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On April 21, 2018, over 100 people attended Dharma Realm Buddhist
University’s inauguration for its newly renovated building and celebrated
the initial accreditation status that it acquired. This building was called
Building 123. The renovation work of the south wing of this building
started in June 2016 and was completed in the summer of 2017. It was
put to use in September 2017. The inauguration included a ribbon-
cutting ceremony after DRBU had been accredited.

Bhikshu Jin Chuan led everyone in reciting the Heart of Prajna
Paramita Sutra to begin the ceremony. Chairperson of DRBU board,
Bhikshuni Heng Chih, said that developing each individual’s inherent
wisdom was the educational method the Venerable Master and DRBA
Founder used and DRBU carries on that process to its best ability. Once
the Master was asked, “What is the best religion?” He immediately
replied, “The one you believe in!” That one sentence speaks to the scope
of the “Buddhist” perspective in our university’s name.

Dr. Ron Epstein, founding president of DRBU, recalled how DRBU
started from scratch and said that the walls of building 123 are very
thick, so it’s one of the most difficult buildings in CTTB to renovate.

Dr. Susan Rounds, current DRBU president, said she was grateful for
DRBA’s support in providing instructors, funding, and space for study
throughout these years. She felt that receiving the initial accreditation is
a great achievement for DRBU, which allows the university to do what
they could not do in the past. John McCowen, Supervisor of Mendocino
County, was also invited to say a few words in support of DRBU.

DRBU M.A. student Kenneth Cannata talked about his experience
of growing together with DRBU, and undergraduate Alex Wang felt
that he could apply what he learned in class to his everyday life.

Ribbon-cutters included: Dharma Master Heng Chiang, Dharma
Master Heng Chih, Dharma Master Heng Liang, Dr. Susan Rounds,
Dr. Ron Epstein, Damon Dickinson, Interim Superintendent, MCOE,
and John McCowen. &

HE WA - — 52y EAKEE

Education is the most fundamental way to protect the country. — Venerable Master Hsuan Hua
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