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The Flower Adornment Sutra

with Commentary
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CHAPTER SEVEN:
THE Namkes oF THE THUS CoME ONES

f43TAR  Revised version
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Commentary by the Venerable Master Hua

Translated by the International Translation Institute

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, below the set of Four Continents, there is
a world called Blazing Wisdom. Here the Buddha is named Amassing
Roots of Goodness, or named Lion-like Appearance, or named
Courageous and Sharp Wisdom, or named Golden Flames, or named
All Knowledge, or named Sound of the Ultimate, or named Creating
Benefit, or named Reaching the Ultimate, or named Genuine Deva, or
named Universally Pervading Victory. There are ten thousand names
such as these, which cause all living beings to each receive a different

measure of knowledge and vision.

Commentary:

The greatly wise Wonderfully Auspicious Bodhisattva once again
calls out, “All of you disciples of the Buddha! Below the set of Four
Continents there is a world called Blazing Wisdom.

Here the Buddha is named Amassing Roots of Goodness.” He
had amassed all roots of goodness until they were full and perfect. Or the
Buddha was named Lion-like Appearance, or named Courageous and
Sharp Wisdom, or named Golden Flames, or named All Knowledge, or
named Sound of the Ultimate, or named Creating Benefit, or named
Reaching the Ultimate Other Shore, or named Genuine Deva, or
named Universally Pervading Victory.

There are ten thousand names such as these, which cause all living
beings to each receive a different measure of knowledge and vision.

Here we have discussed ten names of the Buddha, but if we are to discuss
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them in detail, there are actually ten thousand names in
all, each causing all living beings to attain what they ought
to attain, to receive their due share of wisdom, and to draw

near and make offerings to the Buddha.

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, above the set of the four
continents there is a world called Maintaining the
Ground. Here the Buddha is named Possessing Wisdom,
or named Pure Countenance, or named Wisdom of
Enlightenment or named Superior Leader, or named
Adornment of Conduct, or named Bringing Forth Joy,
or named Perfectly Fulfilling Wishes, or named Like
a Blazing Fire, or named Upholding the Precepts, or
named The One Path. There are ten thousand names
such as these, which cause all living beings to each

receive a different measure of knowledge and vision.

Commentary:

After contemplating the various kinds of potential
of the Bodhisattvas in the great assembly, Manjushri
Bodhisattva, the greatly wise and wondrously auspicious
one among the Bodhisattvas, again addressed the great
Bodhisattvas, “Disciples of the Buddha, above the set of
the four continents, there is a world called Maintaining
the Ground. Here, the Buddha is named Possessing
Wisdom.”

Maybe, in this particular lifetime, he used the name
of Possessing Wisdom, enabling all living beings to attain
the light of wisdom. Or, in another lifetime, the Buddha
was named Pure Countenance, or named Wisdom of
Enlightenment so as to tally the various kinds of potential
of living beings. Or in another lifetime, he appeared in the
world to teach and transform living beings, and was named
Superior Leader; or in a particular life the Buddha was
named Adornment of Conduct. Whatever he practiced
or did was sublime. His blessings and wisdom were both
completely adorned. Or the Buddha was named Bringing
Forth Joy; or in a certain life he was named Perfectly
Fulfilling Wishes—whatever living beings seek for, he
fulfilled their wishes to satisfaction. Or the Buddha was
named Like a Blazing Fire, or named Upholding the
Precepts, or named The One Path.

There are ten thousand names such as these,
which cause all living beings to each receive a different

measure of knowledge and vision.
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Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, this Saha World has ten billion
sets of four continents, and the Thus Come Ones within
them have one hundred trillion varieties of names, which
cause all living beings to each receive a different measure of

knowledge and vision.

Commentary:

Disciples of the Buddha, this Saha World has ten billion
sets of Four Continents—there is not just one, but ten billion
Earths. And on these billions Earths, the Thus Come Ones
within them have one hundred trillion varieties of names,
which cause all living beings to each receive a different
measure of knowledge and vision. Living beings each obtain
their own share of wisdom to understand the Buddhadharma,

and are able to draw near and make offerings to the Buddhas.

Sutra:

Disciples of the Buddha, to the East of the Saha
World there is a world called Secret Instructions. Here
the Buddha is named Equality, or named Supreme, or
named Comforting, or named Instructing and Facilitating
the Understanding of the Mind, or named Wisdom of
Learning, or named Truthful Speech, or named Obtaining
Self-Mastery, or named Most Victorious Body, or named
Heroic Courage, or named Unequalled Wisdom. There are
one hundred trillion varieties of names such as these, which
cause all living beings to each receive a different measure of

knowledge and vision.

Commentary:

Disciples of the Buddha, to the East of the Saha
World there is a world called Secret Instructions. Here the
Buddha is named Equality, or named Supreme, or named
Comforting—he soothes the minds of all living beings—or
named Instructing and Facilitating the Understanding
of the Mind, or named Wisdom of Learning, or named
Truthful Speech, or named Obtaining Self-Mastery, or
named Most Victorious Body, or named Heroic Courage,
or named Unequalled Wisdom.

There are one hundred trillion varieties of names such
as these, which cause all living beings to each receive a

different measure of knowledge and vision.

s> To be continued
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