikis—including Sariputra and the other
Sravakas, all the gods, humans, asuras, and other beings in all
worlds, including the eightfold division of spiritual beings, rejoiced

greatly upon hearing the Buddha’s words.
o

This Guanyin session, casual as it has been, will end tomorrow.
Why is this session considered casual? Since most people go to work
during the daytime, only a few are here reciting Guanyin’s name.
From my observation, you are spending more time asleep than awake,
more time relaxed than vigorous. Therefore, I think you are doing the
session half-heartedly. Anyway, this session will conclude tomorrow.
Even though some of you slacked off, there were some who did not.
They recited Guanyin’s name very seriously. They recited quite well, so
much so that they made Guanyin Bodhisattva happy.

Tomorrow we will end the session at 5:30 PM. with the Great
Dedication of Merit, and then we will pay homage to the patriarchs.
We will continue our Satra lectures at 7:00 PM. Two lay disciples of
mine will resume their lecture.

Because tomorrow is the last day of the session, no one should
be casual any more. You should recite seriously so that you will gain
final success. Do not be angry and unhappy all day long. Tomorrow
is Saturday, and you dont need to go to work. I thought it was a
workday. Since it is not a workday, we can start reciting Guanyin’s
name at 5:00 A.M.

Have you been reciting the Grear Compassion Mantra every day?
Actually, we should recite the Grear Compassion Mantra twenty-one
times a day during the Guanyin session. We should recite The Grear
Compassion Mantra after 9:00 A.M. or after lunch. We should start
with the verse “Guanyin Bodhisattva is wonderful beyond words...”
followed by twenty-one recitations of the Grear Compassion Mantra
every day. This is the typical template of a Guanyin session. We had
been casual and omitted the Grear Compassion Mantra in the past. But
tomorrow, we should recite the Grear Compassion Mantra. We will end
the Guanyin session in this way. Sunday is the anniversary of Guanyin
Bodhisattva’s leaving home. We will recite the Grear Compassion
Mantra and Guanyin Bodhisattva’s name in the morning. Our Satra
lecture will resume on Sunday as usual. From then onwards, we will
follow our regular schedule and continue to progress in our study of

the Buddhadharma. s> To be continued
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