Dharma from Historic Events
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We are approaching to the hundredth birthday of the Venerable Master. I

will talk about the history of China, and, in particular Manchuria, during the
time Venerable Master was there. It was a time of great suffering for China.
At the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas, we live in a place free from war.
Perhaps, however, if we think of the suffering that people have undergone
from war, we will be more motivated to cultivate and put an end to suffering.
We do not suffer much now, but the Saha world is a dangerous place. There’s
no guarantee that we will not endure great suffering in the future. The only
way to avoid this is to end birth and death.

In 1931, the Japanese military invaded China. The soldiers stayed in
China until 1945. In those fourteen years, the Japanese army went deeper
and deeper into China. At that time, they killed three million soldiers and
twenty million civilians. The Japanese islands are small, and they cannot feed
their population without importing food. At first the Japanese tried to take
over a part of Manchuria. They sent soldiers, and then they sent farmers
to provide food for Japan. There were two military factions in Japan. One
wanted to battle Russia, the other one wanted to control all of Asia. There
was no other faction. The military all wanted to go to war. The only question
was, which country to fight with?

The faction that wanted domination of Asia won over the anti-Russian
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faction. One of the men from this faction named Tojo Hideki became
prime minister. There was no provocation from China. In 1937, the
Japanese found that a single soldier was missing. They sent soldiers
into Chinese Manchuria to search for him. They never pulled their
soldiers out. They sent more and more troops. It turned out that the
soldier was in his barracks the entire time.

In 1941, Japan had another problem. The United States was
alarmed at the Japanese invasion of China and refused to sell oil to
Japan. Japan needed to import oil and many other materials. Japan
had two choices: they could withdraw from China and restore trade
with the United States or they could push farther into Asia and seize
the resources they needed. The Japanese chose to expand their invasion
of Asia.

In December of 1942, the Japanese made a mistake that would put
an end to their ambitions. They thought that bombing the American
naval base at Pearl Harbor would intimidate the Americans and keep
them out of the war in Asia. It was like whacking a hornets’ nest to
intimidate the hornets.

In 1945, Japan surrendered to the United States and pulled its
troops out of China and other parts of Asia. Japan gave up Taiwan and
Korea, as well. It had already lost the Philippines and all of the Pacific
Islands. Before it surrendered, two million Japanese civilians died from
bombs. Three hundred thousand died in a few days from two atomic
bombs. If it had not surrendered, there would have been much worse
suffering to endure. The United States was about to transfer its huge
fleet of bombers from Germany, which had already surrendered.

The Japanese suffered greatly in 1945. Could this have been the
nation’s retribution for what they did in Asia? The Japanese left China
in 1945, but the suffering of the Chinese was not over. There was
a civil war. It was said that the nationalist army was too weak from
fighting off the Japanese to win the civil war. Karl Marx said, “Religion
is the opiate of the masses.” His followers sought to get rid of religion
and put worship of the government in its place.

A religion is only good as its people, and good people can be part
of any religion. Religion attracts good people who see how to use it
to benefit people. But a system that rejects all religions is cutting itself
off from the possibility of spiritual benefit. The Cloud Gate Incident
tried to kill the Venerable Hsu Yun. When the system that was unable
to recognize why its people hatched the seeds of failure, it is not
surprising that tens of millions of people starved to death under the
Marxist regime.

Freedom of religion is very important. With freedom of religion
outside ways can all flourish, but the proper Dharma can be heard as
well. We can only hope that people will discover the Proper Dharma
as well, cherish it and put it to good use in their lives.

In November of 1937, the Japanese took the city of Shanghai.
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By that time, the city was mostly just piles of rubble.
The Japanese had been bombing it all summer and
fall. Countless civilians had died in the bombing, but
the Chinese, nevertheless put up a fierce resistance.
The Japanese losses were much higher than they had
calculated.

The attitude of the Japanese was a problem. They
delighted in the victories in Asia; they delighted in the
bombing of Pearl Harbor. They glorified violence. Now,
I am afraid that in this country there are many movies

that glorify violence. They teach the viewers to have very

deviant views. Even now in politics, there is much hatred.
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One side says “lock her up” the other side says, “impeach
him!”

We Buddhists see everyone as our close relatives. We
do not wish anyone to suffer even if they hate us or hate
our country. We hope that everyone can free themselves
from hatred, anger, and the desire for revenge. We do not
take sides in any war, political conflict, or argument. We
take the side of Guan Yin, we want to save everyone from
suffering. We plan to go to the Pure Land, and along the
way, we plan to help every living being join us. If we fall
short of this ideal, we repent of our bad habits and vow to
be more pure in the future.

This is a tale of the incredible suffering that people
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have undergone. We should not think “I am glad this
country won, or that country won,” we should think “this is
terrible that any of this had to happen to anyone.”

After Shanghai, the Japanese took Nanking. They
deliberately slaughtered the civilian population. I will not
go into detail about the suffering of the men and the women
who were tortured. I will only say I do not know how it
could have been any worse. Prisoners of war were taken to a
special concentration camp. There, the Japanese used them
as guinea pigs for scientific experiments. How long can a
man live without food? without water? After he has been
shot, how long does it take a man to freeze to death?

Isn't science wonderful? It is so objective and rational.
It is so precise and repeatable. When I went to college, I
was told that the previous year that there had been a crazy
student. He had let all of the rats out of the cages and spoiled
everyone’s experiments. Now that I look back on it, I think
that the student that liberated those rats, was the only sane
person in the whole experimental biology department.

There is a better science- it is a science of suffering. It
is a Buddhist science. You get your data by quieting your
mind and looking within. Am [ less hateful? Do I have
fewer impure thoughts? Am I less greedy? Less selfish? Is
my suffering less? Do I need to repent of my bad habits to
decrease my suffering? Am I closer to the Pure Land?

I have made a little progress in this science. I have
realized how very far I have to go, how many thoughts need
to be purified. There is a lot of work that I need to do, but
it is the only work that is worth doing. I think many of you
have made more progress than I have. We can all rejoice in
those who are sincere and vigorous in their cultivation.

It turns out that we have to rely on ourselves and our
own cultivation. We can't look to government to solve our
problems. When the Japanese invaded China in 1931,
China appealed to the League of Nations that had been
formed after World War I. All the major nations except
the United States were a part of it. The League of Nations
condemned Japan for its invasion. Then, Japan withdrew
from the League of Nations, and that was the end of that.

The Venerable Master said, “The Ten Dharma Realms
are not beyond a single thought.” When the Japanese
invaded, the people of China found out how very close the
hells can be. When youre in a pure way place, the Pure

Land is not far away. Amituofo! &
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