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2018 Celebration of Bathing the Buddha
at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.
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By the Editorial Staff ~ English translation by Michael Lu
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P PR AR Y 5 JEL R » 201 84F- B (i EE Amidst gentle breezes and calm winds, the 2018 Celebration of the Bathing
WOARET S H20 H R E T - i1t of the Buddha was held on May 20 at the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas.

(R Bk B B s~ R B Seven Buddha-bathing stations, each decorated with fresh flowers, were
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SR g S [ e Avatamsaka Realm, which were located inside the Big Tent set up much
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5 and adorned energy to the Bathing the Buddha ceremony.

BeEnl o FERERE - HERME After the Morning Recitation at 5:00 am, over a hundred laypeople
T30 oK =\ BEES T » EHDLE R e sincerely received the Eight Lay Precepts, in hopes of bathing the Buddha

SALAHE o A B HE AR 1 4 75 75 gt with the pure substance of precepts and making the best preparations to be
AR EATREM o B o LIPSO reborn in the Western Land of Ultimate Bliss. After breakfast, two different

carth, stood on top of each station. The imagery of the statue standing

within a sea of fragrant water, speckled with flower petals, brought a pure

=25 —FEEALL > FIEREH (R ceremonies took place simultaneously: Three Steps, One Bow from the
FEGL) B2 R ENSESE » HA mountain gate and the recitation of the Chapter on the Practices and Vows of
i o = ’ Samanthabhadra Bodhisattva in the Buddha Hall. Though the ceremonies
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were different in nature, the collective sincerity and reverence expressed by
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all the participants in bringing them to completion provided
yet another effort toward world peace and the attainment of
ultimate wisdom for all beings.

Approximately seven hundred people attended the
Bathing the Buddha Celebration this year. People from four
continents (Europe, Asia, North America, and Australia)
attended, as well as many devout Buddhists from the
Bay Area who brought their families to participate in the
ceremony. Six Bhikshunis from a Chan temple in northern
California brought over fifty of their followers to attend. The
head Bhikshuni said that when she first came from China
to northern California several years ago, she did not know
how to begin propagating the Dharma. She coincidentally
had the causes and conditions to hear about the inconceivable deeds
of the Venerable Master, so she made a special trip to the City of Ten
Thousand Buddhas to ask for advice before the Master’s statue in the
Patriarch Hall. After she returned, she dreamt of the Venerable Master,
who told her, “Buddhism has a [bright] future.” Later on, she bought land
and constructed a monastery and it all went smoothly for her. This year,
she brought her followers to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas to bathe
the Buddha and bow to the Master as a means of expressing her heartfelt
gratitude.

As the chanting of the harmonious, serene True Words for Bathing the
Buddha began, the Dharma Masters led the assembly in forming lines so
that each person in turn could successively bathe the Buddha. Bathing the
small Buddha statues with three ladles of Bathing Buddha water represents
the purified karmas of body, speech, and mind. People normally immersed
in worldly affairs were able to make use of this opportunity to cleanse their
minds of defilement. Every small Buddha statue was bathed by an average
of one hundred people that day, causing people to remember the sacred
birth of the Buddha, when heavenly music drifting in the air and water
gushed forth from nine dragons’ mouths to bathe the baby Buddha.

Dharma Master Lyu, abbot of the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas,
pointed out during lunch: “The Buddha never got angry and always had
a smile on his face. Because he was ever content, the Buddha constantly
experienced the bliss of his self nature. We should learn from the Buddha
and turn the light within and reflect, allowing our original wisdom to
unfold and uncovering our inner bliss.” Dharma Master Lyu encouraged
everyone not to get angry and to be happy every day; in the process of
benefiting ourselves and others, we could fulfill the Venerable Master’s
words: “Everybody who comes to the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas will
become a Buddha in the future.”

Bhikshu Jin Gong had these words to say: “Today we show respect
to Shakyamuni Buddha because he worked so hard to get us closer to
Buddhahood and gave us all the proper dharma so we can help save all

living beings. Those who prepared this meal vowed to save all living
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beings, so the food is vegetarian. We vow that the suffering of
living beings who are killed for food will come to an end, so the
meal has the flavor of saving all living beings, and this makes it
especially wonderful and delicious food.”

Bhikshuni Heng Liang began by talking about the just
completed Ten Thousand Buddhas Jeweled Repentance, and then
mentioned a prediction by the Venerable Master that in the future
every member of Dharma Realm Buddhist Association would
practice all the repentances. At the time, the Master’s Western
disciples were quite astonished, because they had thought that
Buddhism was only meditation, being mindful of the Buddha’s
name, and studying sutras. Dharma Master Liang hoped that
everyone could break free from their selfish desire, benefit others,
and, after the Bathing Buddha Ceremony, cleanse their minds
daily with Great Compassion Water refined by their wisdom fire.

After lunch, the Wordless Hall was open to the public, offering
everyone an opportunity to venerate the relics of Shakyamuni
Buddha, Elder Master Xu Yun, and Venerable Master Hua.
Twenty-seven faithful Buddhists received the Three Refuges
and Five Precepts at the Lengthening Life Hall and listened to
the Dharma Masters’ explanation of the meaning behind taking
refuge and receiving the Five Precepts. Among those receiving the
Five Precepts were two graduating seniors from Developing Virtue
Boys School. Seven of the twelve graduating seniors of the DVBS
class of 2018 have received the Five Precepts, setting a new record
for number of students in a given class at the Boys School who
have received the precepts. Furthermore, they bring with them

the best protection as they prepare to face life after graduation. &
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

[ —FEFEEIE+FIT US$45.00 /1 year

] ZFFEa/ AT US$85.00 / 2 years
(] =FFEE—HTIT US$110.00 /3 years

ECITER - T{E352 vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send the articles to

vbs@drba.org

EXSEHNE In America & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

ORI In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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