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[ Events in Commemoration of Venerable Master Hua’s Centennial Birthday ]
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Universally Turn the Great Dharma of Avatamsaka
to Repay the Master’s Kindness
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By Dharma Realm Buddhist Books Distribution Society

English translation by Bhikshuni Heng Yi and Wendy Huang
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The state of Avatamsaka is inconceivable. The Venerable Master once said, “The

dwelling place of Avatamsaka Sutra is the dwelling place of the Buddha and the
Dharma. It is also the dwelling place of all the worthy and sagely Sangha.” For
Venerable Master’s Centennial Birthday in 2018, the fourfold disciples at Dharma
Realm Buddhist Books Distribution Society recited the Avatamsaka Sutra from
April 28 to May 20 in remembrance of Venerable Master’s kind teachings. In
addition, disciples bowed the Avatamsaka Repentance on the completion day of
Avatamsaka Sutra recitation.

During the week, each day, disciples recited three rolls of Avatamsaka Sutra
in the afternoon. On Saturday and Sunday, disciples recited the Sutra all day.
Dharma Masters gave instructional talks and fellow Dharma friends also shared

their cultivation insights. This 23-day vigorous group cultivation provided
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disciples with an opportunity to be fully immersed in the Great Dharma of
Avatamsaka and plant roots of kindness.

During the Dharma Assembly period, Dharma Masters worked tirelessly
in leading the great assembly to cultivate. Videos of the Venerable Master’s
stories were played during lunchtime. After witnessing the Venerable Master’s
virtuous conduct, disciples were so inspired that, they were able to bring
forth the Bodhi resolve to emulate him. When it came time to establish
Dharma affinities, Dharma Masters and Dharma friends shared what they
learned and how they benefited from Venerable Master’s teachings.

Many people enthusiastically participated in this Avatamsaka Dharma
Assembly, and took an active part in protecting and upholding the Dharma
Assembly in wishing for its successful completion. This year Mother’s Day
was on Mayl3, 2018, and it happened to be during the third week of
Avatamsaka Dharma Assembly. All participants lit a light in front of the
Buddha for their parents. On the one hand, it was to light up their own
mind. On the other hand, it was a wish to emulate Venerable Master in
becoming a bright light for all living beings on their path of cultivation.

The completion day of Venerable Master Hua’s Centennial Birthday
Commemoration Ceremony was purposely scheduled to be on the same day
of Shakyamuni Buddha’s birthday, and there was a special meaning behind it.
3044 years ago, Prince Siddhartha was born, and he became an Enlightened
One—a Buddha. His teaching is continuous and is being spread to all ten
directions. People still follow his footsteps to this day. Venerable Master
Hsuan Hua was born 100 years ago and he put the Buddha’s teaching deep
into peoples” minds with his teaching and his good example is a role model.
In this day and age, modern medicine is so advanced that it can easily help
people live to be a hundred years old. However, whether that hundred
years is meaningful depends on peoples’ efforts. Both the Buddha and the
Venerable Master Hua are the great examples for us to study and follow.

On the completion day of the ceremony, faithful disciples from the ten
directions gathered and there was not a single empty seat. Many people
brought their families. Elders, as well as children, came to bathe the Buddha.
We believe that Venerable Master would have been delighted to see people
being respectful to the elders while cherishing the young. In the morning,
while we were bathing the Buddha, we also expressed our filial respect to
the Venerable Master through a traditional ceremony. In the afternoon, we
recited the Chapter on the Practices and Vows of Samantabhadra Bodhisattva,
bowed to the Venerable Masters Eighteen Great Vows and the Avatamsaka
Repentance. The Avatamsaka Dharma rain cleansed our bodies, speech, and
mind. Although the Buddha spoke the Avatamsaka Sutra for the Bodhisattvas
only, if we can practice Universal Worthy Bodhisattva’s ten great conducts

and cultivate vigorously, then we are making the best offering to Venerable
Master. &
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