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How Can We Make this World a Better Place?

FEIFH (BB LRIFL) X BIEE
Written by Tammy Long (9th Grader of DVGS)
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English translation by Siyan Chan (9th Grader of DVGS)
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Author of this article received a first-place award in the Group A essay contest of 2018 ANCCS Chinese Academic Contest.
She rewrote her winning essay for this publication. This is an excerpt of her rewriting.
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“You must remember that this world
is our home.”

When I was six years old, my
mother asked me “What is your
favorite thing in this world?” As an
innocent child, I answered cheerfully,
“of course I love the bright sun,
the pretty flowers and the colorful
butterflies!” After replying, I ran off
to play. Two years later, I recalled this
question and asked mother, “Mum,
what is your favorite thing in this
world?” Her answer caught me by
surprise. She said, “I like the pretty
flowers and colorful butterflies as you
do, but the things I like more are the
people who selflessly give back to the society, and the cheerful, innocent smiles
of the children.” Naturally, being eight-years-old child then, I was unable to
understand her mindset, but I felt that my mother’s words were wise, so I kept
them in my memory.

I used to think that if I complete what I had to do, then everything else
would be alright, but as I grew older, I came to realize that it wasn't as simple
as I thought. The relationships between people grew colder and more distant,
as everyone only cared to benefit themselves, even the conditions of our living
environment has deteriorated.

Since I was a child, my mother would always teach and remind me to greet
our neighbors politely. However, nowadays we barely raise our heads when
we see our neighbors. When our eyes meet, we just put on a smile and then

hurriedly walk away. This is not right. We should properly greet whoever we
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meet and treat everyone with sincerity. As the old Chinese proverb
goes: “Honor old people as we do our own aged parents, and care
for other’s children as one’s own; meaning we should treat all elders
with respect and all children with love, just as we would do toward
our own parents and children. When we interact with our friends,
we should treat them sincerely and honestly. If everyone posses a
sense of responsibility, with a willingness to contribute to society,
then all would benefit greatly.

In our modern society, everyone is working hard to improve
their own lives, and there are few who are able to stand in others’
shoes and see things from a different point of view. For example,
when two companies fight over a project, they result in a loss of
revenue and they can only increase the market price to continue
the battle. As a result, both of the companies and the people would
be affected. Why can’t they work together to think of a solution
that could greatly benefit the people instead?

Another example would be a war between two countries. Many
wars are fought for more power and possession. The end result will
only be the deaths of the innocent, and great economic losses, so
even if you win power over others, what great is there in this? In
wars, the ones who suffer most are the people. Here’s a simpler
scenario: When two friends quarrel over a cookie and both parties
refuse to give in, this may damaged their friendship. Instead, if one
of them were to step back, then the result might have been better.
There are too many examples like this scenario. If everyone were
less selfish and able to spare a thought for others, this world would
be a better place.

Furthermore, our living environment has been subjected to
damage; pollution is becoming an increasing threat. The number
of cars in cities is increasing and the exhaust fumes from the cars are
causing global warming, and noise pollution is also another issue.
Our air and water quality has deteriorated, as we use electricity
and fuels excessively. If we were to pay attention and notice the
implications of our actions, we have a chance to save our mother
earth.

Many children are like my six-year-old self; they like the
beautiful flowers, colorful butterflies and the bright, warm sun. Let
us prevent the thick smog and haze from blocking the bright sun,
cause the extinction of our butterflies, or leave our precious flowers
to wither because of the worsening environmental conditions. I
hope our future generations can enjoy their childhood as I did.
Even until now, my mother’s words are still fresh in my mind. I will
always remember what my mum told me that day. Mother said “if
you want to make this world a better place, you must remember,

this world is our home. &





