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( Events in Commemoration of Venerable Master Hua’s Centennial Birthday ]
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Efficacious Words Penetrate Heaven and Earth;
People Gather Together to Recite Spiritual Mantra to Repay

Teacher's Kindness

R AL/ thr BB SE 3%
By Gold Buddha Monastery, Canada
English translation by Bhikshuni Heng Yi
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Typically, people will gift a person something they like on their birthday. We
pondered: how should we celebrate Venerable Master’s centennial birthday this
year? Even though he doesn’t need any celebration at all. But for sure he would be
delighted for us in making an effort towards cultivating the Dharma.

One of the Sangha members suggested that we hold a Shurangama Mantra
recitation session for the Venerable Master, as the Shurangama Sutra were the first
lectures on a sutra with more than one volume that he gave when he arrived in the
States. He often said that as long as there is one person in this world who recites
the Shurangama Mantra, the proper Dharma will continue to dwell in this world.
From there, we consolidated everyone’s ideas in planning for the Mantra recitation

session. Through this process, the idea of an online group cultivation was also born.
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We started early registration on our website on April 16 for those
interested in participating in the Shurangama Mantra recitation programme.
On April 29, we officially began the Shurangama Mantra recitation session that
was completed on May 5. A total of 100 people registered online. For three
weeks, the online participants and the Dharma Assembly from Gold Buddha
Monastery recited the Shurangama Mantra a total of 21,014 times. All the
merit and virtue were dedicated to world peace and in repaying the Venerable
Master’s kindness in teaching us Dharma.

Whether it was clearly seen or not, all participants gained tremendous
benefits. Ah Fang gained the most benefit from this event. A year ago, she was
taking care of her newborn granddaughter, barely making it to the temple for
weekly group cultivation and her life was pretty much drained. We encouraged
her to participate in the online group cultivation event. She hesitated at first
because she was not sure that she could do it. Then the first weekend she
came for evening recitation and completed 85 counts of mantra recitation,
and because of this she regained her faith and vitality. When this Dharma
Event was completed, she gratefully bowed to Venerable Master with tears
and was finally able to reconnect to the Temple. Even though life continues to
be very busy, she knows that she will be able to keep with her cultivation. She
said going forward, she will recite the mantra and meditate on a daily basis.

Ten years ago, Bhikshuni Jin Ren read a saying by the Venerable Master,
which gave her a lot of encouragement. “If one could recite the Shurangama
Mantra, then one has not wasted his or her life in this Saha world.” Therefore,
she vowed to recite it every day and tried to memorize one or two lines in her
spare time. After she memorized the first assembly, suddenly she realized that
she was able to recite the rest of it by memory. The Shurangama Mantra is
nicknamed “six months’ stupor” because even if one recites it daily, it typically
takes 6 months of diligent recitation to fully memorize. However, she could
recite the whole mantra by heart within 27 days.

A laywoman Guo Cai Wen, who took three years to learn the Grear
Compassion Mantra, also shared her condition in learning Shurangama Mantra.
She was in CTTB many years ago and during the morning recitation she
found a lady who was illiterate but could recite Shurangama Mantra fluently.
And then she thought to herself: “I am more than 20 years younger than her,
if she can recite it by heart, why do I have to rely on the recitation book?”
She was then determined to learn. During the first year, there were only a
handful of times she was able to recite the Mantra fluently from beginning to
end. However, she kept telling herself to persistent on practicing it. She stated
that the Shurangama Mantra is long and difficult which is why it helps us stay
focused. Once we are able to memorize it, it becomes the most precious gift
we can give ourselves.

The Chang Family is often referred to as the “First Family” of Gold
Buddha Monastery (GBM). Because when there’s an event in the monastery,
there will be at least 6 people and sometimes up to more than 20 from this
family who attends. Rosa is the Chang family’s third daughter. She said that

although she has not seen the light nor has received a response from this
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Dharma Assembly, she is still full of joy. That joy even surpasses the joy of
receiving gifts. Normally when she attends a seven-day session, she would
count the number of days left before the session is completed. But this time,
as soon as she got up in the morning she couldn’t wait to go to GBM to attend
the Shurangama Mantra recitation session. The atmosphere of tranquility and
peacefulness in the Buddha Hall made her wish to have this kind of Dharma
Assembly in the future.

Yit Fun Ting, who coordinates the activities of liberating life, attended
the Shurangama Mantra recitation every night. His daily practice is to recite
the Medicine Master Mantra. Whenever we asked him to also recite the Earth
Store Sutra or the Shurangama Mantra that would help him maintain peace
in his life, he would always reply: “Oh! It’s too long, I can’t do it.” He would
rather endure the constant quarrels at his workplace. But when we found that
he came every night to recite and asked him the reason for coming, he said
the recitation of this Mantra not only makes all things go smoothly, it also
helps him sleep better at night. He claimed, “It is so effective. Can I take some
Shurangama Mantra water home?”

Coincidentally, improvement of the sleep quality also occurred to two
other participants due to attending the ceremony. One of them was also cured
from the severe headaches that had bothered him for many years ago.

People cultivating together is like lights illuminating one another; the power
of multiplication is unbelievable. Regardless of whether we recite together in
the Temple or through the internet, no matter if there’s more people on the
weekend, or less people during the week; regardless if it’s done at the Temple or
a distant place, the sincerity and power of reciting the mantra is hard to express
by words. On the surface, we gather everybody’s energy to celebrate Venerable
Master’s centennial birthday, but in actuality, the Venerable Master has given

every one of us the most precious gift. &
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I am enclosing a check made to D.R.B.A. for a
subscription to VAJRA BODHI SEA for:

[ —4FE3ESIU+FHIT US$45.00 /1 year

(] ZHFZEE/\t+FAJr US$85.00 / 2 years
[ =#3EE—H 7T US$110.00 / 3 years

BoliERs - fathsE3 vbs@drba.org
We welcome articles. Please send the articles to

vbs@drba.org

EXEHE In America & Europe, please send to:
Gold Mountain Monastery

800 Sacramento Street, San Francisco, CA 94108
Tel: (415) 421-6117  Fax: (415) 788-6001

o HNE In Asia & Australia, please send to:
Dharma Realm Guan Yin Sagely Monastery
161, Jalan Ampang,

50450 Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Tel: (03)2164-8055 Fax: (03) 2163-7118
Email: vbs@drba.org
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