Forces United, Stronger Together:

Cherishing Youth Day 2018

at the City of TenThousand Buddhas

By Denise Cao / Chinese Translation by Annie Sun
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“Good morning and welcome to the 2018 Cherishing
Youth Day!”

On April 13, the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas
was alive with energy as 700 plus students from
many schools throughout Mendocino County came
together to celebrate the annual Cherishing Youth
Day, hosted by the Instilling Goodness Developing
Virtue Schools. In the morning, schools arrived at
the gates and started their day with booth activities
at the Girls School and a short program hosted by
the Boys School.

Students delved into arts and crafts, creating
“element flags” for each of the four respective
elements. They were immersed into Chinese culture
in the calligraphy booth, which taught how to
write the word “citizenship” in Chinese. Finally, the
students expressed their youth and vitality learning
the Unity Dance that was to be later performed in the program.

This Cherishing Youth Day also had the Venerable Master
Hsuan Huas tribute as a unique addition to the program.
Celebrating the 100th anniversary of his life, the IGDVS students
expressed a Gratitude Message to honor his service and compassion
for the City of Ten Thousand Buddhas community and beyond.

This year’s theme focused on citizenship and strength in
interconnection. The program’s plot line is based on five sisters;
four of the sisters discovered their ability to control the elements of
fire, water, earth, and air, while the fifth sister remained an ordinary,
powerless human. Fueled by her anger and seeking revenge, the
Human started a conflict, leading to a schism between the sisters
as they all declared war. Each element attacked one another—after

Air, Fire called upon her most powerful dragon, the Human sent
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her best generals in the martial arts, Earth’s mighty

drums shook the lands, and Water called upon the

great oceans of the world in an attempt to stop the
fight.
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realized her mistake. Determined to right her
wrongs, she found a strength from within
that she never realized before. The Human
was not without her own force, because she
had the power to unite all the elements. This
power manifested into a great Yin-Yang Lion,
a creature of balance and order, which brought
the sisters back together and restored peace

to all. Thus, symbolizing the integration of

the Western four elements and the Eastern
principles of Yin and Yang.
With harmony and happiness in the air,

everyone came together to celebrate with the

Unity Dance. As the students danced and

the audience waved their element flags in the
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