([EANEABRBERELS L)

[ Events in Commemoration of Venerable Master Hua’s Centennial Birthday ]
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Being Protected Silently, we Should Cultivate Vigorously
to Repay the Teacher’s Kindness
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By Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery
English translation by Bhikshuni Heng Yi and Benny Lee

Venerable Master Hsuan Hua’s Centennial Birthday was
observed on the sixteenth day of the third lunar month. The
Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery hosted a special Dharma
ceremony on Sunday, April 29, 2018, to commemorate
the Venerable Master’s virtuous influence. Over 50 lay
practitioners from Kaohsiung and Taichung, Taiwan
attended the Dharma ceremony.

The Dharma ceremony began at 8:30 a.m. with a
recitation of the Shurangama Mantra. It was followed by
Universal Bowing and paying our respect to the Venerable
Master. After that, people proceeded to the Patriarch Hall
to view the Venerable Master’s sharira. The Patriarch Hall used
to be Venerable Master’s bedroom. After the Venerable Master
entered Nirvana, it was turned into a Patriarch Hall to display
his sharira. Next, the assembly bowed to the Venerable Master’s
Eighteen Great Vows. The Venerable Master made these great vows
when he ordained as a monastic. We have been able to receive the
Venerable Master’s teachings due to the great vows that he made.

In the afternoon, a liberating life ceremony was held. The
monastery is located in the mountains and many birds from past
liberating life ceremonies ended up making the monastery their
home. We could hear birds singing the whole time. It sounds
as if they are happy in their new lives. After the liberating life
ceremony, we proceeded with bowing Avatamsaka Repentance and
reciting Chapter on the Practices and Vows of Samanthabhadra
Bodhisattva. The Dharma Assembly was completed at 4:30 p.m.
and everyone were filled with joy of Dharma.

The Venerable Master lived in the U.S. for 33 years, but he
never changed his nationality. In 1989, he registered himself as
a resident at Dharma Realm Sagely Monastery in Kaohsiung
to protect us silently, which indicates that he had a very special
affinity with Taiwan. This Dharma event provided us with more
faith in the Venerable Master’s teachings. We should vigorously

practice in order to repay his kindness in teaching us Dharma. #





