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100. Hundred-Son Poisonous Snake

That same year in the spring, the precepts transmission ceremony was
held at Nanhua Monastery. Shortly after Venerable Master’s most senior
disciple Guo-Neng arrived at the Nanhua Monastery, he was possessed
by a Hundred-Son Poisonous Snake, which caused trouble during the

transmission ceremony.

[In the Venerable Master’s Own Words)

Later when I took Guo-Neng to Nanhua Monastery, he was possessed
there. The snake, which possessed Guo-Neng’s body, was not afraid of
“White Whisk Hand.” This demon is called the Hundred-Son Poisonous
Snake because each time it had babies, it would give birth to 100 snakes.
It often stirred up trouble at the Nanhua Monastery, especially when
there was a precepts transmission ceremony. Often, a §raimanera (a novice
monk) or $§ramaneri (a novice nun) preceptee would go crazy. Master
Xu-Yun could not do anything about it either. The mad novice would
claim to have already attained Buddhahood and to be a manifestation
of a particular Buddha. This person would be totally naked, shamelessly
running wild, speaking nonsense, and causing trouble during the
ceremony. Every time Venerable Xu-Yun conducted the ceremony,
similar incidents would happen.

At the time I was staying at Nanhua Monastery, the Hundred-Son
Poisonous Snake possessed the body of my eldest disciple to fight against
me. Guo-Neng went crazy; even ten people could not hold him down.
His body also emitted an odor that made people vomit if they smelled
it. From dusk to dawn he would say: “All dharmas from my teacher are

false! The 42 Hands and Eyes are false!” This demon wanted him to spew
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nonsense like this to discredit the proper dharma. At the time, this demon was not
afraid of the various methods I used to dispel it. In Guo-Neng’s body it would say,
“All your stuff is false!” The demons and malevolent spirits hoped to rally their evil
energy to scare me. I was not afraid of them. If I didn’t maintain my concentration
well, if I had even had a single thought of self-doubt when they said I was false, I
would have been done for.

At that time, I was the guest prefect for the monks at Nanhua Monastery.
Everyday I would go to the reception room to take a look. If any monk of
extraordinary ability or outstanding stature showed up, I didn’t want to miss him.
One day octogenarian monk named Ming-Xiang checked into the monastery. I
saw this seasoned cultivator and felt a great affinity toward him. He left home
when he was eight years old to follow an ascetic life and cultivated quietly. He
also practiced sleeping while sitting up in a meditative position. He also had
attended the Pratyutpanna session 8 times with each session lasting for 96 days.
A practitioner in such a retreat does not sleep or sit down; only standing still
or walking around was allowed. That person recites the Buddha’s name, chants a
mantra, or practices some other Dharmas. In any case, no rest for 96 days. This is
also called the “Samadhi of Standing Buddha.” Dharma Master Ming-Xiang was
quite skilled and was able to perform extraordinary feats when he entered the state
of deep meditation.

At the time, this seasoned cultivator was sick with diarrhea, perhaps from
food poisoning, and soiled his pants everyday. I cleaned his pants for several days
until he recovered. Afterwards I told him about my eldest disciple being possessed
and together we thought about ways to cure him. With our combined power of
concentration, we spent over half a month subduing this snake. Afterwards Guo-
Neng disappeared and nobody knew where he went. This Hundred-Son Poisonous
Snake is powerful, and after 500 years, it will emerge again, but then someone else
will subdue it as well. Perhaps one would ask, “Why didn’t you destroy it once and
for all?” It would not be compassionate to destroy it. I simply wanted to transform

it from evil to good.
$0To be continued
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The seventh consciousness is the “transmitting consciousness;” it relays sensory information from the sixth consciousness to the eighth (the storehouse
or alaya consciousness) and from the eighth back to the sixth and so forth. It takes for a self that which basically is devoid of a self. Because of a
fixation to a false reckoning, thought movements rage on without stop. The wave patterns within the seventh consciousness are more apparent and
forceful, whereas the movements of the eighth consciousness are still and imperceptible. Within the eighth consciousness are stored the seeds of all

habit energies and impressions from beginningless time, and there are very subtle movements and a constant state of flux in that sphere.
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